Israel arreste two Palestinians 
m settler killing 

HEBRON (’R) — Israeli security forces stonned a 
Palestinian village in the West Bank on Sunday and. 
arrested two men in connection with the killing of a 
Jewish settler earlier this year, Palestinian security 
sources said. They said Mahmoud Kahlil Dababseh 
and his cousin Taleb Ahm ad Dababseh were arrested 
in Yana village, near the West Bank town of Hebron, 
Israeli officials were not available for comment 
Palestinians shot dead a Jewish settler near the agri- 
cultural settlement of Maon in April. The settlement is 
near Yatta. Settlers said the shooting in April was the 
fatal culmination of a long-running lan d dispute 
between Palestinian shepherds and the fanners. 
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Mubarak meets with Assad 
on Mideast peace 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak met Sunday 
with his Syrian counterpart for talks on the Mideast peace 
process and the need for Israel to resume negotiations 
with Lebanon and Syria, Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency reported, The two are meeting in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Shann A1 Sheikh. Syrian President 
Hafez Assad also is expected to brief Mubarak on the lat- 
est developments between Syria and Turkey following a 
security deal between the two countries last month ended 
tensions that threatened to escalate into war. Egyptian 
mediation between the two countries resulted in an agree- 
ment whereby Syria agreed to brand the Kurdish Labour 
Party a “terrorisi” group and to clamp down its activity in 
Syria. 
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Jordan warns Hamas members 
in Kingdom against inciting violence 
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By Alia A. Tookao 

AMMAN — While denying 
any official presence of 
Hamas in the Kingdom, the 
government has warned lead- 
ers of -the Islamic resistance 
movement in Jordan to 
refrain from m aking state- 
ments inciting violence or 
obstructing the recent Pales- 
tmian-Israeli peace deal. 

‘There are no bases, no 
headquarters, and no official 
presence of Hamas in the 
country” an -official said yes- 
terday, echoing Prime M blis - 
ter. I%yez Tarawneh’s state- 
ment Saturday that “Hamas 
has do leadership, no repre- 
sentation and no bases in Jor- 
dan," which he matte after 
meeting with Palestinian 
President Yasser- Arafat in 
RamaDah. 

'But if the individuals 
(belonging to the organisa- 
tion) do not abide by die para- 
meters of the . freedom of 
expression set in this country, 
they, will be dealt with by the 


law,” the official told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The clamp-down on Hamas 
comes in the wake of Thurs- 
day's bomb attack on an 
Israeli school bus in (he Gaza 
Strip, claimed by the Islamic 
movement, as well as 
Amman's politburo chief 
Khaled Misha’aJ's statements 
last week condemning the 
recent Palestinian-Israeli Wye 
River peace deal and vowing 
that the movement will con- 
tinue to wage war against the 
Jewish stale. 

Officials said the five 
Hamas leaders in Amman, 
most of whom are Jordanian 
citizens, were told to refrain 
from making public state- 
ments and speaking to the 
media. Hamas said it would 
oblige, according to the offi- 
cials. 

“This came on our own 
accord,” said an official, in 
answer as to whether the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) or Israel asked Jordan 
to take the measure. 


“Jordan has every stake in 
seeing the Wye agreement be 
implemented by all parties," 
said the official. “The coun- 
try does not want Hamas’s 
presence in its territory to be 
used in any way to break the 
deal” 

Meanwhile, the head of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Jor- 
dan Abdul Majid Thneibat, 
told reporters Sunday follow- 
ing a rally organised by his 
movement against the Wye 
peace deal, that he con- 
demned the government 
move and said that “Hamas 
officials are Jordanian citi- 
zens who have a right to 
express their opinion, as long 
as it is within the constitution 
and the law." 

Although the PNA has 
raised the issue with the 
Kingdom on several occa- 
sions in the past, officials said 
the existence of Hamas in 
Jordan did not come up in the 
talks between Tarawneh and 
ArafaT Saturday. But a Pales- 
tinian official told the Jordan 


Times that the Kingdom had 
informed the PNA prior to the 
meeting that the movement 
was told to keep a low profile. 

Jordan, which keeps a close 
eye on Hamas in its territory, 
has repeatedly said the organ- 
isation’s members in Amman 
do not engage in any terror 
activities in the occupied ter- 
ritories or Israel, and that their 
office functions solely as a 
media outlet, and as such 
closing it down is not in 
order. 

“As long as they are not 
violating Jordanian law, why 
close the office?” asked an 
official “Hamas (in Jordan) 
knows the red lines ” 

Misha’al was the target of a 
failed assassination attempt 
by the Mossad last year in 
Amman . The politburo chief, 
who is a Jordanian citizen 
has said in interviews with 
several Arab media outlets 
since the signing of the Wye 
River accord last week dial he 
is totally opposed to the peace 
deal and that the war against 


Israel by Hamas would con- 
tinue. 

Hamas's presence in 
A mman has long been a 
thorn in the side of both the 
PNA and Israel. During last 
April's internal Palestinian 
dispute between the PNA and 
Hamas over the controversial 
death of Mohieddin Sharif, 
the Palestinian Authority was 
angered by the fact that Jor- 
dan did not stop the move- 
ment's office in Amman from 
issuing statements. 

Following Saturday's talks 
in Ramallah. Tarawneh threw 
his full weight behind Arafat 
and the PNA. and said that 
Jordan recognises the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) as die sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestin- 
ian people, in reference to an 
impending power struggle 
between Hamas and the PNA 
over the peace process. 

The prime minis ter also 
warned that Jordan would not 
tolerate any acts aimed at sab- 
otaging the Wye accord. 
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Two Israeli army officers remove a Peace Now activist after he chained himself to a 
tractor to prevent Jewish settlers from clearing land Sunday at Ras AJ Amoud in east 
Jerusalem (AP photo) 

Jewish militants start settlement 
project in Ras Al Amoud area 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — With a 
green light from Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Jewish militants finally 
broke ground Sunday for a 
tong-delayed Jewish settle- 
ment project in an Arab 
quarter of illegally annexed 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority immediately fired 
off protest letters to Israel, 
the United States and other 
govemmenis saying the 
decision violated the. terms 
of the latest peace agreement 
signed by Israel 10 days ear- 
lier 

Acting a day before the 
scheduled start of imple- 
mentation of the accord. 
Netanyahu allowed Jewish 
n tiHlants to fence in the 
Raiding site in preparation 
for archaeological excava- 
required before con- 

sfcltetion in the city. 

TOier die protection of 
around ^ policemen, a bull- 
■doier also began levelling 
at the site in the Ras .AJ 
Amoud neighbourhood on 
cast Jerusalem's 
Motibt of Olives, witnesses 

-saj£ >; . 

/T^^ipject; led by mem- 
has of tjie far-right religious 
Aoaer* Cohanira and 


financed by Jewish Araeri- 
1 can milli onaire Irving 
Moskowitz, is ultimately to 
build 132 units for Jews in 
the heart of Ras .Al Amoud. 

The area is home to 30,000 
Arabs and is the last solidly 
Palestinian district linking 
Islamic sites in east 
Jerusalem’s nearby Old City 
to the area's Palestinian sub- 
urbs. 

The Jerusalem city gov- 
ernment, controlled by 
Netanyahu’s Liioid Party, 
approved the building plan 
earlier this year after months 
of hesitation. 

But Netanyahu refrained 
from siving final approval 
for fear of further disrupting 
the long-stalled negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

Just last week police 
blocked Ateret Cohanim 
from starting work at the site 
and the Shin Bet secret ser- 
vice reportedly recommend- 
ed further delays in the pro- 
ject to avoid possibly violent 
protests. 

But Netanyahu pressed 
ahead in an apparent bid to 
defuse right-wing anger over 
the land-for-security deal 
signed with the Palestinians 
in Washington on Get. -3 
and due to come into effect 


on Monday. 

A spokesman, David Bar- 
man, said the work was per- 
mitted to proceed because 
the prime minister "felt it did 
not represent a threat to pub- 
lic order.” 

A member of Ateret 
Cohanim said the group 
hoped to begin actual con- 
struction wi thin six months. 

“We came here today 
because we finally got the 
legal permits needed to 
work," said the militant, who 
only gave his name as Mari, 

Ateret Cohanim spear- 
heads efforts to settle Jews in 
east Jerusalem, which Israel 
occupied along with the rest 
of the West Bank in 1967 
and later illegally annexed as 
part of its capital. 

Mari claimed the group 
‘wants to provide an exam- 
ple of Jews and Arabs living 
together.” 

But Ras Al Amoud resi- 
dent All Daoud challenged 
the Israelis* right to settle in 
the Arab neighbourhood of 
30,000. 

“'Why are you coming 
here?” he angrily asked Dan 
and about a dozen other 
Ateret Cohanim militants. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israeli cabinet to 
judge Wye River 
deal on Tuesday 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu will submit 
Israel's latest peace agree- 
ment with the Palestinians to 
his cabinet on Tuesday, a 
day after the pact is due to 
come into effect, a senior 
official said Sunday. 

“The prime minister put 
off consideration of the 
agreement by the cabinet 
until Tuesday,” 

Netanyahyu's spokesman 
David Bar-EUan. told AFP. 

Netanyahu postponed a 
cabinet vote on the land-for- 
security agreement from last 
Thursday, saying the minis- 
ters would only consider the 
deal once the Palestinians 
submitted a plan for fighting 
terrorism as required by the 
accord. 

■ - We are waiting for the 
Palestinian Authority to pre- 
sent the U.S. administration 
with its anti-terrorism plan 
and that the Americans con- 
firm the document was 
drawn up in good faith," 
Bar-Ill an said. 

The peace accord calls for 
Israel to transfer another 13 
per cent of the West Bank to 
at least partial Palestinian 
control over three months 
and take other overdue steps 
expanding Palestinian 
autonomy in tandem with 
specific Palestinian steps to 
prevent anti-Israeli violence. 

Under the terms of the deal 
signed in Washington on 


Ocl 23, the Palestinians 
have until Monday to 
“share" their security pro- 
posals with the United 
States, which is acting as a 
guarantor of the deal. 

Palestinian officials said 
the deadline would be met 

Religious and nationalist 
parties which hold dominant 
positions in Netanyahu’s 
fragile coalition oppose the 
agreement, which they see 
as advancing the cause of 
Palestinian statehood and 
surrendering claims to terri- 
tory they consider the 
promised land of Israel. 

Despite the hard-liners’ 
opposition Bar-DJan said 
Netanyahu expected to have 
a clear majority in the cabi- 
net in favour of the agree- 
ment 

The agreement was 
reached during nine days of 
intensive. U.S. -mediated 
negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians at 
the Wye River Conference 
Centre outside Washington. 

Bar-EUan said Israel also 
planned this week to release 
the texts of several letters of 
guarantee from U.S. officials 
which accompanied the Wye 
River agreement 

Other Israeli officials said 
Netanyahu hoped the letters 
would calm the fears of 
hard-liners in his govern- 
ment who oppose ceding 
more land to die Palestini- 
ans. 


Regent urges cooperation 
to ensure implementation 
of peace agreements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. the Regent has reaf- 
firmed the need for all parties 
to the Middle East peace 
process to cooperate for the 
successful implementation of 
agreements reached between 
the different sides. 

In an interview with Israel 
Channel 2 Television station. 
Prince Hassan said that His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
always called for cooperation 
among all parties for the 
achievement of peace. 

Asked to comment on the 
elapse of three years now after 
the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yhzhak Rabin, the 
Regent said : “I believe that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
had believed that Rabin was a 
man of vision and courage 
and sincerity who helped 
build bridges across the psy- 
chological divide. I would say 
yes I do miss him.” 

The Regent said: "I think 
that Muslims and Jews recog- 
nise that what brought us 
together in civilisation over 
centuries was more than is 
dividing us in this century. I 
think the ability to poetically 
overcome 'conventional wis- 
dom’ was a common factor 
between the two sides and I 
think that in terms of security, 
the issue of the moment, they 
were able to see that what is 
important is not to retain a hill 
here or a hill there.” 

In reply to a question on the 
cause of disappointment 
among Jordanians about the 
peace treaty, the Regent said: 
“It is not a reflection of rejec- 
tion of peace, it is a feeling 
' that some of the stated goals 


had not been achieved as well 
as the hopes in terms of the 
opening of trade with Israel 
and the Palestinian territories. 

“7 would like to point out 
that there have been billions 
of dollars in trade between 
Palestinians and Israelis under 
successive Israeli govern- 
ments and this has excluded 
Jordan’s trade.” 

But there have been 
achievements over four years, 
he said He gave as an exam- 
ple the question of water. 

“We have been able to 
resolve that issue,” he said 
Asked if the Misha' al affair 
has damaged Israeli-Jordan- 
ian relations. Prince Hassan 
said “Yes, it did I would go 
back and say what is impor- 
tant is not to let incidental 
crises here and there (damage 
peace). What is important is to 
recognise that we have to con- 
tinue to bring down the ( wall 
of) fear of peace.” 

Asked whether the Islamic 
resistance movement. Hamas, 
has presence in Jordan, the 
Regent said: “There are no 
headquarters, arms, instruc- 
tions being issued or secret 
camps. This is very clear. We 
stand on the land along all the 
opponents of terror. But of 
course there are extreme 
organisations in the Jewish 
world or die Arab World and 
the Islamic World so long as 
there is no promise of 
progress to peace. They will 
continue to exploit the situa- 
tion.” 

• Asked if he considers 
Netanyahu a man of peace 
after signing the Wye River 
agreement. Prince Hassan 
said: “We have to judge Wye 


on its own merits and we have 
to accept that there is a man 
who is a prime minister of 
Israel and who has been deci- 
sive in accepting the fact that 
there is a new dynamic today. 
We have to give Wye a 
chance.” 

Asked to comment on an 
incident in which an Israeli 
settler was killed in the West 
B ank, he said. "The imple- 
mentation of the Wye River 
agreement has not yet started 
but of course the tragic loss of 
life is again what t prompted i 
King Hussein to say enough 
for destruction. 

“Once again, either we 
accept that there is no attempt 
to contain the course of death 
and destruction or we accept 
that the peace process is at 
least a positive attempt to con- 
tain the recurrence of the 
same,” the Regent said. 

Asked if the Wye agreement 
was a piece of paper. Prince 
Hassan said: "It is important 
to bear in mind the need for 
implementing the agreement 
which is not an end by itself 
— it is an OsloClinton with 
the foil support of the U.S." 

On the King’s health condi- 
tion, the Regent said he 
thanks all the Israelis who 
sent messages of warm feel- 
ings. This has done a great 
cfeal to back ail those in devel- 
oping a community not of 
states but of people. 

He said the bulletin issued 
last week from Mayo Clinic 
about the King's health was 
extremely encouraging. "I 
hope we can continue convey- 
ing him good news.” the 
Crown Prince said. 


Iraq defies U.N., refuses to go 
back on break with inspectors 


BAGHDAD (.AFP) — Iraq 
refused Sunday to reverse its 
decision to break with the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) for disarma- 
ment, defying the Security 
Council, and said it was left 
with no option in its efforts to 
lift sanctions. 

“There will be no coopera- 
tion, no inspections and no 
monitoring [of Iraqi sites] by 
the U.S.-Zionist spy commis- 
sion until Iraq's demands are 
met," Vice President Taha 
Yassin Ramadan said. 

He reiterated Baghdad’s 
demands for a lifting of the 
embargo, UNSCOM which 
Iraq accuses of being under 
U.S. control to be restruc- 
tured, and .its chairman 
Richard Butler to be sacked. 

The Security Council on 
Saturday, just hours after 
Iraq's break with UNSCOM, 
unanimously condemned the 


decision and demanded that it 
be reversed "immediately 
and unconditionally.'' 

But Ramadan said the 
Security Council's statement 
was "a new injustice against 
Iraq, and we reject it totally.” 

“The Security Council has 
so far not in the least adopted 
any positive initiative to do 
justice to Iraq and lift the 
embargo." the vice president 
told reporters at the opening 
of Baghdad international 
trade fair. 

He said Iraq was “deter- 
mined to pursue this path, 
whatever the sacrifices, until 
the embargo is lifted” and did 
not accept the Security Coun- 
cil's position on a “compre- 
hensive review” of sanctions. 

A crippling oil embargo 
imposed on Baghdad for its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM certifies the elim- 


ination of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction. 

.An Iraqi official said the 
decision to cut ties with 
UNSCOM was taken 
because Baghdad felt it was 
left with no hope for an end 
of sanctions. 

“The flexibility and coop- 
eration which Iraq has shown 
since the embargo was 
imposed eight years ago has 
not led to anything. We have 
nothing left to lose." he told 
-AFP. as kins not to be named. 

The break with UNSCOM 
coincided with the trade fair 
being anended by several 
.Arab ministers and firms 
from 30 countries. A U.N. 
oil-for-food accord authoris- 
es Iraqi crude exports to 
finance imports of food and 
medicine. 

(Continued on page 12 ) 


Arafat readies meeting to confirm changes to charter 


RAMALLAH (.AFP) — 
Yasser Arafat and other lead- 
ers of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Council (PNC) confirmed 
Sunday the timetable for 
revising foe Palestinian 
covenant as required under 
the latest peace accord with 
Israel. 

PNC speaker Salim 
Zanoun said foe meeting for- 
mally decided that the Pales- 
tinian Central Council w’ould 
convene within four weeks to 
reaffirm the cancellation of 
anti-Israel clauses in foe 
covenant. 

“We held a preparatory 
meeting with Arafat to organ- 
ise the central council meet- 
ing within four weeks,” 
Zanoun said on foe official 


Voice of Palestine radio. 

'The council will ratify foe 
letter sent by Arafat to U.S. 
President [Bill] Clinton spec- 
ifying the articles in the 
covenant which have been 
cancelled,” he said. 

He said the 120-member 
central council, an intermedi- 
ate body between the 600- 
member PNC and the smaller 
PLO Executive Committee, 
would be joined at the meet- 
ing by 12 deputies from foe 
elected Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council. 

The PNC, the Palestinians' 
top political body, was 
required under the 1995 Oslo 
interim peace accord to can- 
cel all articles in the 1964 
Palestinian covenant refer- 


ring to foe destruction of 
Israel as the Palestinians’ ulti- 
mate goal. 

At a meeting convened by 
Arafarin Gaza City in April 
1996, the PNC adopted a 
broadly worded resolution 
cancelling all clauses in the 
covenant which contradicted 
signed peace accords with 
Israel. 

The dovish Labour govern- 
ment in power in Israel at the 
time accepted that decision, 
but when foe right returned to 
office two months later Prime 
Minister Beny amin 

Netanyahu said the * PNC 
move was insufficient. 

Arafat subsequently wrote 
Clinton a letter specifying all 
the clauses which were 


affected by foe decision, but 
Netanyahu insisted foe full 
PNC ’reconvene to cancel 
each clause. 

The Palestinians refused, 
saying the Oslo requirements 
had already been met. 

The issue became a key- 
sticking point in foe negotia- 
tions which led to the so- 
called Wye River peace 
accord signed by Arafat and 
Netanyahu under Clinton's 
sponsorship on Ocl 23. 

Under the agreement, 
Arafat agreed to convene foe 
central council within six 
weeks to ratify' changes to the 
charter as described in foe let- 
ter to Clinton. 

The full PNC and other rep- 
resentative Palestinian bodies 


are then to be invited to a 
meeting in Gaza City to 
"reaffirm their support for the 
peace process" and the deci- 
sion taken by foe central 
council. 

In a major gesture to foe 
Palestinians in rernm for their 
willingness to reconvene foe 
PNC. Clinton agreed to 
attend die Gaza City meeting, 
due to be held in mid-Decem- 
ber. 

For its side of foe bargain. 
Netanyahu agreed to transfer 
an additional 13 per cent of 
the West Bank to at least par- 
tial Palestinians rule o\er 
three months and to enact 
other overdue measures 
expanding Palestinian auton- 
omy. 
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Netanyahu isolated 
as Israel remembers 
Rabin assassination 


TEL AVTV f AFP) — Israelis 
drew together in mourning 
Sunday on the third anniwr- 
.sui y ofYitzhak Rabin's assassi- 
nation. while Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu found 
himself isolated and under 
anack for demeaning the late 
premier's peace legacy. 

Flags were lowered to half- 
mast" and ceremonies held 
nationwide as Israel observed 
an official day or mourning for 
Rabin, who was gunned down 
on Nov. 4. 1995 by a right- 
wing Jewish radical bent chi 
halting the government’s poli- 
cy of turning West Bank land 
over to Palestinian control. 

The anniversary was marked 
Sunday according to the 
Hebrew calendar. 

Saturday night several hun- 
dred thousand people turned 
out for one of the biggest pub- 
lic rallies in Israel's history to 
attend a memorial ceremony at 
the site in Tel Aviv of Rabins 
murder. 

‘We must continue on his 
path.” "Peace isn't working 
without you," and “We are pro- 
tecting the peace." proclaimed 
giant banners hung around 
what is now called Rabin 
Square. 

Several representatives of the 
political right, including serv- 
ing government ministers, 
attended and even spoke at the 
rally. 

But Netanyahu was not pre- 


sent. choosing instead to give a 
television interview during 
which he renewed his harsh 
criticism of the Oslo peace 
accords signed by Rabin with 
the Palestinians between 1993 
and 1995. 

“We shall not follow the path 
laid out by the Labour Party in 
the Oslo accord, because it s a 
bad accord." he said 

Netanyahu was responding 
to criticism about his failure to 
even mention Rabin at the Oct. 
23 signing ceremony in Wash- 
ington of the so-called Wye 
River peace agreement with the 
Palestinians that reaffirmed 
Israel's land -For- peace commit- 
ment under the Oslo accords. 

Even Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi. one of Netanyahu's 
closest allies and onoe the most 
virulent of Rabin critics, called 
his oversight “an embarrass- 
ment and a disgrace" because 
of the kne prime minister's cen- 
tral role in the peace process. 

Bui Netanyahu rejected any 
parallels with his predecessor, 
saying “I am not following in 
Rabin's path." 

“We did all we could at Wfye 
Plantation to repair the damage 
that [tiie Oslo accords] caused,” 
Netanyahu said 

Netanyahu has long derided 
the Oslo agreements as having 
made too many concessions to 
the Palestinians while not pro- 
tecting Israelis' security'. 

Labour Partv officials and 


Rabin's family accused 

Netanyahu of playing a leading 
role, as opposition leader, in 
virulent anti-government 
protests which led up to and 
incited Rabin's assassination. 

In the television interview 
Netanyahu again denied this, 
saying he actively opposed the 
use of accusations like ‘‘traitor’ 
and “murderer" which rightist 
extremists hurled at Rabin and 
which assassin Yigal Amir 
died in justifying his act 

And at the start of Sunday's 
weekly cabinet meeting. 
Netanyahu asked the ministers 
to observe a minute of silence 
in Rabin's memory. 

At the request of Rabin’s 
widow Leah, the keynote 
speaker at Sunday's main 
memorial ceremony at 
Jerusalem’s Mount Herd mUi- 
taiy cemetery will not be a rep- 
resentative of Netanyahu’s 
government but lamer Army 
Chief of Staff Amnon Shahak 
— a potential political rival of 
the prime ministet 

Netanyahu will speak how- 
ever during a special session of 
parliament to te held later in 
the day as part of ffie memorial 
ceremonies. 

Prayer services and seminars 
were also being organised in 
schools and army bases around 
the country. Flags were low- 
ered to half-mast at govern- 
ment buildings and military 
installations. 


Kuwaiti cabinet accepts minister’s resignation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP.i — 
Kuwait's cabinet on Sunday 
accepted the resignation of a 
senior minister stepping down 
for health reasons and who 
faced a possible grilling over 
corruption charges. 

The official news agency 
KUNA said Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah Al 
Sabah voiced undemanding for 
Cabinet Affairs Minister Nasser 
Al Rodhan's decision and paid 
tribute to him during die week- 
ly cabinet session. 

Sheikh Saad. who is likewise 


prime minister, praised Rod- 
han's “efforts in taking over his 
n^xjnsibilities very faithfully 
in a critical period of Kuwait’s 
history.'' 

Rodhan. in a statement car- 
ried by newspapers on Sunday, 
said he was resigning for health 
reasons. “1 want a rest" he said. 

“What concerns me right 
now is the immediate discus- 
sion of my resignation, which I 
have rendered for health rea- 
sons alone, and which has no 
relation to any other issue what- 
soever." he added. 


Rodhan returned from a 
week-long mediatl check-up in 
Germany' on Saturday, and said 
he needed to take a full resL 
While serving as finance 
minister last year. Rodhan was 
grilled by the Kuwaiti parlia- 
ment over allegations of cor- 
ruption and misappropriation 
of funds. 

He faced a possible second 
grilling in his post as head of 
Kuwait municipality, a power- 
ful civic body which has also 
been accused of embezzlement 
and corruption. 



TANKER BURNS IN BEIRUT HARBOUR; Black smoke rises from the Maheseflag ‘Giovanna’ after die vessel caught fire Sunday in fee port of Bamt A Dutch 
sailor was sOgbtJy injured when fuel from the tanker spilled into the water, starting a blaze that sent up huge columns of anoke visible for kuometres fReotos photo) 


Syria hopes to solve all 
problems with Turkey 


DAMASCUS (R ) — The Syri- 
an government has said it hopes 
to solve all remaining problems 
with Turkey after the signing of 
an agreement that ended a row 
over alleged Syrian support for 
Kurdish rebels. 

The Baath-Ied National Pro- 
gressive Front fNPF), grouping 
heads of seven political parties, 
said after a meeting chaired by 
Vice President Zuheir Mashar- 
qa on Saturday that all pending 
problems with Ankara could be 
solved through dialogue and 
diplomacy. 

A statement by the NPF did 
not mention the other problems, 
but diplomats said the front was 
apparently referring to a dispute 
with Ankara over water-shaiing 
and Turkey's increasing mili- 
tary cooperation with JsraeL 

The statement said the meet- 


ing listened to a report by For- 
eign Minister Farouq Al Sham 
on Syrian-Turkish ties and the 
latest Palestinian- Israeli deal 
which Syria strongly criticised. 

The NIT'S meeting preceded 
a visit by Syrian President 
Hafez Assad to Egypt on Sun- 
day during which he is sched- 
uled to meet his counterpart 
Hosni Mubarak for talks that 
would include the Syrian-Turk- 
ish row and the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process. 

Officials said Assad had 
phoned Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah on Saturday for talks 
on tire latest developments in 
the region and issues of mutual 
interest. 

They did not give details, but 
the leaders of Syria. Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia often consult on 
Middle East peace talks and 


regional developments. 

The NPFs statement said the 
Syrian coalition also praised the 
outcome of the first meeting of 
the Syrian-Unkish security 
committee in D amas cus on 
Wednesday which called for 
improvement of ties. 

‘The meeting of the security 
committee constituted a good 
step on the way of solving all 
pending issues between the two 
countries,” the NPF statement 
said. 

Syria wants Turkey to sign a 
permanent water-sharing agree- 
ment to replace a provisional 
one that was signed in 1987. 
Syria also wants Turkey to 
reconsider its military ties with 
Israel which improved follow- 
ing a visit by Ibriash Prime 
Minister MesutYilmazto Israd 
in September. 


Iraq jarred by American legal arguments on sanctions 


By Evelyn Leopold 

Racer* 

UNITED NATIONS — IfPrcMdeni Sad- 
dam Hussein allows LIN. inspectors to 
room Ns palace* and scraps all dangerous 
biological and chemical agents, would 
eight-year old stringent trade sanctions he 
lifted? 

France. Russia and China as well as 
chief weapons inspector Rjehaiti Butler 
say they would be. But Washington dis- 
agrees. one reason Iraq says it suspended 
its remaining links with C’.N. inspectors 
on Saturday. 

Baghdad contends it has demolished its 
weapons of mass destruction. aJtlxmgh 
U.N. an ns uvjvns contest this. 

Accusing the l\N. Special Commis- 


sion. in chares of Iraqi disarmament of 
spying for the United States. Iraq has 
tanned spot inspections as well as ncm- 
intnishc monitoring programmes. 

The main reason, according to Bagh- 
dad and its U.N. ambassador. Ni?ar Ham- 
doon. was Washington’s position on what 
Iraq had to do in get sanctions lifted 
according to a key 1491 Gulf war cease- 
fire resolution. 

Interpretation nf the resolution was the 
subject nf a recent doscd-dcor l\N. 
Security Council debate on the shape and 
substance of a "comprehensive review” 
on Iraqi oimpliaiKc. 

The United States says compliance 
with amis demands is bui one of several 
criteria for lifting some sanctions, such as 
the han on nil exports. Iraq's main com- 


modity. 

Iraq, it says, also has to return stolen 
Kuwaiti property, account for missing 
Kuwaiti prisoners and compensate for its 
damage to the environment as a result of 
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
among other demands. 

Consequently, there is no agreed posi- 
tion in the Security- Council on how in 
interpret the April 199| Resolution 687 
that set criteria for how- sanctions would 
be lifted. 

The resolution, according to most UN. 
members, splits requirements for lifting 
sanctions on imports from those on 
exports. Lifting the embargo on oil 
exports, they sav. is clearly linked io com- 
pliance with weapons demands alone. 

The document says in one paragraph 


that goods exported from Iraq "shall have 
no further force or effect'' once the coun- 
cil agrees that demands relating to scrap- 
ping Iraq's weapons of mass destruction 
have been fulfilled. 

All other requirements, many U.N. 
diplomats argue, pertain to lifting sanc- 
tions nn the import of goods to Iraq. 

But US. officials speak of sanctions as 
a package and say the oil embargo should 
not he considered in isolation. 

"We believ e we need to see a pattern of 
compliance with all relevant Security 
Gumcif resolutions, which include more 
than weapons of mass destruction provi- 
sions." State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said earlier this year. 

Some Security Council members 
believ e the vague US. threat of eternal 


sanctions — particularly as long as Sad- 
dam is in power — Iras handed Iraq a 
potent argument in claiming that no mat- 
ter what it does, sanctions will not be 
cased 

One Japanese diplomat said that he did 
not believe Iraq’s confrontation with the 
inspectors was fire result of die dispute on 
the resolution. But he said Washington 
should "get that out of the way and see 
what happens.” Some legal experts say 
the complicated resolution could well 
support the U.S. position of removing all 
sanctions at once or leaving them all in 
place until demands ore met. 

Bui ihcy note that no council member, 
including the United States, gave cre- 
dence to this interpretation when the doc- 
ument was first adopted 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Expefled Algerian arrives in Burkina Faso 

OUAGADOUGOU (AFP ) — Ahmad Zaoui, a former member 
of Algeria's outlawed Islamic Salvation Froat (FIS) expelled by 
Switzerland Thursday, has arrived in Burkina Faso, an informed 
source said here Saturday. The Swiss justice ministry said fiiday 
that Zaoui who formed the breakaway FIS coordinkion council 
abroad last year, was “expelled with his family Thursday evening 
to a country which does not wish to be named” Ministry Spokes- 
woman Nathalie Huguet added: “He posed a security threat for 
file Swiss stare owing to Zaoui's influence over the radical wing 
of the FIS." Huguet said Switzerland feared an increase of organ- 
isational activities of Algerian Islamists cm its territory and that 
more Islamists would enter the country. 

Iran wants cooperation with Egypt 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran called on Sunday for a joint stand with 
Egypt against Israeli “plots,” saying such cooperation would hefc> 
improve relations between fie two Muslim states, “fighting 
Israeli plots is the best way to solve the existing problems betweoi 
Iran and Egypt oik! to bring the two countries doser to each other?’ 
Iranian Deputy Pariiameoray Speaker Hassan Rirham said in 
talks with the head of the Egyptian interests section, Mohammad 
Faflti Refafte. The official IRNA news agency quoted 
who is also secretary of the National Security Council, Iran's 
political and miKtarydedsforwnaking body, as saying that ' 
and Cairo want closer relations, “as indicated by the ament par- 
liamentary exchanges and economic cooperation.” 

Turkish inmates begin hunger strike 

ERZURUM (AP) — Sonte 50 prisoners are on a huDgex strife to 
protest conditions in a high-security prison of the eastern city of 
Erzurum, human rights activists said Sunday. Prisoners, who 
began then - hunger strike Wednesday, claim that authorities have 
refused to grant medical treatment to prisoners injured in recent 
prison riots. Turkey’s Human Rights Association said These are 
all Bes. ftisonere are always taken to hospital if in need of medical 
cure," said Quay Kayiran, in charge of Turkey's penitentiaries. 

Ttirk minister advocates court reforms 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey's justice minister said on Sunday he 
was in favour of reforms to a system of state security courts that 
has been criticised by European human rights bodies. Justice Min- 
ister Hasan Denizkuidu rivkle clear he was not speaking on hehatf 
of the government when he called for alterations to the quaa-miF 
itary courts. “Personally-, the name stare security court can even 
stay txit I am in favour of a change," Anatolia news agency quot- 
ed him as saying. 
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JORDAN TEI.EMSION 
PROGRAMME 'HVO 


15:10 


15 JO Dram .1 — The Genie From 

Dunn L'nifcr 

I6.-00 

Drama — NeiphKHrr. 

16:30 

I>te. — l jm Frontier. 

17:00 

..French Pttpsnmc — T)uL\sj 

ISriW 


Mv Back 

19:00 


19.-15 

French Procramme — 

Science Acnulups. 

19 JO 


WJ5 

....ComAh — The rsrcnthixd 

20:00 

D'v. - The Internet Calc' 

20J0 


21:10 


22:00 


22 JO 

- The Illusion 

23 JV 


PRA'V’ER TIMES 

04 JO. 


05:4S.., 


11:19. 



DAILY GUIDE ANtl 



W:» ‘Asr 

Mochrcb 

18KW .“‘Isha 


CHliRCHES 

SL Mary nf Nazareth Church 
SweiBch. Td. 5920T40 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624591 ) 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622J66 


Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53;4624R1 1. 

SL Afrcm Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477(751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5K65R07 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56RW04 
The Evangelical lineal Church 
in Amman Tel. 5S1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salk* College TcL 5661757 
Church nf the Annunciation TcL 
4637440 

Greek -Orthodox Church TeL 
4646158 

Church of Presentation. Swci- 
GchTcL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholk Church 
TcL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TcL 4614 190 ' 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4R92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

BuMtiin supplied by the Dcpan- 

nwns nf Mctearplngy 

Fine weather cnmljtion*: wiil pre- 


vail with clouds appearing at Icnv 
Jmudes and winds northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
moderate, winds nerthcriy moder- 
ate to actbe. and seas calm. 

Mia/Ntav. temp. 

Amman- JQ/23 

Aqaba 1 7418 

Deserts 09/25 

Jordan Valley 16/29 

Yesterday's high icmjKniiures: 
Amman 22 Aqaba 28 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 37 per cent. 
Aqaba 56 percent 

Following are the highest temper- 
arurcs expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas. 

Ajloun .......20 

Jcrash — 2S 

UmQays 21 

Madaba 25 

Pttra 26 

Dead Sea -....31 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid Share,— 4391405 

Dr. KhafidM'addL,, 5661144 

Dt .-Vdnan Zachlmd— 48QSMO 

Dr. Fakber Babrisi 5?222?3 

Fiku. pharmacy ......5661912 


Al Ascma pharmacy 
Nairoukh phannacy .. 
Al Sulam pharmacy .. 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy . 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ali STaKpiri 

Al Quds pharmacy .... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. WaMHalasch ... 
Khalifch pharmacy ... 


5347632 

4623672 

4636730 

, ...4644945 

4637660 

5347632 


_.ii.cmnniw> 

i—l 


Abdali TcL Repoin> 

Jcnkm Tclcvisi 

Rodin Jiirdan 

Water Authority 

J. Elcancity Auihurily 

Electric Power Co 

RJ Flight lnliirmution.. 
Uuccn Alialnt]. Airpitt . 


...5661101 
...4773 II f 
...4774 Ml 
..-56NO100 
...5815615 
...4636381 
..44-53200 
...44-53200 


Ihn Sina Hospital (.09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


IRBID: 


.(09)900990 

Princess 

Bosnia 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Roman 

Catholic 

Hospital 

.(02)272275 


(09 1982799 
,tn9iUK54|7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Di&ncc Department 

— 5661 1 II 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
- 4630341 

Civil Defence Emcrpcncv 199 

Rescue fWkr 191462111 1.4637777 

Rre Brigade. 461 7 10! 

Blood Bank,.-.. 4775121 

Highway Police 534341)2 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security DepL.....463U321 

Hotel Complaints^. .56O5S00 

Price Complaints. 5661 J 7ft 

& ScwcrapJ Cnmpkjrts iWJfrT 
Anrmar. Municipolitv Complaint 1 * 

— 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information i direct nry 

assistance! 121 

Ov’crseas Calls U132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
4623101 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The AnhCamu liw Hcan and Special 

Sragm- 5921190 

TlteLd.nnk.Abdl> - 5666131/7 

Hir«rm Medical Centre „. lfc JK56K56 

Lurniib 4630195 

KhaJidi Mtiemiiy. 4f>14281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4<423ft2 

Malhav. J. Amman 4636 1 40 

Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

Jordon Huspnal „._5t>U7550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ..5607227/9 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhiijrccn...4777 101/3 

Al- Bashir. .47751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 489161 j/j j 

Queen Alta Hospital ...560224CK50 
Aural Huspitol .4891611/15 

ZARQ.V: 

ZurqaUow. Hiatal |QQ|W3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09000560 


Ibn Al Nal'ecs Hospital 

102)7101372.(02)7103101 

R»>sary Sisters Hospital 

<02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103 100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infnrmatinn is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Intematitmiil Airport TcL 
(•T4)SJ2(Xb5. when it should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied m 
phone 44 (527001 Information an 
Royal Wings flights can he supplied 
tm phone 4675201-$ 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

®*:00 - Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (RJ) 


08^0 ,„..Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 ... Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RTi 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 .....Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
2(h30 .—Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

24:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur f RJ > 
08:35 Jeddah r RJ) 

Other Flights 

0&20 Alexandria (BA) 

09*J0 Cairo (MS) 

10:00 KhanoumiSD) 

13^0 ^.Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 .—.Dubai. Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

10:15 Frankfort (LH) 

22:25 .Tel Aviv CLY) 

0l:25 ...^Amstodam (KL) 

01^5 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10'30 ..Aqaba (arriving aiQALA) 
(RW) 

11:15 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 

22:35 Tel Aviv (arriving ar QAJA ) 
(RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 


Airport) (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO Beirut (RJ) 

l(h30 „ JFrankfurt, London (RJ) 
11:00 Arraucndam, Chicago (RJ.) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12 JO Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJI 

20:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Muscat, Dubai (RJJ 

21:20 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (addKRJ) 

22:00 Tehran (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 _JaOTbul(TKF 

07^15 Paris (AF). 

09.-05 Jjond«j(BA) 

10^0 .Cairo CMS) 

11=05 -..JstanbuHSD) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF). 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

15:35 Doha(QR) 

163Q Dubai (EK) 

18^0 _„_JChaiioum(SD)' 

20:00 Beirut (ME!- 

23:10 .TcIAvivlLV) 

02^5 Amsterdani (KL) 

02j 45 - Athens (OA): 

Royal VTuigs (RW 

08d)0 Aqaba (from Marka ArtpJttJ 

(RW) 

05h30 Aqaba (fhrm Matte Aflp°n) 
(RW) 

20^5 „Td Avrv (&m) QAIA) iRWl 
21 JO ..Aqaba (from QAJA) (R^ 1 


" 'fflCQl i| h 
% 
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Change in concept of 
development benefiting 
women — Princess Sarvath 


LONDON (Petra) — The 
evolution of the concept of 
development from one that 
merely focuses on econom- 
' ic growth to a more com- 
l prehensive approach that 
encompasses the develop- 
ment of society as a whole 
has resulted in positive 
gains for women and their 
status in society. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath 
has said. 

Within this concept that 
emerged in the 1980s, “the 
necessity 'to improve the 
status of women through 
empowerment became an 
imperative that could no 
longer be ignored,” said 
Princess Sarvath in a speech 
at the Soroptimisr 
International Foundation 
conference in London. 

The Princess said educa- 
tion and health were con- 
sidered- two main tools 
directly relevant to 
women's empowerment, 
pointing out that the educa- 
tional gains made by 
women opened new 
avenues and opportunities 
for them. 

Accordingly. said 

Princess Sarvath, women’s 
role' in societies expanded 
and the. nature of their par- . 
ticipation evolved to 
become more effective. In 
many parts of the world, 
she added, women seized 
, the opportunity to organise 
*and form their own lobbies 
in order to have a say in 
what directly affected their 
welfare and that of their 
particular community. 

Princess Saryath told the 
conference, which was 
attended by about 1,000 
women from different 
countries, that women's 
NGOs in Jordan have 
mushroomed since 1974, 
when, a conference dealing 
specifically with women's 
issues was held- 
r “Net-only was the pofiti- 
j, cal. antisocial climate con T . 
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ducive to such popular par- 
ticipation, but it was con- 
sciously encouraged as a 
mode to strengthen civil 
society and enhance the 
democratisation process in 
the Kingdom” said 
Princess Sarvath. 

She explained that women 
in Jordan play an active role 
in society and work under 
government regulations that 
do not put them at a disad- 
vantage with regard to 
career development and 
promotion to higher posi- 
tions. 

“However,” Princess Sar- 
vath said, “it is unfortunate- 
ly also true that many 
women in Jordan, in keep- 
ing with their peers in other 
countries, do find difficulty 
in reaching the higher posi- 
tions and, in practice, have 
been passed over in favour 
of men. regardless of 
merit.” 

“Our labour laws pertain- 
ing to working women, 
although adequate, still .fall 
short of the ideal,” she 
added. 


Princess Sarvath pointed 
out that a number of NGO’s 
are calling, with the 
involvement and encour- 
agement of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, 
for the revision of certain 
laws and drafting of new 
ones tbai protect their 
rights, particularly in labour 
and personal status. 

The status of women has 
changed, as now women 
tend to have more control 
over discussions that affect 
them directly at both the 
personal level and at the 
public level. Princess Sar- 
vath told the conference. 

Women in Islam was the 
subject of two other speech- 
es Princess Sarvath gave ar 
the Shaw House School in 
Bradford and the 199S Lord 
Caradon Lecture. 

Princess Sarvath 

explained that Islam was a 
potent force for the emanci- 
pation of women, giving 
them unprecedented rights 
in the legal, social, econom- 
ic, political and civil 
spheres. , : 


Regent urges efforts by governments, 
businesses towards Arab free trade zone 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
Sunday urged Arab govern- 
ments and business commu- 
nities to do everything in 
their power to implement 
programmes connected with 
the establishment of a free 
trade zone in the Arab World. 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh to the open- 
ing of the 35th conference of 
Arab Chambers of Trade, 
Industry and Agriculture, 
Prince Hassan called on Arab 
investors and governments to 
invest capital within Arab 
countries, noting that the 
Arab World’s funds currently 
deposited in other parts of 
the world are estimated at 
more than S600 billion. 

"The Arab states have 
achieved limited success at 
the official level in the field 
of economic integration dur- 
ing the past decades" the 
Regent said. 

He expressed hope that the 


delegates at the meeting 
would achieve a qualitative 
leap that would compel polit- 
ical decision-makers to take 
into consideration new ideas 
and elements to achieve this 
economic integration. 

The Regent described the 
meeting as a good opportuni- 
ty' for deepening dialogue on 
the subject and for drawing 
up the outlines of the future 
Arab economy at the thresh- 
old of the 2 1 st century and in 
a world that is witnessing 
rapid developments that are 
presenting the Arabs with 
new challenges. 

In his address, the Regent 
noted that the “information 
revolution” and the globali- 
sation of the economy are 
putting the Arab states face to 
face with a series of events 
which makes it impossible 
for them to pursue the course 
of development without 
measures to join the global 
economy. 

The Regent referred to an 
address His Majesty King 


Hussein made to Arab busi- 
nesspersons ar a meeting in 
Amman last year in which he 
said: ‘The state has failed in 
taking your place and per- 
forming your role and your 
dury. and I believe that the 
governments in the future 
should be partners with you 
in your work and should pro- 
tect you and support your 
steps so that you can achieve 
what is best for the .Arab 
economy and .Arab citizens." 

The Crown Prince said the 
conference represents a basic 
component of inter-Arab 
economic action and a base 
from which the Arab coun- 
tries can move towards wider 
cooperation and the creation 
of an Arab common market. 

Such a market will take 
into account the interests of 
all countries and lay the 
foundation for an Arab eco- 
nomic bloc that can confront 
the challenges of the future 
and withstand the economic 
powers represented in the 
major economic blocs in 


Europe, America and Asia, 
said Prince Hassan. 

The Regent added that the 
Arab countries’ efforts to 
achieve economic integration 
failed in the past decades due 
largely to conflicting inter- 
ests and political differences, 
which subsequently led to a 
retreat in inter-Arab econom- 
ic cooperation. 

Prince Hassan said an 
executive programme for 
free trade has inevitably 
become an “urgent” necessi- 
ty- 

He noted the “regrettable” 
fact that trade among Arab 
countries does not exceed 
eight per cent of the overall 
Arab countries' foreign trade 
volume. The Regent, howev- 
er, noted that Jordan's trade 
with Arab countries consti- 
tutes around 30 per cent of 
the Kingdom’s total trade 
volume. 

“In Jordan, we were among 
the first calling for joint Arab 
action, uniting pan-Arab 
efforts, and advocating pan- 


Arab economic unity and an 
Arab common market,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

He added that an Arab free 
trade zone would expand and 
open new markets for Arab 
products, attract investments 
and make use of modem 
technology’, of which the 
Crown Prince said the Arabs 
are in dire need. 

The Regent underlined the 
role of Arab chambers of 
trade, industry' and agricul- 
ture in achieving the free 
trade zone within 10 years. 

He said the economic and 
financial crises in different 
parts of the world have nega- 
tively affected Arab states. 
The Regent added that the 
return of Arab funds deposit- 
ed abroad can help Arab 
states find solutions to pover- 
ty and unemployment prob- 
lems that have worsened in 
the recent years mainly due 
to the huge increases in pop- 
ulation growth and a decline 
in ffie level of gross domestic 
product. 



SROUR RECEIVES TURKISH ENVOY: The speaker of the Lower House of Par- 
liament, Sa’d Havel Srour. receives Turkish Ambassador to Jordan Ahmet Umar at 
the end of his tour of duty. Srour voiced appreciation for the efforts exerted by the 
Turkish ambassador to promote bilateral relations (Petra photo) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Danish EM arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Danish Foreign Minister Niels Helvig 
arrived Sunday in Amman as part of a regional tour. The Dan- 
ish minister said his talks will touch upon bfiazeral relations and 
recertf developments in the region. He was received upon arrival 
by Foreign Minister Abdul Hah Kharib. 

Deal (hi power substation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An agreement between the National Elec- 
tric Power Company (NEPCO ) and a Dutch firm was signed on 
Stfflday in A mman for the establishment of the Suweimeb 
power substation, a NEPCO statement said. Waddah Nabulsi, 
tbe company's managing director, and J. Van Gelderen, project 
development manager of the Holland-based QTECQ Projects 
signed the contract agreement at the company’s h eadq ua r ter. 
Wad Sabri, the substation’s department manager, said 35 per 
cent of the project’s JD5 million cost is being financed by a 
grant from the Dutch government, while the balance will be 
paid by the Jordan Valley Authority. 

British official arrives today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The parliamentary undersecretary of state in 
the British Department for International Development (DFID), 
George Foulkes, is scheduled to arrive in Amman today for a 
two-day official visit, a British embassy statement said yester- 
day. Foulkes will meet with Minister at Planning Nabil 
Amman and Minister of Social Development Mohammad 
Kheir Manwar tn discuss present and future DFID assistance to 
Jordan. Foulkes will also visit the Family Protection Unit of the 
Pubic Security Department and receive a briefing on the unit s 
functions ' and future plans, tbe statement added. 

Pbfice investigating Iraqi’s death 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The body of a 47-year-old Iraqi was found 
Sunday behind AJ Khalij Hotel in Madaba. Police.are investi- 
gating die cmfm of (feat h of the man, identified as Amir Abdul 
Razzaq: 



what’s going on 


criollo” (in Spanish) 


nx- 




LECTURE 

* “Dos romanceros: el gitano y -rut 

fryDrV.S. Gonzdlez Quesada at Institute Cervantes, Jabai 
A mman on Tuesday Nov. 3 at 5;00 p.m. (Tel. 46108 - 8). 

*Home and Away - Local Influence and Commonwealth 
Colour” by Dr. Noha Hommad and Mrs. Anna Obeidar at 
the British Council. Jabai Amman (5:00 p.m. - 7:0U p.m.) 

exhibitions „ . . . 

*-^Iasterwoiks of the Spanish Contemporary 
hire and Presentation of Architecture Guide: Spam 1V-U- 
POKF arlnstiruro Cervantes, Jabai Amman, until Nov. b. 

‘Ceramics by Ra'd and Ahmad A1 Oelaimia Ham- 
fflaabi Arts Gallery, Gardens Sl (Tel. 5:36098.). unnl| 

, ' Exhibition of works by Palestinian anise Kama! Bord-I 
lata entitled “Homage to Jerusalem, an exhibinon of 
Paintings by late Palestinian artist Zulfa A1 Sa di« aD exm- 

fction by Palestinian-American photographer m o 

Ntseibah entitled “The Farthest Mosque at Darat 
FuBun, Jabai Weibdeh, until Nov. 12 (Tel. 464.->_3 1/-). 


Press department urges newspapers 
to meet law’s requirements by deadline 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publications Department has 
asked all local papers to rectify 
their situation in accordance 
with the 1998 press law. 

In an announcement issued 
last weekend. PPD Director 
lyad Qartan said all periodicals 
had until Nov. 30 to present the 
department with necessary 
documents in accordance with 
the law. 

“The government has no 
intention of prolonging the 
given grace period nor does it 
have any intention of amend- 
ing or changing any article in 
die recently passed law.” Qat- 
tan said. 

The 1998 Press and Publica- 
tions Law went into effect 
Sept. 1, despite hopes of 
amendments by journalists, 
editors, and human rights 
organisations. 

The press body described 
the new law as a “penal code” 
for journalists, and human 
rights organisations said that if 
tbe law were not amended it 
would endanger Jordan's press 
freedoms. 

Several analysts and human 
rights advocates claimed that 
many articles in the law con- 
tradict both the Constitution 
and international conventions 
to which Jordan is a signanxy. 
They also asserted thai 
ambiguous language coupled 
with exacting penalties. 


including a legal mechanism 
to close down newspapers 
found in violation of the law. 
would be used to “harass” 
journalists and force a regime 
of self-censorship at newspa- 
pers. 

But the government has reit- 
erated on several occasions 
after the law went into effect 
thai it would adopt a “soft” 
approach in implementing the 
law and would pursue a peace- 
ful dialogue with the entire 
press body, the government, 
however, made no mention of 
further amendments to the law. 

In a statement to the .Arabic 
daily AJ Ra’L Qartan said the 
announcement reiterating the 
Nov. 30 deadline was merely a 
reminder to periodicals so that 
the department and the press 
body would not find them- 
selves in a “bottle neck” in the 
lasr few days of November 

He said many editors have 
been avoiding foil implemen- 
tation of the law' in hope of fur- 
ther amendments. 

In its announcement to 
around 25 publications, the 
PPD called on dailies to sub- 
mit banknotes certifying a cap- 
ital of no less than JD500.000 
and a memo by the Jordan 
Press Association certifying 
that the paper's chief editor is a 
journalist, defined by the JPA 
as a Jordanian resident who 
has worked in the profession 
for a minimum of eight years, 
has been a member of the 


association for at least three 
years, and has never been con- 
victed of a crime that forced 
him/her to stop writing. 

It also called for the editor to 
be proficient in the printed lan- 
guage of the publication, both 
in reading and writing. 

Weekly publications were 
asked to submit the same 
memo regarding their chief 
editors, but with banknotes of 
a minimum capital of 
JD 100,000. 

Specialised publications 
were demanded to produce a 
capital of JD5.000 and a chief 
editor with a minimum rele- 
vant experience of five y ears. 

According to Qanan. none 
of the dailies or weeklies have 
so far presented their creden- 
tials to the department, while 
around six specialised publica- 
tions have. 

A1 Ra’i editorial staff said 
they have not presented their 
credentials yet because 
"bureaucratic obstacles" have 
hampered them from obtain- 
ing the needed papers and 
delivering them to the depart- 
ment. 

They said they 1 were keen on 
cooperating with the PPD in a 
“civilised and open manner” 
despite reservations about the 
law. 

Jamal Shawaheen. chief edi- 
tor of. AJ Bilad weekly, told the 
Jordan Times that the weekly 
had also not presented the 
PPD with the required docu- 


ments. 

He said the weekly had 
amended its situation in accor- 
dance with the 1997 tempo- 
rary press law and raised its 
capital to JD300.000, 
JD20&000 higher than the 
current requirement “We still 
don't know if the PPD wants 
us to present them with a new 
banknote of our capital,” he 
said adding that the paper will 
inquire. 

As for chief editor require- 
ments. he said that he met all 
the qualifications and that the 
weekly plans to present its cre- 
dentials within the next couple 
of days. 

A1 Dustour’s chief editor, 
NabQ Sherif. said his daily had 
no problem with the require- 
ments of the PPD in terms of 
its financial status and its chief 
editor. 

“We are in tbe process of 
accumulating the needed doc- 
uments to present them to the 
department before the given 
deadline,” Sherif said. “How- 
ever, we think that such a 
request by the department 
from a daily that has been in 
the business for more than 30 
years to show compliance with 
the Jaw is somewhat unusual.” 

He added that he expected 
the newspaper to submit its 
paperwork soon. 

Other periodicals also said 
they will present the depart- 
ment with their credentials 
soon. 


Two-day public 
holiday to mark 
King’s birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will observe His Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday 
with a two-day public holi- 
day on Saturday. Nov. 14 
and Sunday. Nov. 15, Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser 
Judeb said late Saturday 
evening. 

The King’s birthday falls 
on Nov. 14. 

Speaking after a regular 
Cabinet session, Judeh also 
said Nov. J6 will be a holi- 
day to mark A1 Israa Wal 
Miraj (the Prophet's night 
journey to heaven). All gov- 
ernment departments and 
public institutions will be 
closed on these three days, 
he added. 

The minister noted that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 


has directed the government 
to organise celebrations on 
the King’s birthday to 
reflect the Jor dani an peo- 
ple’s affection ‘for their 
Monarch. 

Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh has set up a spe- 
cial committee to make the 
necessary' arrangements for 
the event and report by 
Tuesday to the Cabinet, 
which Judeh said discussed 
the various activities which 
will be carried out during 
the celebrations. 

Judeh added thai the plan- 
ning committee for the cele- 
brations comprises repre- 
sentatives of the ministries 
of awqaf and Islamic affairs, 
social development, tourism 
and antiquities, culture, 
information and education. 


Higher Jordanian- 
Egyptian committee 
convenes on Nov. 1 8 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Higher Joitianian-Egyptian 
Joint Committee will convene 
its 15th meeting on Nov. IS in 
Amman under tbe co-chair- 
manship of the two countries' 
prime ministers, according to 
an official aniKxmcernem Sun- 
day. 

Tbe committee’s meeting 
will include the official linkage 
of the two countries’ power 
grids at a special ceremony and 
the conclusion of an agreement 
on trade. The linkage is pan of 
a project involving five Middle 
Eastern countries: Jordan, 

Egypt Syria. Iraq and Turkey. 

The higher committee is 
scheduled to discuss a set of 
recommendations prepared by 
the two countries’ preparatory 
committees that are expected 
to cover closer cooperation in 
industry; trade, customs, agri- 
culture. transport, health, 
tourism, higher education, 
information, culture and the 

workforce. 

The announcement a dded 
that the private-sector business 
communities in Egypt and Jor- 
dan will sign an agreement to 
establish a joint trade and 
industry council and another to 


implement a 1996 agreement 
on cooperation between the 
Jordanian and Egyptian finan- 
cial markets. 

The announcement said the 
committee will sign long-term 
agreements between the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Compa- 
ny and the Egyptian alumini- 
um company and between the 
Arab Potash Company and the 
concerned Egyptian authorities 
on a potassium sulphate pro- 
ject. 

The committee is also 
expected to discuss the provi- 
sion of Egyptian gas to Jordan 
and to creaie joint committees 
to launch cooperation in solar 
and wind energy as well as in 
petroleum fields! 

The committee will discuss 
cooperation in the fishing 
industry; agricultural trade. and 
regular air. sea and land trans- 
port between Aqaba and Cairo 
and Sinai, according to the 
announcement. 

The employment of Egyp- 
tians in the Kingdom will also 
be cm the agenda, according to 
the announcement, which said 
a recent agreement between 
the two sides concerning this 
issue will be ratified. 


‘Jordan’s lab accreditation standards comparable to worldwide systems’ 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Laboratories 
Accreditation Department of the 
Jordan Institution for Standards and 
Metrology has passed tbe test for 
accrediting local laboratories on 
internationally accepted levels, 
according to a German government 
expert. 

Joachim Thiele of German 
Accreditation Councils Committee 
on International Cooperation said 
the department’s accreditation sys- 
tem is in accordance with European 
methods. 

Four local laboratories, which 


recently submitted their accredita- 
tion applications to the department, 
were chosen by the German 
Accreditation System and the 
department to see how they fared in 
terms of manuals, staff and other 
requirements, based on German 
s tandar ds. 

‘The Jordanian and German find- 
ings were nearly identical,” Thiele 
reported after his three-day official 
visit here to exchange experiences 
with the department. “Jordanian 
laboratory accreditation standards 
are comparable with other world- 
wide systems.” 

According to the bead of the Lab- 


oratories Accreditation Department. 
Lina Qudah. the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation provided 
around JD2.4 million from 1987 to 
1996 to the Jordan Institute for 
Standards and Metrology in order to 
promote a national system for 
metrology, standards, testing and 
quality management 

The assistance came under the 
framework of the Jordanian-Ger- 
man technical cooperation project 
which was set up in 1991 and will 
last until 1999. 

Last week, the department held a 
one-day workshop for 27 partici- 
pants from the institute, the Royal 


Scientific Society and other local 
public and private laboratories to 
train them on conducting technical 
and quality assessments of appli- 
cant laboratories. 

According to Qudah, the work- 
shop discussed recent accreditation 
practices in Germany and Europe, 
the role of technical assessors, vali- 
dation of in-house test methods and 
aims of mutual recognition agree- 
ments between accreditation bod- 
ies. 

The seminar underlined the 
importance of metrology; standards, 
testing and quality management in 
increasing exports of Jordanian 


goods. 

“Improving the management to an 
internationally accepted level is a 
declared World Trade Organisation 
aim to reduce technical barriers to 
trade and to meet the requirements 
of several international trade agree- 
ments ” the workshop concluded. 

The Laboratories Accreditation 
Department, established in 1997. is 
responsible for accrediting testing 
and calibration laboratories of the 
public and private sectors, provid- 
ing information material to the Jor- 
dan ■ Institute for Standards and 
Metrology and developing the qual- 
ity management system. ~ 


.'V' ; 

‘ t-.-x ’ 






4 World News 


Jordan limes, Monday, November 2, 1998 



New anti-Catholic gang 
claims responsibility 
for latest killing 


BELFAST, Northern 
Ireland (AP) — A new 
Protestant gang opposed to 
Northern Ireland's prevail- 
ing ceasefires claimed 
responsibility Sunday for 
the killin g of a Catholic 
civilian. 

A caller representing the 
Red Hand Defenders told 
the BBC’s office in 
Londonderry that the group 
fatally shot 35-year-old 
Brian Service as he walked 
home alone early Saturday 
on Belfast's rough north 
side. The caller also 
claimed responsibility for 
another gun attack on a pub 
in Catholic wesL Belfast in 
which nobody was hurt. 

The killing demonstrates a 
new dissident threat within 
the ranks of Northern 
Ireland's many outlawed 
pro-British groups: the 

Ulster Defence Association, 
Ulster Volunteer Force and 
Red Hand Commando, 
which have observed a joint 
ceasefire since 1994. and 
the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, which joined the 
truce after politicians struck 
a historic peace accord six 
months ago. 

Such groups have killed 
more than 900 people, 
mosdy Catholic civilians at 
random, in a three-decade 
campaign aimed at match- 


ing violence committed by 
the Irish Republican Army. 
The IRA, the major anti- 
British paramilitary group 
with power bases in work- 
ing-class Catholic areas, has 
observed a truce for 15 
months. 

There was no violent reac- 
tion when IRA dissidents 
committed Northern 

Ireland's worst-ever atrocity 
in August, a car bomb that 
killed 29 civilians and 
wounded 370 others in the 
religiously mixed town of 
Omagh. 

But Saturday's killing 
coincided with the failure to 
meet an important deadline 
in April’s peace accord, 
which a strong minority of 
Protestants oppose on the 
grounds it gives too much to 
die IRA and its allied Sinn 
Fein party. 

The agreement, supported 
by eight parties after 22 
months of negotiations, 
called for a new Northern 
Ireland government to hold 
an inaugural summit with 
the Irish government by the 
end of October. But that 
symbolically important 
development has been 
delayed because Protestant 
politicians are refusing to 
include Sinn Fein in the 
new government unless the 
IRA starts disarming. 


The accord called for both 
the IRA and outlawed pro- 
British groups to disarm by 
mid-2000, but didn’t speci- 
fy a starting point. Both 
camps have vowed to retain 
their weaponry indefinitely. 

The name “Red Hand 
Defenders” emerged this 
summer in Portadown, 
Northern Ireland's most 
staunchly Protestant town, 
where an annual confronta- 
tion between Protestant 
marchers and Catholic pro- 
testers has triggered wide- 
spread violence. 

After police successfully 
blocked this year's march, 
the Red Hand Defenders 
issued death threats against 
leading Catholic protesters 
and claimed responsibility 
for a grenade attack that 
mortally wounded a police 
officer. 

Portadown is also the 
power base for the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force, which 
killed a dozen Catholics 
earlier this year. Police and 
politicians suspect that the 
Red Hand Defenders is a. 
cover name for Loyalist 
Volunteers who oppose the 
group's May ceasefire. 

A red-coloured hand, the 
traditional . symbol of the 
province of Ulster, adorns 
many Protestant flags and 
wall murals today. 


Military study withheld, altered 
information about Agent Orange 


SAN DIEGO, Calif. (AP) — 
The U.S. military withheld 
information about possible links 
between Agent Orange and birth 
defects for years, and down- 
played the defoliant's link to 
cancer among Vietnam war vet- 
erans, die San Diego Union- 
Tribune reported Sunday. 

The newspaper conducted a 
six-month investigation into a 
$200 million Air Force study, 
which began in 1979 and has 
been a key factor in denying 
compensation to some veterans. 

It is unclear how many people 
suffer from the effects of Agent 
Orange, which was sprayed over 
wide swaths of jungle by U.S. 
planes during a l O-year period 
to strip away cover from North 
Vietnamese troops and their 
resupply convoys. 

The study tracks the health of 
about 1.000 veterans who partic- 
ipated in Operation Ranch 
Hand, a series of Air Force mis- 
sions that sprayed defoliants 
over 3.6 million acres of South 
Vietnam. The study is scheduled 
to conclude in 2006. 

As part of the Ranch Hand 
study, Air Force scientists in 
1984 drafted two reports. 
According to the newspaper, 
information from the first report 
was withheld for years; the other 
was published but its findings 
altered, the newspaper said. 

"This is 3 medical crime, basi- 
cally” said Richard Albanese, a 
scientist who designed the origi- 
nal study but was later taken off 


the project "Certainly, this is 
against all medical ethics.” 

The withheld report focused 
oo birth defects and infant 
deaths, showing high rates of 
both among children ofVjetnam 
veterans, the newspaper said. 

Language in the second 
report, which focused on veter- 
ans' general health, was altered 
to show little difference between 
the studied veterans and a com- 
parison group, according to the 
newspaper. 

• A table in the second report 
showed Ranch Hand veterans 
by a ratio of 5-to-l were ‘less 
well" than other veterans. But 
after a White House advisory 
panel reviewed the report, the 
table was omitted in the pub- 
lished report and the lead scien- 
tist CoL George Lathrop, delet- 
ed a sentence saying some of the 
findings were "of concern" and 
instead wrote the findings were 
"reassuring.” 

Lathrop told the Union- 
Tribuue that the changes were 
minor. 

"Fundamentally, the advisory 
group felt that we were too lib- 
eral on the interpretation," 
Lathrop said. 

Albanese contends the 
changes distorted the report and 
that data on cancer rates were 
misleading because of the way 
cancer victims were grouped. 

Scientists found that Ranch 
Hand veterans had twice as 
many cancers as the comparison 
group, Albanese said. But in die 


published report, skua and inter- 
nal cancers were separated, 
showing Ranch Hand veterans 
with 135 per cent more skin can- 
cers and only 20 per cent more 
internal cancers than the com- 
parison group. 

The report suggested the skin 
cancers were caused by overex- 
posure to the sun and found “no 
significant group differences” in 
internal cancers. 

“It happened that most cancas 
were in the skin, and the report 
said they were just in the skin," 
said Albanese, who was taken 
off the project after publicly dis- 
agreeing. "That's not a correct 
inference." 

The Air Force in 1987 conced- 
ed in a letter to Sen. Tom 
Daschle, that the 19S4 report on 
cancer and birth defects might 
be incorrect In 1988, under 
Daschle's urging, a report was 
released containing some details 
left out of tite published 1984 
report 

But it wasn’t until 1992 that 
the Air Force released data on 
birth defects, information that 
was in the withheld report from 
1984. 

Joel Michalek, the Ranch 
Hand study's lead scientist, told 
the newspaper that the Air Force 
regrets using the term "reassur- 
ing.” 

‘That's a forbidden interpreta- 
tion,” Michalek said. “You can’t 
reassure any one of anything in 
(statistical studies ). You can only 
establish hazard, not safety." 


Christopher Gable, ballet 
star and actor, dies at 58 


LONDON (.AP) — Christopher 
Gable, a leading ballet star who 
also had a successful acting 
career on stage and in film, has 
died of cancer at age 38. 

Gable died Oct. 23 at bis 
home in Yorkshire, where he 
was artistic director of the 
Leeds-based Northern Ballet 
Theatre. 

The London-bom dancer had 
a famous Royal Ballet partner- 
ship with Lynn Seymour, and 
his first big success was with her 
in "The Invitation” a new ballet 
by choreographer Kenneth 
MacMillan in 1960. 

Gable's boyish good looks, 
grace and fine, athletic style won 
him early critical success and he 
became one of the Royal 
Ballet's most popular dancers. 
His second partnership with 
Seymour, in Frederick Ashton's 
new ballet "The Two Pigeons." j 
in 1961, won the critics’ praise* 
when he was only 20. 

MacMillan choreographed his 
celebrated “Romeo and Juliet” 


for Gable and Seymour in 1965, 
but they lost out on the premiere 
when the ballet management 
decided to put the mere famous 
Rudolf Nureyev and Margot 
Fonteyn in the roles. 

Even dancing in the second 
cast. Gable and Seymour were a 
hit with the critics. 

Gable left the Royal Ballet in 
1966 and was guest dancer with 
the Ballet Rambert but a recur- 
rence of osteoarthritis in his feet 
led him to concentrate on an act- 
ing career. 

He did a season with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, 
where he played Lysander in 
Peter Book’s production of “A 
Midsummer Night's Dream,” 
among other roles. 

Gable performed in the the- 
atres of London's West End and 
in Manchester. northern 
England, for several years. He 
appeared in Ken Russell’s 
movies "The Boy friend," in 
which he co-starred with 
Twiggy, in 1971; “Women in 


Love", "The Music Lovers”, 
and “The Rainbow”. 

In 1982 be founded the 
respected Central School of 
Ballet in London, and his wife, 
dancer Carole Needham, was 
one of the teachers. He remained 
the school’s artistic director. 

Gable made an acclaimed 
return to the ballet stage in 1987 
in the lead role in “A Simple 
Man," about painter LS. Lowry. 
The ballet appeared first on tele- 
vision and then went into the 
repertory of the Northern Ballet 
Theatre. Soon after, be became 
that company's artistic director. 

The Northern Ballet Theatre 
developed a great popular suc- 
cess and won awards in 1990 
and 1991 for its productions of 
“GiseQe” and “Romeo and 
Juliet 

Queen Elizabeth II made 
Gable a CBE or Commando 1 of 
die Older of British Empire in 
1996. 

He is survived by his wife and 
a son and daughter. 



Shuttle Discovery astronaut John Glenn readies experiments on board the Discovery 
shuttle. Space travel could be a fountain of youth for elderly astronauts, the 77-year- 
old Glenn said from his vantage point in the Discovery (Renters photo) 

NASA seeks clues to 


sleep in Glenn’s 


HOUSTON (R.) — As if the 
constant poking and prod- 
ding were not enough, now 
NASA wants to know what 
astronaut John Glenn is 
dreaming. 

The space hero, who is a 
geriatric guinea pig aboard 
the shuttle Discovery, was 
scheduled Sunday night to 
wear for the first time a 
web-like helmet with 23 
sensors that measure every- 
thing from the depth of Ins 
breathing to how much he 
snores. 

Upon awakening, he was 
to record the dreams he had 
while floating in the heav- 
ens 560 km above the Earth. 

All this is part of the 
research on his 77-year-old 
body to measure the affects 
of ageing, which are mimic- 
ked by space travel. 

Saturday, crewmate and 
physician Scott Parazynski, 
the man Glenn jokingly 
calls “Igor” after Dr. 
Frankenstein's laboratory 
assistant, drew the first of 
10 blood samples from the 
retiring U.S. senator and 
injected him with amino 
adds. 

Earlier in the mission, 
Glenn swallowed an encap- 
sulated thermometer that is 
measuring his inner temper- 
ature as it works it way 
through his body. He said it 
was foe size of foe “biggest 
vitamin pill you ever saw.” 
Glenn will wear the sleep 
helmet for four nights, as 
will Japanese astronaut 
Chiaki Mukai. 

“It's a funny thing to look 


ar because you're looking 
like some kind of bug with 
all this head net on and all 
the different leads that come 
off of your head. But it's nor 
that uncomfortable,” he said 
in a Saturday conversation 
from space with students at 
schools in Virginia and his 
native Ohio. 

Mukai is taking the hor- 
mone melatonin at night to 
test its effects on sleep, but 
Glenn is not 

NASA scientists say the 
sleep research may give 
insight into why foe elderly 
have problems sleeping on 
Earth — although Glenn 
may prove the exception. In 
a preflight press conference, 
he said he sleeps just fine at 
home — eight hours every 
night. However, he told the 
students he has slept less 
than six hours a night 
aboard the shuttle. 

If life as a guinea pig is 
wearing, Glenn has shown 
foe right stuff by not com- 
plaining about it. In fact, the 
man who in 1962 became 
the first American to orbit 
the earth, says the return to 
space has made him fed 
like a kid again. 

“We just came over 
Honda ... and all the 
Bahamas islands just laid 
out like on a map. It was 
just absolutely beautiful.... 
That’s enough to keep you 
young up here,” he told the 
students. 

The frisky septuagenarian 
and his six crew mates sent a 
Halloween greeting to Earth 
Saturday night when they 


dreams 

all held a picture of Glenn 
in front of their respective 
faces. 

As the astronauts 
unmasked themselves, a 
beaming Glenn emerged 
from behind a picture of 
himself. 

The gag may have poked 
fun at the world’s attention 
on Glenn to foe exclusion of 
foe other Discovery astro- 
nauts. But Sunday, foe focus 
shifted, if only briefly, to 
crewmates Steve Robinson 
and Scott Parazynski when 
they performed the mis- 
sion’s main task — foe 
deployment of the Spartan 
solar physics satellite. 

They used the shuttle's ,15 
metres robot arm to pluck 
Spartan from the cargo bay, 
then released it into space 
where it will fly free for two 
days. 

Instruments on Spartan 
will take readings of the 
sun’s corona to determine 
foe origins of the solar 
winds. Scientists hope to 
learn more. about how foe 
solar winds affect the Earth. 

A successful deployment 
would help make up for an 
embarrassing failure with 
foe same satellite last 
November, when the crew 
of shuttle Columbia failed 
to switch it on before setting 
it free, then sent it tumbling 
when they tried to retrieve it 
with foe robot arm. 

Two spacewalking astro- 
nauts eventually recovered 
Spartan by band, but its 
two-day mission had to be 
rescheduled. 


Hong Kong says won’t ask 
China to surrender crime boss 


HONG KONG <R) — Hong 
Kong's government 

announced Sunday it had no 
plans to ask China to turn 
over the territory’s most- 
wanted crime boss and 
denied that its justice system 
has been undermined by 
reunification with China. 

Cheung Tze-Keung is on 
trial in foe southern Chinese 
city of Guangzhou on 
charges ranging from 
weapons smuggling to mur- 
der. A Hong Kong govern- 
ment spokesman said 
Cheung was being tried for 
crimes allegedly committed 
in China and “it is therefore 
inappropriate for Hong 
Kong to seek his return 
while court proceedings are 
underway.” 

Lawyers for Cheung, who 
is from Hong Kong, have 
called for their defendant to 
be tried in foe territory, 
which does not have a death 
penalty and where many of 
Cheung’s alleged crimes 
were committed. Cheung 
faces the death penalty in 
China. 

Hong Kong democracy 
leader Martin Lee said 
Sunday that the territory’s 
government should immedi- 
ately seek an agreement 
with mainland authorities to 


exchange criminals. 

“Until there is an accept- 
able arrangement governing 
the rendition of offenders 
between Hong Kong and the 
China mainland, foe ’one 
country two systems' really 
cannot be administered.” 
Lee said on government 
radio. 

China's mini-constitution 
governing Hong Kong does 
not address the issue but 
administrative agreements 
return Hong Kong residents 
involved solely in crimes 
committed in foe territory. 

Hong Kong revetted to 
Chinese control last year 
after 156 years as a British 
colony. China’s “one coun- 
ny, two systems” formula 
for Hong Kong allows the 
capitalist territory extensive 
autonomy. 

The Hong Kong govern- 
ment spokesman denied that 
foe case highlighted an ero- 
sion of this autonomy. 

“There is no question of 
Hong Kong not doing what 
it should to assert its juris- 
diction over foe Cheung 
Tze-Keung case, given foe 
circumstances involved,” he 
said. ' 

“Whether foe ' alleged 
crimes in this case occurred 
before or after 1997 is irrel- 


evant, and there is no ques- 
tion of Hong Kong’s judicial 
system being undermined 
after or because of reunifica- 
tion with China,” he added. 

The spokesman also said 
there was insufficient evi- 
dence at the moment to 
prosecute Cheung in Hong 
Kong, but investigations are 
continuing. 

Cheung, nicknamed “Big 
Spender', is on trial on 
charges of transporting and 
storing explosives, smug- 
gling weapons and ammuni- 
tion, murder, kidnapping 
and robbery. 

He is alleged to have been 
behind foe kidnappings of 
two Hong Kong tycoons in 
1996 and 1997. 

Local papers reported that 
final submissions would be 
made to the Guangzhou 
Intermediate People’s Court 
early next week. 

The trial of foe alleged 
crime boss and 35 suspected 
members of his gang from 
both China and Hong Kong 
began last month. 

Some mainland lawyers 
have predicted about 10 of 
the Hong Kong defendants, 
including Cheung, would 
face the death penalty, foe 
South China Morning Post 
said last week. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Police fire tear gas shells 
to disperse gathering in Karachi 

KARACHI (AFP) — Several people were injured Sunday as 
Pakistani police fired tear gas shells to disperse activists of a 
breakaway faction of an ethnic party who had gathered for a 
convection in violation of an official ban, party sources and 
residents said. Rve leaders including Badar Iqbal, vice-chair- 
man of the MQM-HaqiqL a splinter group of the Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement (MQM) , were arrested as hundreds of slo- 
gan-chanting activists blocked the road and threw stones, 
they said. Violence erupted after foe authorities denied per- 
mission for the MQM-Haqiqi to hold a party convention in 
foe violence-plagued city's eastern Landhi district Angry 
youths burned tyres on foe roads in protest as hundreds of 
policemen continued to occupy foe venue, witnesses said 
Party spokesman Khalid Naqshbandi said around 50 workers 
received minor injuries. He condemned the police action, 
saying the convention had been convened to unite the people 
of Karachi against terrorism. Police fired tear gas after foe 
activists tried to prevent the police arresting leaders, witness- 
es said Governor of Sindh province, Moeen Uddin Haider, 
said the authorities had refused to give permission for the 
public meeting for law and order reasons. This is the first inci- 
dent since Prime .Minister Nawaz Sharif suspended the 
provincial government and imposed direct federal rule on 
Sindh Friday to curb lawlessness and terrorism. More than 
3,500 people have died in political, ethnic and sectarian vio- 
lence during last three years. MQM has been at loggerheads 
with MQM-Haqiqi since the party split in two in 1992. 
Hundreds of rivals have been killed in clashes since then. 

Investigation into murder of 
U.N. official in progress 

KABUL (AFP) — A senior Taleban official Sunday said foe 
hardline militia was investigating two Pakistanis allegedly 
involved in the murder of a U.N. military official in Kabul. 
Qari Deea Mohammad, the Taleban’s planning minister, told 
reporters the Pakistani nationals had not yet confessed 
involvement in the Aug. 21 killin g. “It is hard to predict when 
the investigations can produce a concrete result,” the minister 
said. However he said foe probe so far showed the two 
Pakistanis arrested by foe Taleban in Kabul were unlikely to 
be tire main culprits. Colonel Carmile Calo of Italy was killed 
in Kabul on Aug. 21, hours after a U.S. cruise missile attack 
on suspected terrorist camps in eastern Afghanistan. In 
protest against Calo's killing foe U.N. pulled afl its 51 inter- . 
national staff from Afghanistan. The world body is now in 
contact with foe Taleban to find ways to allow U.N. expatri- 
ates to return to foe war-tom country, he added. The planning 
minis ter fast month signed a security agreement with the 
UJtf. which commits the Taleban to providing “satisfactory 
reports" to the U.N. on the probe into the murder of Calo and 
two other local staff, Mohammad Nasir Habibi and 
Mohammad Hashem Basharyar, killed earlier this year. 

Russian space veterans envy Glenn 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The first man to walk in space, Russian 
cosmonaut Aleksei Leonov, dreams of orbiting the earth 
again on a short mission like his septuagenarian U.S. col- 
league John Glenn, Interfax reported Sunday. Glenn's mis- 
sion aboard the Discovery space shuttle is that of a “hero," 
Leonov said “He earned this flight. At his age. it is the best 
reward a cosmonaut can hope for” It is tire U5. senator's first 
trip into space since be became the first American in space in 
1962. With this trip, he becomes foe oldest man to travel in 
space. Leonov, who became the- first man to perform activity 
outside his space shuttle when he co-piloted Vokshod 2 In 
1965, said be would like to live on foe Russian space station 
Mir for two weeks if he could. Many Russian space veterans 
— such as Konstantin Feoktistov, Boris Volyunov. Pavel 
Popovich and Andrian NioLayev — are younger than Glenn, 
Leonov pointed out The oldest of the Russian cosmonauts, 
Feoktistov, 72, said be feds up to space navel, too. “I am 
envious of Glenn, but in the best sense of the word," said foe 
cosmonaut, who flew in space only once, in October 1964. 

Indian PM rules out signing CTBT 
in the near future 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister Alai Behari 
Vajpayee Sunday said New Delhi was n ot pre pared to sign 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty ( CTBT) at present 
because foe situation was not “conducive. I don’t know what 
will happen ultimately. But the present situation is not con- 
ducive tor signing such a treaty," the Press Trust of India 
quoted Vajpayee as telling reporters in the southern city of 
Bangalore. New Delhi and Washington have been engaged in 
behind-the-scenes negotiations over the treaty, which succes- 
sive governments in India have refused Co sign. In dia ha s 
come under pressure from Washington to sign foe CTBT 
since it conducted nuclear tests in May, triggering a tii-for-tat 
response from neighbouring Pakistan. Vajpayee told the U.N. 
General Assembly in New York, recently his Hindu national- 
ist coalition government would sign foe treaty by September 
1999. but he subsequently said in a magazine interview India 
had “se rious reservations” about the treaty. New Delhi says 
both the CTBT and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty are 
biased in favour of the established major nuclear powers. 

U.S. founding father Jefferson 
had child with slave 


now the truth is out — Thomas Jefferson, the third presi-' 
dent of the United States and author of foe declaration of 
independence, did father a child by one of his slaves. 
Generic tests cm 14 male descendants of Jefferson and his 
slave mistress. Sally Heraings, show Jefferson was the 
father of Heatings’ youngest son, according to a report in 
foe upcoming issue of foe journal Nature. It is also likely 
that Jefferson fathered up to five other children with 
Hearings over an 18-year period, but conclusive genetic 
proof was unavailable, according to the journal. Tbe dis- 
pute over an alleged sexual relationship between Jefferson 
and Hearings “is now settled,” said Eric Lander, a DNA 
expert at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
author of foe Nature article. “Jefferson dearly had a long- 
standing sexual relationship with Hemings” he said. The 
Jefferson scandal surfaced in 1802 in a story by an oppo- 
sition journalist from Richmond, Vi rginia. At the rimi> 
Jefferson said his private life was no one else’s business. 
However a rare chromosome in Jefferson's DNA 
sequence, which appeared in tire blood samples of the 
descendants collected for the investigation, proved the 
journalist correct. Hearings first became pregnant aged 16 
when Jefferson, then 45, was the United States ambas- 
sador in Paris. Hearings was a maid for Jefferson's 10- 
year-old daughter Mary, whose mother, Jefferson’s wife 
Martha, died in early 1782. While many U.S. black hist, 
nans of Jefferson had a tendency to believe foe srary 
the years, one of the main Jefferson scholars — Jo« F . 
EUis, who won the 1997 National Book Award for a majo: 
biography — rejected the stbiy. 
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Boscan likely to be first firm from Irbid’s 
QIZ to win free access to U.S. markets 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The first 
application for product 
qualification at the Qualify- 
ing Industrial Zone (QIZ) 
may be approved by week's 
end. a ministry of trade 
official said Sunday. 

Samir Omeish. advisor to 


the minister, told the Jordan 
Times that Boscan Interna- 
tional. a Hong Kong-based 
multinational corporation, 
will be the first to exploit 
free access to U.S. markets 
from the QIZ with the 
export of luggage. 

Abdullah Tayyeh. 

Boscan's vice president for 


business development in 
Amman, told the Jordan 
Times that the multination- 
al's total investment at the 
zone is “between SI 20- 150 
million.'' Boscan has 
already employed 220 Jor- 
danians. and Tayyeh said 
the company expects to add 
at least 2.000 more people 


Your Satisfaction Is Our Aim 

Sharm El Sheikh 

Enjoy the Sandy Beaches 

sum roiis 

4 nights/5 days Marriott Hotel 

Only JD250 

Tel.: 4627212 - 4621134 - 4621108 
Mobile: 079-599787/079-544650 


to the company payroll 
over the coming six 
months. 

Tayyeh said the “majori- 
ty" of capital was from 
American and United Arab 
Emirates interests. 

However, Omeish said, 
Jordanian activity at the 
zone remains hamstrung by 
haggling over the amount 
of Israeli input into prod- 
ucts emanating from the 
zone and destined for U.S. 
markets. 

Jordan, to the surprise of 
Israel, last week told a del- 
egation of American eco- 
nomic councillors from 
U.S. embassies and con- 
sulates in Amman, 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 
that it was seeking to keep 
Israeli input at eight per 
cent on a permanent or 
long-term basis rather than 
the two years agreed upon 
during a visit by Israeli 
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Trade Minuter Natan Sha- 
ransky last August 

The QIZ, designated by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in early 
March, is at the heart of a 
U.S.-Israeli-Jordanian 
effort to deliver an econom- 
ic peace dividend to Jorda- 
nians, by stimulating both 
investment and employ- 
ment by allowing compa- 
nies located in QlZ-desig- 
nated zones to exporr duty- 
and quota- free to U.S. mar- 
kets. But the Jordanian 
response has been so far 
paltry, with investors argu- 
ing that the 11.7 per cent 
Israeli input requirement 
pushed the cost of produc- 
tion too high. 

Only one local firm. Cen- 
tury Investment Group, 
with close links to Israel - 
based multinationals, has 
set up camp in the QIZ. 
Twelve subcontracting pro- 
jects there produce a multi- 
tude of goods, ranging from 
batteries to hospital linens. ! 
that are reexported to U.S. 
and European markets as 
Israeli goods, but Century 
does not yet export to the 
U.S. under the dictates of 
the QIZ agreement. 

Three other industries 
already based in Irbid also 
expressed interest in 
exploiting the agreement, 
but all refused to apply for 
QIZ status until Israel 
agreed to lower the input 
percentage, which it did in 
August, agreeing to keep 
input at eight per cent for 
two years. 

But, Omeish says, “We 
found that this creates too 
many technical problems" 
“Companies have con- 
tracts that are for eighteen 
months, or two years, so 
how do you rectify this 
issue of input?” he said. 
“You can’t implement a 
concept like this for one or 
two years when you are 
talking about big business 
with big contracts. How 
should it be implemented? 
It’s more practical to keep 
this arrangement for ten or 
twenty years, or perma- 
nently.” 

An Israeli official Sunday 
said Israel had been raken 
aback by the Jordanian 
demand, and that the issue 
was now “a bit vague." 
However, he said" he 
expected the issue to be on 
the agenda during the 
upcoming visit of U.S. 
Commerce Secretary 
William Daley, scheduled 
for Nov. II. 

Dozens of other multina- 
tionals have moved to fill in 
the gap left by disinterested 


Jordanians, and the govern- 
ment. inundated with 
demand far exceeding all 
expectations, has moved to 
expand the space available 
at Irbid by 400 dunums. It 
also designated another 200 
dunums in Mafraq and 
leased 500 dunums in the 
Jordan Valley to the Jordan 
Gateway Projects Compa- 
ny. Officials have said that 
space at all three is fully 
booked. 
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Try again 


THE DECISION by the government 
to abandon the sale of 40 per cent of 
the Jordan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) to a strategic part- 
ner should be a lesson of many facets. 
That the process was mishandled was 
evident: the big damage done when 
the terms of the memorandum of 
information were altered thus caus- 
ing Southern Bell Corporation, one of 
the two potential bidders, to pull out 
of the running. Complicating the 
process was the significant opposition 
to it — justified by a valid apprehen- 
sion of a small nation state losing out 
to the multinationals. While econom- 
ic reformists may say Jordan missed 
the train here, and conservatives may 
breathe a sigh of relief, the lesson to 
be learned is that more work may 
have been necessary to educate not 
only the concerned parties but the 
public. Perhaps had there been more 
openness and debate about the 
options available in this privatisation 
exercise, the government would not, 
after two years, have found itself with 
only two international bidders, and 
feeling obliged to make last minute 
changes to the memorandum of infor- 
mation out of a sudden fear of relin- 
quishing too much. 

But rather than take the experience 
as a failure, a course of action would 
be to involve both the public and pri- 
vate sectors in seeking other formu- 
las. Selling part of JTC to the private 
sector and improving its efficiency by 
awarding shares to its employees is 
an attractive possibility. The solution 
lies in openness, thorough study, and 
clear and firm positions in dealing 
with potential buyers. No back- 
tracking and no flubbing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek commented on Prime Minister 
Fa>c.: Tarawneh * decision to suspend the govern - 
men; sale ol the Jordan Telecommunications 
Comnan\ describing it as □ defeat for reformists and a 
\ icion lor paranoid reactionaries who fear changes and 
tough decision 1 *. He said the government's decision is a 
problem because the world is developing very fast and 
Jordan has to keep up. otherwise the countrv will 
remain down an abyss. According to Fanek. almost all 
countries in the world have privatised their lelecommu- 
nicaiions companies and affiliated them with big inter- 
national networks. Fanek claimed telecommunication is 
the touchstone for globalisation, and chaiged that all 
countries who fail to privatise its telecommunication 
sector will be marginalised, isolated and render the sec- 
tor bankrupt. Privatising will create revenues from 
laves, employee salaries and interest rate increases, 
claimed Fanek. 

A1 Ra i s Tareq Massirwtih lashed out at Iran for con- 
demning Palestinian President Yasser Arafat as a lackey 
tor sealing the ^ ye River deal with Israel. He said the 
weakness of the Palestinians is a reflection of the weak- 
ness ol the region. Arafat did not have a choice, said 
Mass.irwah and criticised both Iran and Syria for onlv 
being good at criticising and creating propaganda 
against the United States and Israel. He said Iraq had 
given them the chance to fight imperialism, but instead 
they i ought Iraq, and made the region lose its last 
chance tor freedom and an honest life. Iran should see 
its own fault* before looking at others.' added 
Massarwah. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Maiisu r 


Hello Keynes, good-bye Friedman 


IN DIFFICULT times, nations and people must be 
allowed to think the unthinkable. Jordan is no excep- 
tion. In spite of the new promises, missions, projects 
and goals of the third structural reform package. Jordan 
must revisit that long forgotten, at least officially, 
school of demand-management economics (increased 
govemmenf spending or lower taxes) to once again spur 
the growth of the economy even if the cost of such 
actions is increasing short ierm debt. 

One promise the new programme — a continuation of 
the past two with some added wonderful and useful 
insichts — will not deliver is a short-term exit out of a 
possible recession (alas, after an early promise of 
increased economic activity, the growth rate has 
declined asain). Therefore, a set of carefully planned 
injections of new funds and a faster delivery of already 
allocated funds should go hand in hand with the present 
reforms to ensure that the economy is wejl on its way 
to recoverv. The underlying premise of this strategy is 
that the budget deficit generated by borrowing will be 
compensated by the surplus in the budget from a grow- 
ing economy, with government revenues exceeding 
expenditures* as the 'latter increase because of the 
expanded economic activity, and the former decrease as 
people become less dependent on government transfers. 


Of course some would say that such a policy is what 
brought Jordan under the care of the IMF and the World 
Rank in the late 1980s. Such a response would be cor- 
rect if and only if the new spending goes into more hir- 
ing. inefficient allocations, and. in particular, the cre- 
ation of structures which later would have to be priva- 
tised. The proposed new spending must be strategically 
allocated through transparent devices that target the 
nation's most pressing needs with the finesse of a sur- 
geon. Otherwise, this policy would ultimately lead to 
increased debt and greater market distortions. Having 
gotten this reservation out of the way. it is of the utmost 
importance that such Keynesian economics be given 
centre stage and that policy makers and the public sec- 
tor strive to create quality spending packages — the 
type of activities covered by the proposed spending is 
probably more Important than the size of the package 
itself. Alternatively, the spending of already allocated 
funds should be hastened so that, without increasing 
the debt, these funds can impact the economy in the 
short run. Keeping in mind that the two approaches, 
increased spending out of new borrowing or out of 
existing debt, are not mutually exclusive, the latter is 
the better alternative because it does not require that 
new sources of debt, which are already scarce, be 


sought In addition, faster spending of already allocat- 
ed funds requires greater efficiency which, in turn 
requires capacity enhancement and greater efficiency 
by the public sector developments which are always 

welcome. ...... ... 

How bizarre or radical is this new/old approach of 

increased government spending? Not very. Eminem 
economists such as Paul Krugman and Alan Blinder are 
advocating the use of such policies for many countries 
around the world, particularly the Asian Tigers. 
Furthermore, many Western countries are returning to 
Keynesian economics — Heiner Flassbeck, Germany’s 
best known Keynesian economist and director of the 
Deutches lnstitut fur Winschaftsforschung is presently 
the senior adviser to Germany’s minister of finance and 
the ministry's de facto deputy. So, maybe it is time to 
enter, in addition to the monetary and supply side mix 
that have been espoused thus far, the “Happy Days” of 
neo-Keynesian economics. 

Most significantly, the present monetary policy 
should be maintained with the exchange rate pegged to 
the dollar. After all, monetary policy is widely consid- 
ered as ineffective in combating high unemployment 
and poverty; therefore let's leave it alone! Demand 
management is the new game that must be played. 



The Jordanian family: 

Optimism from a social perspective 

The Jordan Living Conditions Survey reveals ‘takaful’— support and care — 
as values that have kept a society suffering economic hardship together 


By Hiam Omar Kalimat 

WOMEN ARE the core of any 
changes in Jordanian and Arab soci- 
ety. It is hard to understand the chal- 
lenges that face the Jordanian family 
structure if this and other related fac- 
tors: education, health services, eco- 
nomic recession, structural adjust- 
ment. political disturbances, unem- 
ployment. but especially the role and 
status of women, are not taken into 
consideration. 

Family is the basic social unit, and 
the four dements defining the family 
include family kinship or relativity, 
distribution of living roles, produc- 
tion roles among the family members 
who share the same dwelling and the 
rearing of children. 

Society in Jordan, like most soci- 
eties in the Arab countries is under- 
going a transitional period, from tra- 
ditional to modernity. Recent studies 
published by the Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) shows that this transitional 
process has several causes that 
include education, health services, 
employment, media, telecommunica- 
tion, rapid economic growth and pol- 
itics. But we cannot call societies that 
undergo these transitional processes 
modem societies. They still carry 
some of the traditional and modem 
characteristics that create uncertain- 
ty. anxiety and suffering. Therefore, 
they are experiencing the duplication 
of the norms of individuals that form 
their roles and attitudes. This in turn 
causes the contradictions at both the 
familial and societal levels. Rural and 
urban areas are affected by this tran- 
sitional process, but in different ways 
and on different levels. 

Moreover, the traditional child rear- 
ing practices by extended families 
has contributed in solidifying the 
roles of both males and females In the 
family. The families raise males for 
public life and females for domestic 
life. This means that males do not 


have anything to do with daily family 
affairs except as providers. However, 
the male role has changed in the past 
four decades for two main reasons: 

1 . The change of family type during 
the past four decades from extended 
(four generations) to nuclear (two 
generations). This has decreased the 
number of relations sharing a 
dwelling, and thus the number of 
males. The nuclear family requires an 
equal partnership between spouses. 

2. The change in the role of women 
was brought about when, through 
educational reasons and employment 
necessities, women were forced to 
participate in public life. 

Thus, development has affected die 
role and norms of men but has not 
offered any systematic means with 
which men can adopt to this change, 
and deal with an equal partnership 
both in the work-place and on the 
home-front. 

I had the opportunity to be one of 
the researchers who analysed two 
chapters of the Jordan Living 
Conditions Survey (JLCS), which 
was conducted by the Department of 
Statistics and the Norwegian organi- 
sation FAFO. One chapter was the 
social network chapter. This chapter 
shows that the Jordanian family is 
still the strong basic social unit, and 
is considered a positive element 
which supports the stability and the 
power of societal structure. Even if 
79 per cent of Jordanian families lend 
to lean towards the nuclear family 
structure, they try to live near the 
extended families. Statistics illustrate 
that three-quarters of ail Jordanian 
families live near their extended fam- 
ilies. single families comprise only 7 
per cent and 2 per cent live without 
family at all. The majority of rela- 
tives who live in the same location 
arc from ihe husband’s father's side. 
Such situations create a social net- 
work that is considered to be a safety 
net among these families. It enables 
them to be aware of each other's 


needs. They visit and support each 
other. Two weeks prior to the inter- 
view. about 38 per cent said that they 
had helped relatives, while 26 per 
cent said that they had received help 
from their relatives. Help in this case 
means financial support or transfer of 
cash, for land purchasing, procure- 
ment of housing, payment of debts, 
education or wedding arrangements. 
Assistance is also in the form of ser- 
vices, such as housework, shopping, 
childcare, cooking and house build- 
ing. This is part of the societal tradi- 
tion as well as evidence of the influ- 
ence of religion, which calls for 
“Takaful" — support, care and help. 

I think that this explains how this 
society has survived the past five 
decades in the face of economic 
recession, wars, poverty and unem- 
ployment. This is one of the main ele- 
ments that keeps our society solid, 
caring and sharing. But for how long? 
And what can be done to sustain sta- 
bility and security in light of the high 
percentage of poverty that official 
statistics show falls between 23 per 
cent to 25 per cent, in some areas 50 
per cent, not to mention the 18.8 per 
cent unemployment rate. We all know 
that unemployment and poverty 
greatly burdens our public, private 
and civil sectors. Such burdens 
require collective as well as interna- 
tional efforts. We are also aware of 
the extensive work that is taking 
place by all sectors. But still, we- 
must learn from other countries expe- 
riences in solving their problems, and 
adopt plans that treat the cause of the 
problem and don't just deal with the 
outcome. We should consider educa- 
tion. training, health services and 
nutrition us basic human rights that 
should be available to anyone. 

77/t - writer ivoa a researcher on the 
Jordan Living Conditions Survey, and co- 
author with Age A. Tiltnes on one chapter 
"Attitudes and Public Life " 



Ploy, Schmoy 


To the editor: 


MARINA SANCHEZ-RAS HID’s letter of November 1 ended 
with the usual blather about “who owns Hollywood?* that one con- 
stantly heats in the Middle East She seems to think thatevaythmg 
done there is well thought through and done for a specific, “evil" 
purpose. 

- Fteople who believe these notions clearly have never met any real 
live person who actually works in the film industry, because anyone 
who knows the scene can bell you that most folks don't even know 
what they're supposed to be doing, let alone meeting up in party 
cells after woric to ensure that “the master plan" is bong carried oul 

For someone who actually has some contact with tint worid, such 
an idea is not only laughable; it border on mental illness, sa 
al and hallucinatory H is. Yet a lot of people hereabouts seem to 
believe it 

Why is it thar conspiracy theories resonate so loudly in this part 
of the worid? Why do Arabs (and some Israelis) constantly see sin- 
ista - conspiratorial forces behind everything from the dimiiiKhing 
quantity of sheets in packages of toilet paper to the abject portray- 
als of certain ethnic characters in some Hollywood films? Ml 
S anchez-Rashid ended her letter with a snide implication, that 

it's well-known who owns Hollywood, and therefore Hollywood's 
evil intentions can be thus divined. Well, l don’t want to confuse 
anyone with fads, but Sony of Japan owns Columbia. Pictures; 
Matsushita owns Universal The Australian press magnate Rupert 
Murdoch owns 20th Century-Fox, as does CNRdbuoder Ted 
Turner with respect to New Line Cmema. Paramount Pictures has 
been conglomerated, and is owned by Viacom, whose board of 
directors includes several wealthy Arab investors. Finally, the last 
big major studio — Disney — is run by Michael Eisner, a Jewish 
man, but the stock is owned by the Disney family, and by other 
investors, including many here in the region. 

This summary introduction to film reality doesn't even gjveaclue 
as to how Hollywood actually works. If you are a bag star, Hke 
Robert de Niro or Sylvester Stallone, and you want to make a pic- 
ture, well, the studio has virtually no say in its outcome. The star, 
the director, and. to a lesser (or sometimes greater ) extent, the pro- 
ducer calls the tune. And these guys might have an agenda for ibis 
or that picture, hut you can be sure that they couldn't care less abort 
the agendas governing the shooting of the film aa the sound stage 
next door (and their agenda is probably limited to making sore the 
picture gets made on time and doesn’t go over budget). So much for 
industry-wide conspiracies. 

And who calls the shots now? Who are the big stars and ibe big 
directors? When it comes to the big action-type movies — the type 
in which you're most likely to encounter violent criminals and ter- 
rorists — one finds very few Jews. Schwarzenegger, Bruce Willis. 
Jackie Chan from Hong Kong. Tommy Lee Jones et al...- There 
are well-known directors in the genre, but none of them are Jews. 
Guys tike Steven Spielberg are busy making Schindler's List. 
Saving Private Ryan, and Amistad, in which values of human broth- 
erhood and compassion are promoted and cherished 

The days of staeotyping should be kmg over! 

Gershoa Snarson, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Goldilocks and the prophets of doom 


By G wynne Dyer 

WE ARE on the brink- of a “financial 
precipice." said L’.S. President Bill Clinton 
two weeks ago: it could be the worst finan- 
cial crisis in fifty years. So what happens in 
the real world if we fall over the financial 
precipice? 

The real world has seen great changes for 
the better in the past decade or so. with large 
numbers of countries from Mexico to 
Russia to Indonesia starting down the road 
to democracy. But this wave of dcmocrati- 
sation (which has already led to a sharp fall 
in global military - spending \ still has a frag- 
ile feel about it. Would it really survive a 
severe global recession? 

It's not yet certain that the financial crisis 
will cause a killer recession. This doesn't 
always follow — it didn't in 1987. when 
'Black Monday' saw the markets crash 
without any serious side-effects on things 
like employment and economic growth — 
but this time the connection is very close. 

In fhe quarter of the world where the 
financial markets have already collapsed 
(mainly Russia and Southeast and East 
Asia*, jobs are vanishing and output is 
plunging. If the Infection goes on spreading, 
then the three-quarters of the world that 
isn't already in a full-blown recession joins 
the quarter that is. and wc all sit around in 
the gloom for a year or so until the recovery 
starts. 

Even that may be an optimistic prediction. 
That’s what happened in all the other reces- 
sions since 1945 — but as Clinton (belated- 
ly) recognised, this may not be like the other 


recessions. 

Unfortunately, the rules may have 
changed, for this would be the first slump to 
happen in a truly globalised economy. So it 
may last longer and get much worse, like 
the Great Depression of the 1 930s — or it 
may even begin a long period of deflation 
like the previous 'Great Depression' of the 
!S70s. which saw prices fall steadily for 
several decades until (hi e gold rushes of the 
1890s. (That was at the time of an emerging 
world economy too. * 

Worst -case economic scenarios like this 
grow more plausible by the day. and 
inevitably lead to worries about political 
stability. Will a ‘red-brown’ coalition take 
power in Russia, and restart the cold war? 
Will Indonesia, South Korea, even Brazil 
slide back into military control? Will anti- 
refonn Communists in China evict the pre- 
sent ruling group and secure their power by 
embarking on a policy of aggressive and 
militaristic nationalism? 

Will we. in other words, see a reprise of 
the political trends of the last great depres- 
sion, with the world Mumbling into a politi- 
cal crisis even worse than the economic 
one? It s not a happy thought, but it's get- 
ting harder to avoid the question. 

Lei’s begin by noting that the world is a 
good deal more stable politically than most 
people realise. Of the dozen most important 
countries (on a rough-and-ready definition 
of population and economic power), only 
two have experienced a change of regime in 
the past fifty years: Russia, which emerged 
trom Communism in 1991, and Brazil, 
which dipped into military dictatorship in 


the 70s and redemocratised in the 80s. 

Democracy is a good deal more solid in 
Brazil than it is in Russia, but the funda- 
mental point is that the change in both coun- 
tries was towards democracy, was driven by 
popular demand — and was accomplished 
with almost no violence. In the other big 
country which may now be undergoing a 
change of regime. Indonesia, the pattern is 
the same. 

And with the single exception of China, 
all the other countries on the ‘most impor- 
tant' list are established democracies where 
there is virtually no risk of backsliding into 
dictatorship: the United States, India, Japan, 
Germany, France, Britain. Italy and Canada. 
(These dozen countries, by the way, also 
contain just over half of the world's people.) 

If the last bulwark of Brazil falls to the 
speculators in coining weeks, then most of 
Latin America will join the rest of the 
world's 'emerging economies' in acute 
financial crisis. Thai would make thirty or 
more countries where 4. 6, or 8 per cent 
annual growth rates abruptly turn into 
minus numbers, and there's bound to be 
some political backsliding as a result, espe- 
cially in the smallest and poorest places. 
But probably not in any country, either in 
Latin America or elsewhere, with over 20 
million people. 

There was fairly solid evidence for that in 
recent Brazilian elections, when President 
Fernando Enrique Cardoso was reelected by 
a healthy majority on a platform that frankly 
predicted budget cuts, higher taxes, and ris- 
ing unemployment for the next few years. 
The voters understood that hard times were 


coming, but opted for rational ways of deal- 
ing with them rather than magical potions. 

There is equally encouraging evidence 
from Asia, where the first response to real 
economic hardship has been pressure for 
greater democratisation — in Indonesia, 
where the deposed dictator Suharto now 
sulks in his villa, in South Korea and 
Thailand, where fully civilian governments 
have replaced ones with military 
antecedents, and now in Malaysia, where 
Mahathir Mohammed faces the mo* 1 scr ' 
ous challenge in his two decades of power. 

In theory, of course, things could take a 
turn for the worse if the recession/depres- 
sion (pick your term) lasts for a very long 
time. In theory, people's patience will even- 
tually run out, and they win then .back any 
plausible thug who promises instant relief- 
But this is a theory based on the experience 
of the 30s, when the dominant mass 
lent themselves more easily to centralised 
control and manipulation. 

Besides, globalisation has dramaticall? 
shortened the average length of recession^- 
So what we really face, in all likelihood, is 
a short, deep global slump, followed by 
renewed growth at a less hectic pace the 0 
the mid- 90s — and no major political dfe 85 * 
ters even in the worst-hit new democratic- 
The prophets of doom are no more to ^ 
trusted than the ‘Goldilocks* theorists of 
perpetual economic boom who got us into 
this mess. 

The writer is a London-based journttbsl 
a riicles are published in 45 countries. 



■’It 

% 

• lil; " 

' "'-br 

:r.« 

5 

.v . 

***, 

;~_% 

; x v 

ir-v 


1 \'-:s 


*Jl •.'. 


World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 2, 1998 



Honduran residents of Valle De Sula stand on the roof of a flooded home. The death toll in Central America after 
a week of ferocious rains from Tropical storm Mitch swept away shanty towns and flooded cities to the tops of tele- 
phone poles climbed to 212, officials said (Reuters photo) 

Mitch bringing more rain, death to C. America 


4 JC. 

"d:- 


THJUCIGALPA. Honduras 
(R) — Floods blamed on 
Mitch, now a tropical depres- 
sion, swept hundreds to their 
deaths in Central America and 
hundreds more were missing 
" * on Sunday after floodwaters 
' ■ ; sent hills crashing down on vil- 
" — lages, officials said. 

• The storm has killed at least 
, _ E 485 people in the region so far, 

according to officials in affect- 
ed countries. 

' /-'■ Red Cross workers trekked 
~~V through remote northwestern 
Nicaragua to die Casha vol- 
" cano, where radio reports said 
’ ■- - 1,000 people may have died 
- when a massive mudslide 
buried ramshackle villages. 
Officials say they think 70 peo- 
sjlfcfir pie died there. 

Guatemala braced for mas- 

• ' - sivefk)oding asMtch, once the 

■ : founh most powerful hurricane 

• this century, swept across its 
' : -.i._bcw3as from ■ _ neighbouring 

’ r "-; }lwidiiras. where it dunked. 
:t j enoogh rain to flood city streets 

• to the tops of telephone posts. 

• -At 4 ajn. EST (0900 GMT) 
The U23. National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami said the centre 

r ‘of the sonn was 1 12 km west- 
northwest of Guatemala City 
. - and moving west-northwest at 

14 kph with little change 
_ "- 1 - expected over the next 24 
^ boms. 


Its winds continued at 56 kph, 
with higher gusts, and the 
Hurricane centre predicted 12 
cm to 25 cm more rain on 
Sunday in parts of Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador and 
southeastern Mexico. 

Its rainfall had slowed from a 
peak of 62.5 cm per-day. 

In the southern Mexican state 
of Chiapas, which borders 
Guatemala, authorities warned 
people of Mitch's approach, 
mindful of the devastation in 
September when intense floods 
caused by a series of tropical 
storms left at least 200 dead on 
the impoverished state’s Pacific 
CoasL 

‘This storm has no equal and 
we cannot dismiss it," the state 
government said in a bulletin, 
according to government news 
agency Notimex. 

A rare category five hurricane 
eariv in the week with winds of 
295 kph, Mitch had feft at least 
231 people dead in Honduras 
and another 137 m Nicaragua, 
not including the 70 bodies 
pulled from the mud in the 
shadow of the Casita volcano. 

Floods and landslides killed 
14 people in Guatemala on 
Saturday, nine of them near the 
town of Coban. some 200 km 
north of Guatemala City. Five 
of the victims were a mother 
and her four children, swept 


away in a river. 

El Salvador declared a state 
of national emergency and 
authorities evacuated about 
7.000 families from their 
homes in the southeast of the 
country near the Honduran bor- 
der. 

In Nicaragua, local radio 
reported that up to 1 .000 people 
might have been buried alive in 
a huge landslide on the slopes 
of the Casita volcano. 

But Nicaraguan Red Cross 
spokeswoman Leonora Rivera 
said officials in Chinandega. 
some 90 km north of die capi- 
tal, Managua, had reported onlv 
70 dead. 

Rivera added she believed 
reports were confusing the pop- 
ulation of villages in the area 
with die death roll, while the 
Nicaragua head of aid agency 
Care International, Jan 
Chollaen. told the BBC most 
villages there had been evacuat- 
ed earlier 

Nevertheless, Rivera warned 
that the death toll in the country 
was bound to soar. 

‘These numbers are minimal 
in comparison with the disas- 
ters,” she said. "The number of 
dead will increase considerably 
once it stops raining and we can 
get into isolated areas.” 

Bodies buried in mud littered 
the flooded streets of the capital 


of Tegucigalpa Saturday as 
rains of almost Biblical propor- 
tions began to recede and loot- 
ers took advantage of the chaos 
to strip supermarket and shop 
shelves bare. 

As many as a thud of the 
houses in this Central American 
capital of 1 million people were 
badly damaged or simply swept 
away by the raging waters of 
the Choluteca River and other 
waterways that run down from 
nearby hills. 

"The capital has been razed.” 
Mayor Cesar Castellanos said. 

■‘Blocks and blocks of mid- 
dle-class and poor neighbour- 
hoods, shops, they have all 
been completely razed" 

Sarurday television crews 
managed to fly out to the Bay- 
Islands of Guanaja and Roaian. 
some 50 km off Honduras’ 
Caribbean coast, for the first 
time in a week. 

Guanaja, once a dhing and 
tourism paradise with a popula- 
tion of 10.000. bore the brum of 
Mitch when it was still a hurri- 
cane. and the film crews said its 
intense winds had smashed 
houses and small hotels to bits 
and snapped most of the trees 
on the island 

Officials do not have an death 
toll from Guanaja. but ham 
radio operators have reported 
19 dead 
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Both sides straining Kosovo withdrawal 


son 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — Two 
weds after Belgrade agreed to 
.- wtbdraw security forces from 
■ checkpoints, observation posts 

' and fighting positions in 

Kosovo, government and rebel 
' ’ lV actions are severely testing the 
.’jlj &al, observers said Sunday. 

’’ r . ■ The (Serb) police need a lot 
" more adult supervision if this 

agreement is going to bold up. 

• 4 They’re going where they 

Aotifcin’t go,” said a Western 
" . ; v ’ : diplomatic observer who asked 

• ’ ’ ■ \ not to be nam ed 

■'_ L V The KLA t Kosovo 

■ : 'j irT Liberation Army) are a problem 
-V ;; . too. They' 're strutting around 
’ ‘[j Bee they own the place. Both 
'J ; sides are pushing the agree- 
mem, testing its limits and 
pairing it under strain. 

We’re' rushing to get more 
people in to keep , the lid on." 
Serb police and Yugoslav army 
nails have been battling ethnic 
Afiaraan separatists of the 
KLVin the Serbian province 
\T. Kosovo since February. 

■\\: A government offensive over 
•? & s umm er imperilled so many 
- ’ ;.i civilian fives that NATO ihreat- 
!vr- '■ ene d airstrikes if security forces 
not jjulied back. 

• A -last-minute deal two weeks 
‘ ago between US. special envoy 

R&iani Holbrooke and 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Mitosevic averted air strikes on 
. condition that police and army 
(. Q ofe withdrew according to an 
~ ss-yet ‘ .unpublished one-page 
-> “Srefemeat 

'Mtenbes of die Kosovo 
Somatic Observer Mission 
KDOM) told Ratters at the 
that Yugoslav army 
c *®pfiah ce with’ the pull-back 
aCa *fiiad beaa excellent. 
TWdeal required all but three 
^ftipariies of army troops to 
re ^_to Jpairacks or confine 
^activities to patrolling the 
batter with Albania 
ai# ^fecedcHiia. 

S KDOM members say 
^ police compliance leaves 


nV 




much to be desired 

While the numbers now 
deployed in Kosovo are thought 
to be roughly in line with the 
agreement, their actions are less 
so. 

Barred from having static 
checkpoints on highways, the 
police instead mount multiple, 
rolling checkpoints. 

Reporters in western Kosovo 
last week encountered three 
such checkpoints, manned by 
policemen with Kalashnikov 
assault rifles, in a 15-km stretch 
between Decani and Pec. 

The purpose of the police 
pull-back was to enable and 
encourage the quarter of a mil- 
lion ethnic Albanians driven 
from their homes in Kosovo to 
return to their villages. 

But the intensive surveillance 
of main highways is severely 
limiting the freedom of move- 
ment required to get refugees 
back into their homes by winter. 

The police — viewed with 
hostility by most ethnic 
Albanians — say they -iirc 
merely mounting a prudent 
watch for KLA guerrillas, 
while the ethnic .Albanians 
complain that any fighting-age 
male is immediately suspected 
of KLA ties. 

But for their part, the KLA. 
beaten back by the summer 
offensive, have been moving 
swiftly back into areas vacated 
by the armv and police. 

Since the KLA were not con- 
sulted in detail about the with- 
drawal agreement and did nm 
sign it. they feel free 10 acw P l 
or ignore its provisions as n 
suits them. 

This has led to KLA observa- 
tion posts and patrols coming 
perilously close to police posi- 
tions. as in the hotly contested 
area of Malisew. about 40 km 
west of Pristina, Kosovo's capi- 

^Serb police have complained 
to KDOM that KLA units are 
sniping at them, allegations that 


observers are inclined to believe 
even though they cannot be 
proven conclusively. 

The observes fear that an iso- 
lated KLA incident could pro- 
voke a response by security 
forces which could get out of 
hand 

The Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) is gearing up to send 
2.000 "verifiers'’ to try to beep 
both police and KLA on good 
behariour while a political 


agreement on Kosovo's status is 
negotiated. 

In the meantime, about 200 
Americans field observers are 
expected to have joined the 
KDOM mission in Kosovo by 
the end of the week, along with 
at least 50 British observers and 
others from Europe. Russia and 
Canada. 

KDOM will be subsumed 
into the OSCE effort when the 
verification mission becomes 
operational. 


South Africa’s ANC guilty of 
rights violations, Mandela says 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Sharp contradictions 
Sunday undermined the 
ANC's response to truth 
panel findings that it violat- 
ed human rights when 
fighting apartheid, high- 
lighting differences 

between President Nelson 
Mandela and his deputy 
Thabo Mbeki. 

The South African head 
of state backed the report's 
findings. saying that 
nobody could deny that 
people died in African 
National Congress (ANC) 
detention camps, despite 
waging a “just war” against 
apartheid. 

He admitted that he and 
Mbeki had “a difference of 
opinion on the matter”, flat- 
ly contradicting the leader- 
ship of the ANC, which 
Saturday had issued denials 
of any rift, two days after 
seeking in vain to delay 
publication of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) report. 

In what the Sunday Times 
described as a damnin g 
indictment of the ANC’s 
decision to seek a court 
injunction stopping the 
release, Mandela added: 
"No doubt if the report had 
been read, perhaps the 
response of the ANC would 
have been totally different.” 

The paper said Mandela 
had exposed a huge gulf 
between his own view and 
the official party line that 
the ANC should not take 
the blame for abuses 
detailed in the report, as 
these occurred while it was 
involved in a just war 
against white minority rule 
and racist segregation. 

The leadership of the rul- 
ing -ANC strongly denied 
that Mandela, 80, and 
Mbeki. 56. differed over the 
last-ditch court bid to delay 
publication of TRC find- 
ings resulting from more 
than two years of probing 


crimes by all parties during 
the apartheid era. 

“We happened to respond 
differently depending on 
the information we had 
when we prepared our 
responses. There’s nothing 
wrong with having a differ- 
ence of opinion.” Mandela 
said Saturday, according to 
the Sunday Times. 

“The ANC came out very 
well because the truth com- 
mission says the primary 
responsibility for gross vio- 
lations of human rights falls 
squarely on the apartheid 
government,” he added. 

“The ANC was fighting a 
just war, but in the course 
of fighting the just war. it 


committed gross violations 
of human rights. Nobody 
can deny that because some 
people died in our camps 
and that’s what the TRC 
said.” 

However. Mandela’s 
backing flew in the face of 
Mbeki ’s anery response to 
the voluminous report in a 
statement issued by his 
office Saturday. 

“No member of the ANC 
can ever concur with the 
scurrilous anempts to crim- 
inalise the liberation strug- 
gle by characterising the 
heroic struggles of the peo- 
ple of South Africa which 
brought about the dawn of 
peace, democracy and jus- 


Botha says TRC ignored 
his submissions 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Former hardline apartheid 
president P.W. Botha said he was not surprised by South 
Africa’s truth panel report, which cites him for gross 
human rights violations, an Afrikans Sunday newspaper 
reported 

Findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC), released Thursday, leave the 82-year-old Botha 
open to oiminal prosecution For presiding over a govern- 
ment committee which brutally enforced apartheid rule. 

In his first public reaction to the report, which runs to 
more than 3.000 pages and was the outcome of 30 months 
of probing abuses committed between 1960 and 1994. 
Botha slammed the commission for ignoring his written 
submission to the body. 

“The manner in which I. according to reports, am per- 
sonally implicated in matters in which neither 1 nor my 
government had any involvement, indicates that the truth, 
and submissions by myself and others, were completely 
ignored,”^ told Rapport newspaper. 

The former bead of state, who said he had yet to see a fuD 
copy of the report, added that his own submissions, hand- 
ed to the TRC in December 1997, had been ignored. 

Tt is clear to me that the TRC. from the beginning, was 
not interested in my answers and opinions and the motives 
of my government and the security forces in countering die 
onslaught against the state." 

He said he had warned last year that the TRC should be 
careful not to become a “revenge and persecution" com- 
mission. 

Botha was earlier this year given a suspended jail sen- 
tence after he persistently refused to testify in person 
before the commission. ’ ■ 


rice as gross human rights 
violations." the statement 
said. 

Mandela told a meeting of 
community' leaders in the 
diamond-mining centre of 
Kimberley Saturday: "It’s 
not easy for me to be ques- 
tioned about whether there 
is a difference of opinion 
berween me and Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki on 
the publishing of the report. 

“There's no doubt that 
Thabo Mbeki had good 
intentions and may have 
seen extracts of the report." 

Mandela added, neverthe- 
less: ”1 am convinced my 
approach was correct and 
on the basis that he may 
have not seen the report, he 
responded on the informa- 
tion he had." 

“As a man who read the 
report and set up the com- 
mission and has the highest 
respect, not only for 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
but all the commissioners, I 
am satisfied they have done 
a good job, even if there are 
imperfections. There is no 
clash.” 

Turn, an old friend of 
Mandela, deponed for a 
sabbatical in the United 
States this weekend with a 
wanting that South 
Africans should be wary of 
the ANC government 
becoming like the racist 
apartheid regime it 
replaced. 

“The price of freedom is 
eternal vigilance and there 
is no way in which y ou can 
assume that yesterday's 
oppressed will not become 
tomorrow's oppressors." 
said Tutu, who admitted 
being angered by the 
party's anempts to muzzle 
the TRC report. 

"We have seen it happen 
all over the world and we 
shouldn't be surprised if it 
happens here.” he said. 


Macedonians finish 
choosing new parliament 


SKOPJE. Macedonia <AP) 
— An opposition coalition 
was optimistic it can oust 
Macedonia’s ex-Communist 
government as polls opened 
Sunday in a second round of 
parliamentary elections in 
the young Balkan country. 

The outcome is important 
for international peace 
efforts for neighbouring 
Kosovo. NATO wants to use 
Macedonia as a base for 
NATO's aerial missions over 
the province and to station a 
security force to protect the 
2.000-member ground veri- 
fication force. 

The opposition had ques- 
tioned whether Macedonia 
should become involved, 
even indireciiv. in the 


Kosovo crisis. But the coun- 
try is member of NATO's 
Partnership for Peace and 
observers say that the oppo- 
sition will probably accept 
the NATO request. 

More than half the legisla- 
ture's 120 seats were up for 
grabs after the Oct. 18 first 
round which left the nation- 
alist-reformist coalition of 
VMRO-DPMNE and 
Democratic Alternative with 
the advantage. 

If the opposition forces fail 
to gain an outright majority 
in parliament, the country's 
ethnic Albanian minority 
may determine whether the 
ruling Social Democrats 
remain in power, depending 
on which parry it chooses to 


ally with. 

The Social Democrats won 
just 13 of the 55 seats allo- 
cated in the first round, trail- 
ing both the opposition 
coalition with 21 and the eth- 
nic Albanians’ party with 1 8. 
Three seats went to two 
minor parties, with 65 left 
undetermined due to a 
turnout below the required 
one-third of registered voters 
or. in other areas, no clear 
majority. 

Macedonia gained inde- 
pendence six years ago when 
the former Yugoslavia broke 
up. and is the only ex- 
Yugoslav republic spared 
from war. But tensions are 
high due to its shared border 
with Serbia's Kosovo 


province, where hundreds 
have died this y ear in fight- 
ing between Serbian govern- 
ment troops and Kosovo’s 
ethnic Albanian separatist 
guerrillas. 

Macedonia has its own 
large and restive community 
of ethnic Albanians — 23 
per cent of the country's 2 
million people. There are 
fears they could take up arms 
to win independence for the 
western part of Macedonia, 
where many of them live and 
outnumber Macedonians. 

Top issues during the cam- 
paign were Macedonia's fee- 
ble economy and disputes 
with neighbours Bulgaria. 
Albania and Greece. 


Career Opportunity 


A Wholesale Jordanian Company seeks an ambitious, 
highly motivated male to occupy a General Manager 
position in a very competitive and highly challenging 
Business environment. 

Requirement: 

* M A. Degree in Business Administration / Minor 
in Marketing. 

* Good knowledge in various computer applications. 

* Excellent command of English, spoken and written 

* A minimum of 10 years working experience, 
preferably as a marketing manager. 

Only serious and qualified applications are required. 
Please send C.V I necessary Docs, and personal photo 
to the fbllowingAddress: 

P.O.Box 603 Postal code I II 18 Amman - Jordan 
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Fly Royal Jordanian Airline (Airbus A320) 
to Sharm El Sheikh 

Stay at the Marriott Hotel 
with breakfast and transfers 
4 nights/5 days 
12-16 November, 1998 

for only JD250 

Royal Tours - Jordan Inter.Continental Hotel 
4644267/4642089/4643935/4643936 
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Fasti ink, government given 
time for out-of-court settlement 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — A coun rul- 
ing on Fastlink's lawsuit 
against the government 
for breach of contract has 
been postponed to give 
the parties more time to 
reach an out-of-court set- 
tlement. 

Government officials 
confirmed the postpone- 
ment but declined com- 
ment stating that negotia- 


tions with Fastlink were 
still under way. 

"The court postponed its 
verdict because we are in 
serious negotiations, and 
there is enough common 
ground,” Fastlink Chief 
Executive Officer David 
Bosworth told the Jordan 
Tunes. “It is in the best 
interest of everyone 
involved to resolve the 
issue out of court." 

Bosworth said he was 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Put in the extra 
effort to bold your temper. 

You’re itching to tell the 
truth, but don’t tell it in 
anger. Let the dust clear 
before you plan your next 
move. Decisions made this 
week could influence your pockerbook. Protect your 
own future by keeping more of what you earn. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Don’t let someone 
else’s emergency cause a problem for you. Calm others 
down, and the emergency will solve itself. Be careful 
with the choices you make tomorrow and Wednesday. 
You may have to live with the m for aj pngj ime ■ .You’ re- 
setting an example for the others, though. Through 
compromise, you can all build a trustworthy founda- 
tion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Don’t get stirred up 
over a work-related conflict. If you let your partner 
knowhow you feel, that ought to be enough. Keep the 
others out of it for now, especially if you’re angry. You 
'jmay not have all the facts yet. Reach a compromise 
tomorrow that supports your most cherished beliefs. 
Don’t sacrifice one to gain another. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Anticipate agitation 
from higher up. and maybe even an outburst of bad tem- 
per. Keep your head down, especially if controversial 
subjects are being discussed. You’ve already got your 
mind pretty' well made up. but listen to the facts. Make 
sure your friends are really headed in the direction you 
want to go before you go along for the ride. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 Let a friend break through 
your crusty exterior and give you a little information. 
You wouldn't have thought of this ordinarily, because 
you had your mind made up. There’s something you 
need to consider, however, that's a little confronting. 
Don't resist an angry tone of voice. Let the information 
penetrate vour defences. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're worried 
about money, but don't panic. Use a method you already 
know to shut off a leak and protect your resources. Your 
practical decision tomorrow' will bring future rewards, 
and on Wednesday, you can find a way to buy vour 
loved one something special. Don't let somebody else s 
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anxiety put you into a tail- 
spin later this week. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) A surprising 
confrontation could lead 
to a new friendship today. 
A rule you don't want to 
obey could turn out to be 
good for you and help you achieve your lifelong ambi- 
tions. So don't resist one who’s trying to give you 
coaching, even if you don't like what you’re hearing. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 1 Put up with 
an irritating co-worker today. He or she may have a cou- 
ple of good points. Just because this person is insensi- 
tive in some areas doesn’t mean you should ignore all of 
his or her advice. If you’re too rigid, you could cause 
results opposite from "the ones youintended. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You’d rather goof off than work today. Use your rest- 
lessness to push yourself to try something you’ve been 
thinking about. There’s plenty of work, some of it frus- 
trating. It’s going much more slowly than you’d hoped, 
and possibly veering in a direction you don’t like. Keep 
telling the truth and you’ll help things stay on track. 
CAPRICORN: ("December 22 to January 20) You're 
still cleaning up after this weekend, but that's OK. 
While you're at it. make some changes you’ve been 
thinking about. Once things are thoroughly disrupted, 
it’s a good excuse to put them the way you always want- 
ed them. This is a good time for it. because structures 
you build tomorrow and Wednesday should be solid. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're even 
more intelligent than usual today, and you'll need the 
extra brain power and quick wit to outmanoeuvre a 
tough competitor. Get in vour wo cents’ worth early 
and you’ll shift the way things are decided tomorrow, if 
you don’t speak up ai all. you could lose an important 
benefit. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s something 
you can do to improve your lot in life, but you won’t get 
there by accident. It’ll take planning. You’re trying 
things you haven’t done before, so you might be a little 
nervous, but following a strong leader helps. Don’t go 
on fantasy in this situation. Make sure you’re following 
someone you can trust .x 


Arab Bank 
launches 
Visa Electron 
Card 

ARAB BANK has stoned issu- 
ing the new V'tso Electron Card 
to customers in Jordan. The 
Visa Electron Card is a debit 
card used at outlets locally and 
inremanonaUv. and to with- 
draw cash from more than 
450.000 ATM worldwide. 

The card is accepted at mer- 
chants and service centres, 
which display the “Visa Elec- 
tron" decal (the number of 
which worldwide is more than 
one million). The cardholder 
can use the card also to with- 
draw cash and inquire about the 
account balance from ATMs 
which display “Visa or Elec- 
tron or Plus" decals internation- 
ally. The .Arab Bank Visa Elec- 
tron Card can be used also as an 
ATMs card to obtain the ser- 
vices offered by the .^Vrab Bank 
.ATM network in Jordan. 

The Arab Bank is the first bank 
in Jordan to offer this new card, 
and has issued it previously t>> 
customers in the United .Arab 
Emirates. 

The card is issued with the 
photo of the customer, and am 
customer can get the new card 
if an application with two ph«*- 
tos is provided. 

ft is worth mentioning that the 
Arab Bank has issued the V?.<i 
Gold and Classic cards to cus- 
tomers in 1993. 


optimistic that an agree- 
ment with the government 
could be reached within 
three w-eeks. 

The case, filed on Dec. 
15, is now before the High 
Court of Justice and the 
court bad been expected 
to issue a ruling on Oct. 
28. 

Fastlink, the country's 
sole mobile service 
provider w ith over 60.000 
subscribers, alleges that 
the government violated 
an agreement with the 
firm when it made a deci- 
sion last October to grant 
a second mobile licence to 
the Jordan Telecommuni- 
cations Corporation (JTC) 
before the end of 
Fastlink's Nov. 1, 1998 
exclusivity period, and 
without issuing a tender. 

Officials said earlier 
that the government bad 
planned to issue the sec- 
ond mobile licence after 
Nov. 1, resolving a major 
point of contention. 

According to sources 
familiar with the case, the 
court’s delay will give the 
government time to con- 
sider its options after it 
'depended ihe sale nf a 40 


per cent stake of the state- 
owned telecommunication 
firm to a strategic partner. 
The company was to be 
given the mobile licence 
to sweeten the deal to 
attract foreign investors. 

“The telecommunica- 
tions ministry' is review- 
ing the strategy for pri- 
vatising the telecommuni- 
cations firm, which could 
impact the sector as a 
whole," said one observer. 
“The terms of the 
Fastlink-goverament law- 
suit could change entirely 
depending on the strategy 
that is chosen.” 

The government last 
week announced it was 
suspending the sale of a 
stake in the telecommuni- 
cations firm after one of 
the two companies vying 
for the deal pulled out. 

Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh said the gov- 
ernment was now looking 
into different scenarios to 
privatise the company 
“that might lead us to 
reassess our policies." 

Industry sources specu- 
lating on the course the 
government might take, 
said it was unlikelv that 


the government would 
reissue a tender for a 
strategic partner investor, 
instead it would look to 
sell a smaller share of the 
company to both foreign 
and domestic investors. 

“Since the strategic 
partner option is most 
likely no longer on the 
table, then the govern- 
ment may try to sell the 
second mobile licence in 
an open tender to bring in 
desperately needed cash 
to the treasury',” said one 
source. 

If the government pur- 
sues this course, 
observers said. then 
another issue of dispute 
with Fastlink would also 
be resolved. 

Fastlink and the govern- 
ment are also discussing a 
possible reduction in 
interconnect fees. 60 fils 
at peak time and 40 fils 
off-peak, and an increase 
in frequency allocutions. 

Also Fastlink, which has 
a 20 per cent revenue 
sharing agreement with 
the government, is insist- 
ing that the next licensee 
be subjected to the same 
conditions. 
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FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Ban) Hamida Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs • Cushions 
. Wallhangings » Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 tiU 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 

Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 
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Focus on Your Business, 
our specialist will handle the details 
to ensure your Success..., 
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with long-term financing” 
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Return to the Dhiban Plateau yields 
198 unknown sites 


ONE OF the wealthiest areas in Jor- 
dan in terms of the density, size and 
quality of ancient sites is the Dhiban 
Plateau — a dramatic, easily accessi- 
ble region that international and Arab 
scholars have been exploring for the 
past 175 years. 

So what happened in the past two 
years when an American -Korean -Jor- 
danian survey team set out to system- 
atically explore the Dhiban Plateau? 
They re-visited 17 known antiquities 
sites that previous scholars had docu- 
mented — and identified another 198 
sites that had never been known 
before. 

The striking results of this work 
highlight yet again the urgency of 
surveying more of the Jordanian land- 
scape — and the utility of re-visiring 
sites that scholars had examined and 
dated earlier this century. 

The Archaeological Survey of the 
Dhiban Plateau is a joint project co- 
directed by Chang-Ho C. Ji of La 
Sierra University (Riverside. Califor- 
nia) and Jong-Keun Lee of Korean 
Sam Yook University (Seoul, Korea). 
It is yet another of the numerous 
archaeological projects that have 
been spawned by the Madaba Plains 
Project (MPP'J in recent decades. The 
pilot reconnaissance survey of the 
area was conducted in 1996 under the 
auspices of the MPP. but as of the first ' 
full survey season in 1997 the Dhiban 
Plateau Survey has been an indepen- 
dent project under the auspices of its 
two sponsoring universities. 

The survey project’s primary aim is 


“to understand the occupational his- 
tory and settlement pattern of the 
Dhiban Plateau, and the political, 
social, ecological and economic rea- 
sons for those patterns,” Ji said in a 
recent interview in Amman. Addi- 
tional goals axe to locate new sites; 
re-visit and date sites noted by previ- 
ous scholars (especially Nelson 
Glueck in the 1930s); fill in the geo- 
graphical gap between major surveys 
that others have completed in the 
Karak Plateau to the south and the 
Madaba Plains region to the north; 
and, to document sites and compare 
settlement patterns in two specific 
parts of the Dhiban Plateau — er- 
Ramah es-Saliya area on the south- 
eastern edge of' the plateau, overlook- 
ing the Wadi Mujib. and the ‘Aliyyan- 
’ Ammuriya area on the northern edge 
of the plateau, alongside the south 
bank of Wadi Wala. 

The survey area of some 250 square 
kilometres comprises the semi-arid 
Dhiban Plateau fiatland stretching 
between Wadi Mujib in the south and 
’Wadi Wala in the north, and from 
Dhiban town in the west to the Desert 
Highway to the east This area has 
been repeatedly visited and examined 
by scholars during the past 175 years 
(ever since the Americans Irby and 
Mangles explored the area in 1823). 
Major excavations have taken place at 
townsites such as Dhiban. Lehun, 
Aroer. Khirbet Mudayyina. and Umm 
er- Rasas, and other significant settle- 
ment remains have been documented 
at Rmeil, Musaytiba, Ramah, Saliya, 


Jumayl Aqraba, Mdayyneh. Qahqah. 
and other sites. 

Despite these previous projects in 
the area, the survey team identified 
198 new sites among the 215 sites 
they visited. The survey results 
included a fascinating range of infor- 
mation about the geographical, 
chronological and functional distribu- 
tion of ancient sites on the Dhiban 
Plateau, notably; 

— the time periods documented by 
the pottery evidence included ChaJ- 
colithic/Early Bronze (25 sites, or 
12% of the rotal sites visited). Late 
Bronze (3% of sites). Iron I (6%). 
Iron II (13%), Persian (4%), Hellenis- 
tic (14%), Roman (26%), Byzantine 
(35%), Early Islamic (10%) and Late 
Islamic (S%). 

— the majority' of sites (80%) were 
located in a two-kilometre-wide belt 
along the northern and southern edge 
of the plareau, often in close proxim- 
ity to each other, with 18% on the 
central plateau and just 3% along the 
bottoms of wadis. 

— by type or function, the survey 
sites comprised watchtowers (61% of 
all sites), cities/villages (11%), agri- 
cultural dams or water cisterns 
(17%j, farmsteads (6%). roads (1%), 
and cemeteries (1%). A full 75% of 
sites along the plateau rim were 
watchtowers; these were conspicu- 
ously absent from the plateau's cen- 
tral plain, where 85% of documented 
sites comprised agricultural dams, 
cisterns, or rock-cut features such as 
cupholes and basins, without evi- 


dence of adjacent architecture. This 
veritable encircling of the Dhiban 
Plareau by a chain of watchtower-like 
settlements in ancient times, especial- 
ly in the Iron and Hellenistic-to- 
Byzantine periods, was probably not 
related to defence of the area, Ji said 
(though defensive purposes probably 
explain the presence of several forti- 
fied townsites or fortresses along 
wadi rims during the Iron Age, such 
as at Lehun, Aroer, Saliya and other 
sites). Since the towns were spread 
throughout the entire survey area and 
apparently were located near roads, 
he added, the ancient road system 
seems to have played a major role in 
determining the urban settlement pat- 
tern. Also, he notes, defence may not 
have been the dominant factor in 
deter mining where people lived; 
other relevant factors seem to have 
been the nomadic economy, unequal 
social structure, climate, water avail- 
ability, transportation, and the tribal 
system. 

The two sub-regions examined at 
the northern and southern limi ts of 
the Dhiban Plateau “showed a 
marked similarity in the fairly uneven 
distribution of ancient settlement 
sites from period to period.” Ji said. 
The Middle and Late Bronze and Per- 
sian periods were “virtually unrepre- 
sented,” then there were “huge repre- 
sentations” of population in the 
Roman and Byzantine periods, fol- 
lowed by “a substantial decline in 
population during the Early and Mid- 
dle Islamic periods.” 


He suggested that this could reflect 
a broad ancient settlement cycle 
throughout the entire plateau, with “a 
gradual and continuous increase of 
settlement from the Iron I to the 
Byzantine period, with only a short- 
term decrease in the Persian period.” 

Among the new discoveries from 
the last two seasons of fieldwork was 
the identification of a possible Early 
Bronze Age temple near Khirbet es- 
Saliya (an important fortified site 
during the Iron and Roman-Byzan- 
tine eras), and a possible Iron Age I 
fortress iQasr el-Manqada’a) over- 
looking the Wadi Mujib. with walls 
still standing over two metres high. 
Pottery at the impressive site of Khir- 
bet Musaytiba (its walls standing over 
three metres high, just north of the 
road nearly seven kilometres south- 
east of Umm er-Rasas ) indicates that 
the earliest occupation at the site was 
in the Late Bronze Age n and the Iron 
Age I, while the large townsite of 
Khirbet Qahqah is now known to 
have been an important settlement 
from the Hellenistic through the Mid- 
dle Islamic eras. 

The survey team discovered the 
new site of Rujm er-Rmeil South, 
which seems to have been a roadside 
fortress designed to control commer- 
cial traffic and secure the frontier 
between the settled and nomadic 
zones. Another discovery several 
kilometres north of Dhiban town was 
that of a station with five Roman road 
milestones, including one with a 
Latin inscription, perhaps indicating 



that the road at this point was repaired 
or remodelled five rimes. 

The survey results confirmed that 
some of the sites visired by earlier 
scholars need to be dated more accu- 
rately. i.e. at Rujaym Salim and Khir- 
bet Mdayyneh Saliya, the porrery col- 
lected dated back to the Iron 1 period, 
well before Glueck's Nabataean dat- 
ing of the sites. The first two seasons 
of this project indicate that many sites 
in the Dhiban Plateau remain to be 
discovered and other known sites 
deserve re-examination. 

“The Dhiban Plateau seems to have 
a unique settlement pattern and occu- 
pational history, one somewhat dif- 
ferent from the Madaba Plains to the 
north and the Karak Plateau to the 
south ” Ji concluded. The work of the 
Dhiban Plateau Survey will continue 
for several more seasons. It has been 
funded to date by LaSierra Universi- 
ty, Korean Sara Yook University, 
Riverside Korean Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, Photo Image Net- 
work Ltd., and individual donors. The 
Department of Antiquities representa- 
tives during the first two field seasons 
were Tayseer Atiyyar and Ahmad el- 
Shami. 
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It’s mind over 
matter, scientists 
discover, as 
placebos prove 
sweet to swallow 
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By Sandra Blakeslee 


^-^MANY DOCTORS know the story of “Mr. 

- Wri ght, - " who was found to have cancer in 

. 1957 and was given only days to live. Hospi- 

JJ I toHsed in Long Beach, California, with 
I 8 tumours' the size of oranges, he heard that sci- 
entists had discovered a horse serum, Kre- 

__ j.c tween, that appeared to be effective against 
' ' -tiooee He begged to receive it. 

His physician. Dr. Philip West finally 
■ , , > agreed and gave Mr. Wright an injection on a 
; " '1. •• Friday afternoon. The following Monday, the 
■ ’ j astooished doctor found his patient out of his 

.• "death bed,” joking with the nurses. 
r-- 1 The tumours, the doctor wrote later, “had 
uneked like snowballs on a hot stove.” 
y* v-'' TNvo'months later, Mr. Wright read medical 
--reports that the horse serum was a quack rera- 
, - -*iy. He suffered an immediate relapse. 

" “Don’t believe what you read in the 
. . : papas” the doctor told Mr. Wright Then he 

-’injected him with what he said was ‘‘a new 
;-^^er-refmed double strength” version of the 
s ', ding. Actually, it was water, but again, the 
1 . s :i s 1 ; HiiQour masses melted. 

' Mr Wright was ’the picture of health ’ for 
'■ ; ton mac months — until he read a definitive 
> ' report- stating that Krisbiozen was worthless. 

- j He fted two days later. 

’ Doctors who know j this story dismiss it as 
°0£of those strange tales that medicine can- 
..y ^ exp lain; The idea that a patient s beliefs 
:r.: : can ma ke a fetal disease go away is too 

; bizaire. • 

Bor-now scientists, as they learn that the 
. PMx> effect is even more powerful than 

. r- jQyonehad been able to demonstrate, are also 
^ in discover the biological mecha- 

'* ' flat cause it to achieve results that bor- 

reusing new. techniques of brain imagery, 
.vS ^--are -uncovering a host of biological 
dtat ran turn a thought, belief or 
t into an^gent of change in cells, tissues 


and organs. 

They are also learning that much of human 
perception is based not on information flow r - 
ing into the brain from the outside world but 
what the brain, based on previous experience, 
expects to happen next. 

Placebos are ‘Ties that heal,” said Anne 
Harrington, a historian of science at Harvard 
University. 

A placebo — the word is Latin for ‘1 shall 
please” — is typically a sham treatment that 
a doctor doles out merely to please or placate 
anxious or persistent patients, she said It 
looks like an active drug but has no pharma- 
cological properties of its own. 

Until fairly recently, nearly all of medicine 
was based on placebo effects, because doc- 
tore had little effective medicine to offer. 

Through the 1940s, American doctors 
handed out sugar pills in various shapes and 
colours in a deliberate attempt to induce 
placebo responses. 

Nowadays, doctors have real medicines to 
fight diseases. But these treatments have not 
diminished die power of the placebo. 

Doctors in Texas are conducting a study of 
arthroscopic knee surgery' that uses general 
anaesthesia in which patients with sore, worn 
knees are assigned to one of three operations; 
Scraping out the knee joint, washing out the 
joint or doing nothing. 

In the “nothing” operation, doctors anaes- 
thetise the patient, make three little cuts in the 
knee as if to insert the usual instruments and 
then pretend to operate. Two years after 
surely, patients who underwent the sham 
surgery reported the same amount of relief 
from pain and swelling as those who had had 

the real operations. 

A recent review of placebo-controlled stud- 
ies of modem anti-depressant drugs found 
that placebos and genuine drugs worked 
about as well. 

‘If you expect to get betiec, you will, said 
Irving Kriscb, a psychiatrist ar the University 


of Connecticut w ho carried out the renew. 

His findings were met with a great deal of 
scepticism. 

And a recenr study of a baldness remedy 
found that 86 per cent of men taking it either 
maintained or showed an increase in the 
amount of hair on their heads. But so did 42 
per ceni of the meD taking a placebo. 

Some studies are specifically designed to 
explore the power of placebos rather than 
drugs. 

On Coche Island in Venezuela, asthmatic 
children were given a sniff of vanilla along 
with a squirt of medicine from a bronchodila- 
tor twice a day. 

Later, the vanilla odour alone increased 
their lung function, 33 per cent as much as 
did the branch odilaror alone. 

And at Tulane University in New Orleans, 
Dr. Eileen Palace is using a placebo to restore 
sexual arousal in women who say they are 
nonorgasmic. 

The women are hooked up to a biofeedback 
machine that they are told measures their 
vaginal blood flow, an index of arousal. Then 
they are shown sexual stimuli that would 
arouse most women. 

But the experimenter plays a trick on the 
women by sending, within 30 seconds, a false 
feedback signal that their vaginal blood flow 
has increased. Almost immediately they' then 
become genuinely aroused. 

Placebos are about 55 per cent to 60 per 
cent as effective as most active medications 
like aspirin and codeine for controlling pain. 
Dr. Kiisch said. Moreover, placebos that 
relieve pain can be blocked with a drug, 
naloxone, that also blocks morphine. 

For a while, many scientists thought that 
placebos might work by releasing the body's 
natural morphine-like substances, called 
endorphins. But that, is not the only explana- 
tion, he said. 

While placebos can act globally on the 
body, they can also have extremely specific 
effects. 

For example, a study was carried out in 
Japan on 13 people who were allergic to poi- 
son ivy. 

Each was rubbed on one ami with a harm- 
less leaf but was told thar it was poison ivy 
and touched on the other arm with poison ivy 
and told thar it was harmless. 

All 13 broke out in a rash where the harm- 
less leaf contacted their skin. Only 2 reacted 
to the poison leaves. 

Studies have shown, time and again, that 
placebos can wade wonders. Like “real 
drugs,’’ they can cause such side effects as 
itching, diarrhoea and nausea. They can also 


lead ro changes in pulse rate, blood pressure, 
electrical slon resistance, gastric function, 
penis engorgement and skin conditions. 

The question is. why? 

Explanations of why placebos work can be 
found in a new field of cognitive neuropsy- 
chology called expectancy theory — what the 
brain believes about the immediate future. 

Like classical conditioning theory (Pavlov's 
dogs salivate at the sound of the bell), 
expectancy involves associative learning. The 
medical treatments you get during your life 
are conditioning trials, Dr. Kirsch said. 

The doctor’s white coat, nurse’s voice, 
smell of disinfectant or needle prick have 
acquired meaning through previous learning, 
producing an expectation of relief from 
symptoms. 

Each pill, capsule or injection is paired with 
active ingredients, and later, if you get a pill 
without active ingredients, you can still get a 
therapeutic effect] he said. 

Such conditioning shows how expectations 
are acquired. Dr. Kirsch said. 

But it does not explain the strength and per- 
sistence of placebo effects. These responses 
occur almost instantly, with no apparent con- 
scious thought, and are therefore wired firm- 
ly into the brain, he said. 

Response expectations are strong because 
the world is filled with ambiguity. A Jong thin 
object seen in dim light could be a stick or a 
snake. But it may not be safe to take the time 
to find but. So people evolved a mechanism 
to anticipate what is going to occur. 

This expectation speeds the perceptual pro- 
cessing at the expense of accuracy'. 

As in the outside world, people's internal 
states have inherent ambiguity. That is why, 
when people in an experiment w-ere given a 
drug that produced a surge of adrenaline, they 
interpreted the feeling as anger, euphoria or 
nothing at aiL depending on what they had 
been told to expect 

Critics of alternative medicine say its 
enduring appeal is explained by the placebo 
effect. When conventional therapies fail to 
help chronic or poorly understood conditions, 
the acupuncturist, homeopathist or chiroprac- 
tor steps into the breach with a potent belief 
system ready-made to help the suffering 
patient 

“If a guy in a white coat or a guy dressed in 
feathers can induce a patient’s immune sys- 
tem to fight back, w-ho is to say which is bet- 
ter?” said Dan Molennan, a medical anthro- 
pologist at the University of Michigan at 
EJearbom. 

— Imemaiional Herald Tribune 


Cot death link 
to smoking 
parents 


By Jeremy Lau- 
rance 

and Brian Morgan 

A QUARTER OF cot 
death babies have as 
much nicotine as habitual 
smokers in their bodies 
just before they die. 
researchers have found. 

Nine out of 10 had lev- 
els indicative of "signifi- 
cant exposure," says a 
Scandinavian study in the 
U.S. Journal of Fediatrics. 

It provides the first 
direct evidence linking 
nicotine and cot deaths, 
adding weight to earlier 
research indicating that 
parents who smoke put 
their babies at risk. 

The study is the first to 
measure directly levels of 
nicotine in the children’s 
bodies to see whether 
death coincides with 
heavy parental smoking. 
Previous studies linking 
smoking and cot death 
have relied on what par- 
ents said about their 
smoking habits. That was 
not considered scientifi- 
cally reliable. 

The team, led by Jospeh 
Milerad, neonatoloaist at 
the Department of 
Women and Child Health 
in the Karolinska Insti- 
tute, Stockholm, took 
samples of pericardial 
fluid, the fluid presenr in 
the sac surrounding the 
heart, from every child 
under seven who had died 
suddenly in the greater 
Oslo region between 1990 
and 1993. The 45 consec- 
utive victims included 24 
dying from sudden infant 
death syndrome, or SIDS. 
The rest died in accidents 
or from infection. The 
pericardial fluid was test- 
ed for the nicotine by- 
product cotinine. which, 
because, of the way the 
body metabolises the 
nicotine, indicates the 
level of exposure from 
four to eight hours before 
deaths. 

The research team could 
not compare nicotine lev- 
els in the cot death babies 
with normal healthy 
babies, as (hey would 
have liked, because blood 
samples from the cot 


death victims were not 
available, and taking peri- 
cardial fluid from around 
the heart could not be per- 
formed on healthy babies. 
They were therefore left 
with a control group of 
children who had died in 
accidents or of infections. 

Among the children 
who died of infections, 
two-thirds showed evi- 
dence of nicotine expo- 
sure but none had the high 
levels found in a quarter 
of (he cot death victims. 

Dr. Milerad said current 
advice not to smoke near 
babies and children was 
not strong enough. He 
said the advice was based 
on averting diseases such 
as asthma, but the study 
suggested that nicotine 
posed a more direct risk. 
Studies of rats and unborn 
babies ha%'e indicated that 
exposure to nicotine 
depresses the body’s 
response to a fall in oxy- 
gen and delays arousal 
from sleep. 

He said: "If you ask 
mothers whether ihey 
smoke near their babies, 
you get the answer that 
it’s nor so much — but we 
have shown how strong 
the link is between smok- 
ing and cot death.” 

The study concludes 
that "SIDS is almost all 
cases preceded by a sig- 
nificant exposure to nico- 
tine. (and) acute heavy 
exposure may play a role 
in the mechanisms of 
SIDS.” 

A spokeswoman from 
the Foundation for the 
Study of Infant Deaths 
said; “This study con- 
firms the findings of 
FSID-funded research 
and other studies world- 
wide. clearly showing 
that babies exposed to 
tobacco smoke are at 
increased risk of cot 
death. It supports advice 
that mothers should cut 
out smoking during preg- 
nancy — fathers too. Par- 
ents should create a 
smoke-free zone by not 
smoking in the ‘same 
room as their baby and bv 
avoiding smoky atmos- 
pheres.” 

— The Independent 
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Hakkinen, McLaren celebrate 
double championship 


SUZUKA (AFP) — 
Flying Finn Mika 
Hakkinen stormed to his 
first World Championship 
Sunday with a runaway 
victory in the Japanese 
Grand Prix after an 
exploding tyre stopped 
his only challenger 
Michael Schumacher. 

The 30-year-old 

Hakkinen, who nearly 
died in a high-speed acci- 
dent three years ago and 
whose first Grand Prix 
win came only a year ago, 
led the race from start to 
finish in a Mercedes- 
powered McLaren. 

Schumacher grimly 
fought back up to third 
place after disastrously 
stalling on the grid with a 
clutch problem and start- 
ing from the back of the 
field. 

But his superhuman 
efforts came to no avail 
when his tyre exploded 
on the 32nd lap and his 
red Ferrari rolled to a 
halt. It ended the quest 
for a third world title by 
the brilliant 29-year-old 
German who had needed 
to win or finish second to 
have any hope of captur- 
ing the title. 

Hakkinen’s team also 
sealed their first 
Constructors 

Championship since the 
late Brazilian Ayrton 
Senna clinched his third 
crown in a Honda-pow- 
ered McLaren seven 
years ago. 

Irishman Eddie Irvine, 
Ferrari’s number-two, 
finished the race runner- 
6.S seconds back and 


Ha 


akkinen's McLaren 
team-mate Scotsman 
David Coulthard was 
third, with former cham- 
pion Damon Hill fourth 
in a Jordan. 

As the jubilant 
McLaren team celebrated 
winning their season-long 
battle with Ferrari, 
Hakkinen conceded the 
championship race “has 
been a fight but that the 
final race had not been 
the most difficult. 

“There is always one 
problem when you are 
leading easily like that,” 
he said. “It happened to 
me with about 10 laps to 
go. Your mind starts 
thinking about things 
other "than driving. I 
almost started whistling 
inside the car" 

Hakkinen completed 
the 51 lap race in lhr 
27min 22.535sec at an 
average speed of 205.229 
kph (127.527 mph.) 

“1 don’t know how to 
stan telling you my feel- 
ings ” Hakkinen said with 
tearful eyes as he reflect- 
ed on his first World 
Championship crown. “It 
has taken a long time.” 

The win caps a remark- 
able comeback after a 
high-speed praccice ses- 
sion crash in Adelaide in 
November 1995 which 
fractured his skull and 
stopped him breathing. 

Doctors performed a 
tracheotomy at the scene 
to save his life as rumours 
swept the pitlane that be 
had died, but he fought 
back to fitness and 
returned to the race track 
the following February. 

Hakkinen became 
Finland’s second World 
Champion after Keke 
Rosberg in 1982. 

Rosberg has been 
Hakkinen’s manager 
since his FI debut in 
1991, the same year 
Schumacher entered the 
Grand Prix fray. The pair 
had already enjoyed tense 
rivalry in international 
Formula Three. 


Formula One World Champions 


1950 - Giuseppe Farina (Ita) Alfa Romeo 

195 1 - Juan Fangio (Arg) Alfa Romeo 

1952 - Alberto Ascari (Ita) Ferrari 

1953 - Alberto Ascari (Ita) Ferrari 

1954 - Juan Fangio (Arg) Mercedes/Maseraii 

1955 - Juan Fangio (Arg) Mercedes 

1956 - Juan Fangio (Arg) Lancia/Ferrari 

1957 - Juan Fangio (Arg) Maserati 

1958 - Mike Hawthorn (Gbr) Ferrari 

1959 - Jack Brabham (Aus) Cooper Climax 

1960 - Jack Brabham (Aus) Cooper Climax 

1961 - Phil Hill (USA) Ferrari 

1962 - Graham Hill (Gbr) BRM 

1963 - Jim Clark (Gbr) Lotus Climax 

1964 - John Surtees (Gbr) Lotus Climax 

1965 - Jim Clark (Gbr) Lotus Climax 

1966 - Jack Brabham (Aus) Brabham Repco 

1967 - Denny Hulrae (Nzl) Brabham Repco 

1 968 - Graham Hill (Gbr) Lotus Ford 

1969 - Jackie Stewart (Gbr) Matra Ford 

1970 - Jochen Rindt t'Autj Locus Ford 

1971 - Jackie Stewart (Gbr) Tyrrell Ford 

1972 - Emerson Fittipaldi (Bra) Lotus Ford 

1973 - Jackie Stewart (Gbr) Tyrrell Ford 

1974 - Emerson Fittipaldi (Bra) McLaren Ford 

1975 - Niki Lauda (Aut) Ferrari 

1976 - James Hunt (Gbr) McLaren Ford 

1977 - Niki Lauda (Aut) Ferrari 

1978 - Mario Andretti (USA) Lotud Ford 

1979 - Jody Scheckter (Rsa) Ferrari 

1980 - Alan Jones ( Aus) Williams Ford 

1981 - Nelson Piquet (Bra) Brabham Ford 

1982 - Keke Rosberg (Fin) Williams Ford 

1983 - Nelson Piquet (Bra) Brabham BMW 

1984 - Niki Lauda (Aut) McLaren TAG 

1985 - Alain Prost (Fra) McLaren TAG 

1986 - Alain Prost (Fra) McLaren TAG 

1987 - Nelson Piquet (Bra) Williams Honda 

1988 - Ayrton Senna (Bra) McLaren Honda 

1989 - Alain Prost (Fra) McLaren Honda 

1990 - Ayrton Senna (Bra) McLaren Honda 

1991 - Ayrton Senna (Bra) McLaren Honda 

1992 - Nigel Mansell (Gbr) Williams Renault 

1993 - Alain Prost (Fra) Williams Renault 

1994 - Michael Schumacher (Ger) Benetton Ford 

1995 - Michael Schumacher (Ger) Benetton Renault 

1996 - Damon Hill (Gbr) Wiliams Renault 

1997 - Jacques Villeneuve (Can) Williams Renault 
3998 - Mika Hakkinen (Fin) McLaren-Mercedes 



Finnish FI driver Mika Hakkinen of McLaren- 
Mercedes is carried by bis British teammate, David 
Coulthard <R> and Eddie Irvine (L) on the podium of 
the Formula One Japanese Grand Prix in Suzuka 
Sunday. Hakkinen won the race and won the world dri- 
vers championship while Irvine finished second and 
Coulthard third (AFP photo) 


It was a disappointing 
end to the season for 
Ferrari, who were seek- 
ing their first driver’s title 
since South African Jody 
Scheckter in 1979 ana 
their first Constructors 
crown since 1983. 

Schumacher said his 
tyre had not punctured 
but had literally exploded 
without warning after be 
blazed his way from the 
back of the pack overtak- 
ing two former champi- 
ons, Hill and Villeneuve, 
along the way. 

It appeared he had run 
over debris from a colli- 
sion between Toranosuke 
Takagi’s Tyrrell and 
Esteban Tuero's Minardi, 
and it took him several 
hundred metres to bring 
the Fen-ari to a halt. 

“I did not expect a rear 
tyre to explode as 1 had a 
flat-spotted front, which 
caused a lot of vibration.” 
Schumacher said. 

He had the meagre con- 
solation of fastest lap 
time of 1:40.190 on the 
19th lap, averging 
210.703 kilometres per 
hour. 

Schumacher said he was 
a “little bit disapppoint- 
ed” but “at the end of the 
day we have done a good 
job and we can be pretty 
proud of what we did. 

“It was not supposed to 
be our championship,” he 
said, blaming his team’s 
slow start to the year 
when the McLaren team 
dominated and built up a 
big points lead. 

“We lost it at the begin- 
ning of the season and 
you can’t really com- 
plain.” 

But he added, “Life 
goes on and now we must 
look forward to trying 
again next season.” 

Ferrari manager Jean 
Todt said: “The unexpect- 
ed tyre problem, whose 
cause we do not know, 
robbed us of any chance.” 

The Williams of Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen and out- 
going champion Jacques 
Villeneuve finished fifth 
and sixth, capping a year 
of frustration for the 
once-dominant team after 
designer and aerodynam- 
ic whiz Adrian Newey 
left them for McLaren 
last season. 

Hakkinen's victory 
hoisted him to 100 points 
in the championship, 
ahead of Schumacher 
with 86, Coulthard 56 and 
Irvine on 47. 

Villeneuve could only 
manage fifth place on 21 
points. 

In the Constructors 
race, McLaren-Mercedes 
came out top on 156, 
ahead of Ferrari on 133, 
Willi ams-Mecachrome 
38 and Benetton- 
Mecachrome, whose 34 
points gave them fourth 
place by just one point 
over Jordan-Honda. 


Constructors Chi 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 


Van wall (Gbr) 
Cooper (Gbr) 
Cooper (Gbr) 
Ferrari (lta) 
BRM (Gbr) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
Ferrari (lta) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
Brabham (Gbr) 
Brabham (Gbr) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
Matra (Fra) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
Tyrrell (Gbr) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
Lotus (Gbr) 
McLaren (Gbr) 
Ferrari (Ita) 
Ferrari (Ita) 
Ferrari (Ita) 
Lotus (Gbr) 


1979 - Ferrari (Ita) 

1980 - Williams (Gbr) 

1981 - Williams (Gbr) 

1982 - Ferrari (Ita) 

1983 - Ferrari (Ita) 

1984 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1985 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1986 - Williams (Gbr) 

1987 - Williams (Gbr) 

1988 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1989 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1990 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1991 - McLaren (Gbr) 

1992 - Williams (Gbr) 

1993 - Williams (Gbr) 

1994 - Williams (Gbr) 

1995 - Benetton (Gbr) 
1996 -Williams (Gbr)- 
1997 - Williams (Gbr) 
1998 -McLaren (Gbr) 


Connors 

wins 

Champions 
Tennis title 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
American tennis legend 
Jimmy Connors denied any 
disadvantage of an eight- 
year age gap to beat Andres 
Gomez and defend the 
Champions Tennis tourna- 
ment on Sunday. 

“OF course, it’s an advan- 
tage. There’s no substitute 
for youth,” said Connors, 
now 46. after scoring a 6-2. 
6-3 victory in the final over 
the 1990 French Open 
champion, who is 38. 

“So the older you get, the 
more experience you get, 
but the problem is when 
you get these experience, 
you are too old to do any- 
thing with it. 

“1 would not like to play 
against somebody 30 years 
old or 25 years old now, but 
as long as I'm in the age 
group, 1 feel at least I can 
go out and try to compete,” 
said Connors. 

The five-time U.S. Open 
champion said the secret of 
his eagerness to play tennis 
was not to practice every 
day. 

“This is my last tourna- 
ment of the year, so I have 
four months off. I just 
enjoy to get away from ten- 
nis and do other things and 
take care of the business,” 
said Connors. 

“1 don’t enjoy going out 
and practicing and doing 
that on daily basis any 
more. It’s more important 
for me to come in and to be 
eager when 1 play my 
matches. “So I go out and 
play like I did today — 
that’s the most important 
thing,” Connors concluded. 

It was his sixth title of the 
year and 35th overall on 
the tour that he joined in 
1993. The $150,000 Tokyo 
tournament was the 16th 
leg of the 2 1 -event tour. 



WBO Featherweight Champion Prince Naseem Hamed (R), of Britain, delivers a 
blow to Wayne McCullough, of Northern Irelahd, during the seventh round in 
Atlantic City. Hamed retained his title with a 12-round unanimous decision (Reuters 
photo) 

Hamed outboxes plucky Irishman 
but has to go the distance 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFP) 
— ‘Prince’ Naseem Hamed 
kept his World. Boxing 
Organisation (WBO) feath- 
erweight title with a unani- 
mous points decision over 
Irishman Wayne 

McCullough here Saturday. 

But Hamed saw his streak 
of IS consecutive knockout 
victories ended when the 
Belfast boxer survived the 
twelve rounds and reluc- 
tantly admitted: ‘T have to 
band it to Wayne. He was 
quite strong. 

“But I won easy. I won 
comfortably. At this stage it 
was writ from God I go 12 
rounds. The boy has a hard 
head. What can I say? He's 
Irish.” 

The judges scored it 1 16- 
112. 117-1 1 1 and 118-110. 

The latest victory 
stretched Hamed's unbeaten 
record to 31 while 
McCullough, a former 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) bantamweight 
champion has now lost- two 
of his 24 bouts. 


The flashy Hamed evaded 
McCullough's best shots 
from the start, mixing pow- 
erful and punishing punches 
with arrogant movement 
But his constant mocking of 
his opponent won him few 
friends in the arena. 

McCullough tried to work 
on Hamed's body but the 
British son of Yemeni par- 
ents was too fast and clever 
as he used the same taunting 
style of his idol M uhamm ad 
Ali. 

Hamed’s $2 million pay- 
day for the fight is four 
times what McCullough 
took home. No feather- 
weight has ever been paid 
more. 

Hamed's Halloween- 
themed entrance lasted four 
minutes — beginning with 
him playing an organ to 
Phantom of the Opera 
music, continuing with a 
pyrotechnics show and end- 
ing with “Prince” strolling 
to the ring through a 
makeshift graveyard to the • 
tune of Michael Jackson’s 


“Thriller” 

Hamed had predicted a 
third-round knockout of 
McCullough but once that 
did not happen he concen- 
trated on inflicting punish- 
ment. 

“1 just thought I was going 
to have to give him a better 
bearing,” Hamed said. 

"Give him credit He took 
a beating. He came to fight. 
But I won easy. 1 don’t 
make excuses. I’m the 
world champion." 

Hamed stressed he had ntr* 
doubts about his future. 

“I ain't going to lose.” he 
said. "I’m going to keep 
winning until the end. I'm 
going to go unbeaten, to be 
one of the greats." 

Hamed’s next opponent is 
likely to be Mexico's Marco 
Antonio Barrera. who 
stopped England’s Richie 
Wenton in the third-round 
on the undercard to take the 
vacant WBO junior-feather- 
weight title. 



Manchester United’s Jesper Blomquist (R) scores Manchester’s fourth goal in an 
FA Carling Premiership dash against Everton at Goodison Park. Manchester 
United won 4-1 (AFP photo.) 


Pierce 
lands 2nd 
successive 
win 


LUXEMBOURG (AFPl — 
Mary Pierce took the 
$164,250 WTA Tour event 
here Saturday after Italian 
opponent Silvia Farina was 
forced to retire from the final. 
The French No. 2 seed was 
leading 6-0, 2-0 when Farina 
pulled out with a groin strain. 
It was Pierce's second suc- 
cessive tournament win after 
beating Monica Seles in the 
Kremlin Cup last weekend, 
and her third of the season. 

The World No. 8 said she 
would now take time out to 
prepare for the $2 milli on - 
Chase Championships in 
New York next month. 

Til take a rest now to pre- 
pare for New York. I was 
playing point by point and 
didn't realise she was injured 
at first It was only at the end 
of the first set that I realised 
something was wrong," she 
said. 

Montreal-born Pierce, 23, 
plans to concentrate on 
improving her ranking next 
year and has ruled out 
appearing in the 1999 Fed 
Cup. 

Farina, who had already 
had to take a medical break, 
before her retirement early ir. 
the second set, said: "It was 
on my first serve that I felt a 
problem but I wanted to per- 
severe as it's never good to 
abandon a final" 
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PHILADELfflA T 


Daniel Day-Lewis & 
Emily Watson., in 

THE BOXER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


V 


CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA '2 


Liam Neeson & 
Jessica Lange .. in 

ROB ROY 

Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


TELdOWi-u V S' CINEMA TEL5699238 X CINEMA 
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PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


TEL:5677420 4 X/ r 

CONCORD v 






m coR D “r. 
ADDICTED TO LOVE 

Shews: 12:30. 3:30 

THE GAME 

Shows: 6:15, 8-30,10:30 

CONCORD U T’ 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30,5:30 




cinema tel mwm 

GALLERIA 1 




CINEMA 


TEL 5934793 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

A 1 


V 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

www. cns. conuja/Galleria 




Harrison Ford .. in 

SIX DAYS 
SEVEN NIGHTS 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


HisImo? Yams Them* 

nfc-ffflnss ~ 


Ward? our pm 
rhe new ploy 
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Listings for films and times as recieved by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 2, 1998 




Barcelona Brazilian Vito “Rivaldo” Ferreira (X.) is fouled by Real Sociedad midfield- 
er Austrian Dietmar Kuhbaer (C) as Igor Jauregui (R) looks on in a Liga match at 
Camp Non stadium 31 October in Barcelona. FC Barcelona won 4-1 (AFP photo) 


Real Madrid shoot to top of table 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Madrid shot to the top of the 
Spanish championship on 
Saturday with a 5-1 away 
thrashing of bottom dub 
Extremadura. 

Croatia's Robert Jarai, 
Brazil's Savio. Hierro from 
the spot, plus Croatian 
Davor Suker and Clarence 
Seedorf of Holland were all 


on target as they overhauled 
former table-toppers 

Mallorca, who play at 
Deportivo La Coruna on 
Sunday. 

Real now lead by two 
points from Mallorca. 

The 1996 Spanish league 
and cup double winners, 
Atledco Madrid, went into 
third with a 3-0 win over 


Alaves while lowly Real 
Beds beat Salamanca 1-0. 

Four more results were 
expected on Saturday 

evening — Raring 

Santander v Celta Vigo, 
Athletic Bilbao v Espanyol, 
Barcelona v Real Sociedad, 
and Real Zaragoza v 
Valencia. 


Rubin, . 
Snyder 
<n Quebec 
final 

QUEBEC (AP) — Tara 
Jnyder had to rally from a 
irst-set drubbing to beat 
.'el low American Jane Chi 
Saturday and set up an all- 
United States final with 
Chandra Rubin at the Bell 
Challenge Open. 

Chi, ranked 128th of the 
WTA Tour, dominated her 
seventh-seeded compatriot 
to start the match, but 
Snyder came back for a 1- 
f 6-3. 7-5 victory. 

Rubin won her semifinal 
match against Nathalie 
Decby of France 6-2. 6-4. 

Chi’s style frustrated 
Snyder, . who received a 
code violation for ball 
abuse after she was broken 
in the seventh game of the 
second set. But she used 
the outburst to her advan- 
tage. winning the next two 
games to take the set. 

“She came out really 
strong and was aggressive 
in the first, but I really was- 
n't moving at all, *’ Snyder 
said.. “I had to be more 
aggressive and in the third 
set I had to come into the 
net more and force play.” 
Play tightened up in the 
third set with both players 
aiding serve until Chi 
cracked in the ninth game 
to fall behind 5-4. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Giggs blow for United 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United winger 
Ryan Giggs will be out of action for a month with a bro- 
ken foot, United manager Alex Ferguson revealed 
Saturday. Giggs had been struggling with the injury since 
the victory over Liverpool a month ago. and when he 
made his return against Derby last weekend, he received 
another blow on the same left foot. United sent the winger 
for X-rays this week when he was barely able to walk and 
could not get a boot on. It was then discovered that he had 
broken a small bone in his left foot Ferguson said; “It is 
a bad Wow for us, particularly with the crucial Champions 
League game in Barcelona only three weeks away. “We 
discovered the injury after he was hurt again playing 
against Derby." It means that Swedish winger Jesper 
Blomqvist will retain his left-wing role in the United side. 

Evetton facing probe 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Everton face a Football 
Association (FA) inquiry after a bottle-throwing incident 
at the end of their 4- 1 English Premiership defeat at home 
to Manchester United On Saturday. Referee Peter Jones 
confirmed after the match that bottles had been thrown at 
United goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel. When the official 
went to investigate, more bottles were thrown at him. 
Jones confirmed that he will be including the incident in 
his official report on the game which will be sent to the 
FA. 

Arsenal bus kills security man 

COVENTRY, England (AP) — Tragedy struck the 
Coventry City vs. Arsenal Premier League game Saturday j 
when the bus arriving at Highfield Road with the Arsenal 
players struck and killed a security guard. Police said the 
man died of head and chest injuries caused when the bus. 
carrying the Arsenal players into the stadium complex, 
crushed him against a fence. Superintendent Bob 
Minshull said the incident happened about an hour before 
kickoff. “Although the players were on the coach, it does 
not appear they were aware of exactly what happened or 
at least the seriousness of what happened.” Minshull said. 
Arsenal, the Premier League defending champion, won 
the game 1-0 to stay third in the standings behind Aston 
Villa and Manchester United. 


Panel 
to decide 
if Dalglish 
was 
sacked 

LONDON (AFP) — Three 
top legal minds are to 
deride if former Newcastle 
United manager Kenny 
Dalglish resigned or was 
sacked — and will rule on 
his claims that he is owed 
compensation by the 
English Premiership club. 

Premier League chief 
Peter Leaver has appointed 
an arbitration panel con- 
sisting of Sir John Wood 
and Sir Maurice Drake — 
both High Court judges — 
and Michael BelofF QC to 
settle the dispute. 

The former Magpies 
manager, who parted with 
Newcastle just two games 
into the season, wants to be 
paid for the remaining two 
years on his contract 
believed to be worth 
around £600,000, as well 
as a £2.5 million bonus 
promised at the end of the 
deal. 

“Newcastle have been 
informed that there would 
be two judges and a QC 
representing the various 
parties,” Leaver told the 
Sunday Telegraph. “The 
next move is really up to 
them, because we are rar- 
ing to go." 

The dub, insisting 
Dalglish resigned, said, the 
day after his exit; “The' 
Chairman of Newcastle 
United FC was advised on 
August 18 by Kenny 
Dalglish that he wished to 
resign as soon as possible 
— but not before a replace- 
ment was appointed. The 
club reluctantly agreed to 
release Kenny Dalglish 
from his contract” 

The case will mark the 
first use of the arbitration 
panel, part of the Premier 
League’s articles of associ- 
ation when it was formed 
in 1992. 

According to the rules, 
the panel must consist of an 
independent legally quali- 
fied chairman, an 
appointee of the Premier 
League and an appointee of 
the League Managers' 
Association. 


Big-serving Krajicek 
downs Kafelnikov in final 


STUTTGART (AFP) — Richard 
Krajicek won the $2.45 million 
Eurocard Open on Sunday, trouncing 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 64. 6-3, 6-3 in 
the final. 

The win saw the Dutchman move 
into provisional eighth position for the 
season-ending ATP Tour World 
Championships later this month, over- 
hauling Britain’s Tim Henman for the 
final slot. 

Big-serving Krajicek, a former 
Wimbledon chammpion, ignored a 
knee requiring arthoscopic surgeiy 
before the end of the year to earn his 
second career title in Stuttgart. He also 
won here three years ago. 

Krajicek was devastating in a battle 
of former Grand Slam champions, par- 
ticularly on serve. He conceded just 14 
points on his own service. 

The 1996 Wimbledon winner will 
now have to maintain his hot finishing 
pace next week at the Paris Indoor 
Open, the final Mercedes Super 9 tour- 
nament of the year. 

“My serve was very important,” said 
Krajicek, who took just under two 


hours for victory. “I returned well also, 
but you cannot win only with serve. I 
played a good game." 

World No. S Kafelnikov said; 
“Richard was on top of his game all 
week and deserved to win without a 
doubL He knew his serve was working 
and he was getting a lot of easy points 
and gambling on the return. It paid off. 
He played extremely well." 

Krajicek, a losing finalist here last 
year, won $376,000 for his week’s 
work which included a win over Pete 
Sampras for the third time in a row, 

The Dutchman finished off the one- 
way final after breaking in the second 
game of the final set, acing to take a 5- 
2 lead and winning through on his first 
match point, a sharply-angled back- 
hand volley winner. 

The victory meant a 15th career title 
for Krajicek. 26, and bis second this 
year after St Petersburg. 

Krajicek started the match with a 
break' of Kafelnikov as the Russian 
double-faulted, then served early love 
games almost at will. 

The Dutchman wrapped up the 


opening set after Kafelnikov saved a 
first set point with a smooth pass down 
the line. 

But the 11th seed came good on his. 
second chance two points later with an 
ace. 

Krajicek applied the pressure in the 
second set to earn a break for 2-1 
against Kafelnikov, in his fifth final of 
the year. 

In the ninth game, the Russian 
served up a double-fault to give tbe 
Dutc hman two set points. 

The Russian fought through, saving 
the first with a volley winner to tbe 
comer and escaped the second when 
Krajicek returned long. 

Krajicek then unleashed a stinging 
winner which caught the baseline for a 
third set point and pro fitted when 
Kafe lnik ov fired a forehand long to 
drop the second set 

The third set continued in the same 
pattern, Krajicek finishing the match 
with 21 aces. 


Game over for Fiorentina; Udinese lose 4-0 


today and the whole team suf- 
fered as a result.” 

And he summed up: “We 
didn't deserve to lose against 


one shot on goal over the 
entire 90 minutes as they 
dominated (he match under 
lights. 


MILAN (AFP) — 
Florentine's domination of 
Italian football came to an end 
on Saturday when they were 
beaten 2-0 by Parma, and AS 
Roma roasted Udinese 4-0 at 
the Olympic stadium. 

Horentina's second defeat 
of the season kept them on 15 
points, while Roma showed 
real championship-winning 
class in their victory under 
floodlights to move into sec- 
ond place just two points off 
the pace. 

Parma, who have already 
beaten champions Juventus. 
also showed their title creden- 
tials by slashing Florentina’s 
lead over the other title con- 
tenders. 

H^nan Ctespo did the dam- 
age for- Parma with a goal in 
each half. Enrico Chiesa pro- 
vided the cross for Crespo's 
36th minute header, and then 
picked him out again for the 
second in the 52nd minute. 

It was the best performance 
this season for Crespo, whose 
tough time over the past year 
included missing a penalty in 
the World Cup shoot-out with 
England at Fiance 98. 

It was probably Roremina's 
worst display of the season 
and coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni admitted; “Parma 
were fresher and more 
aggressive. But not forget that 
we’ve been playing three 
times a week. 

“Parma changed their team 
for the Italian Cup last week 
but we had our usual team out 
against Lecce. Two or three of 
our players were below par 


AS Roma, but we did deserve 
to lose this one. We're not 
unbeatable, but then no-one 
is.” 

Parma coach Alberto 
Malesani. who was in charge 
at Fiorentina last season, 
denied that he had 'silenced' 
his successor Trapattoni with 
the performance. 

“You couldn't silence him, 
when you think of ah the tro- 
phies he's won. not even in a 
1.000 years. Even today, he 
had just a few words with me 
bui still made me understand 
a lot of thipgs. He is a maestro 
forevetyoue.” 

Roma allowed Udinese just 


Eusebio Di Francesco 
scored just before the break 
and Francesco Totti, fee team 
skipper who only turned 22 in 
September, smacked a superb 
angled volley past the 
Udinese keeper to make it 2- 
0 . 

Cameroon defender Pierre 
Wome set up Roma's third. 


collecting Di Francesco's 
backheel, surging down tbe 
left and chipping tbe ball over 
for Brazilian Paolo Sergio to 
head powerfully into the cor- 
ner. 

And after a siring of earlier 
misses, Roma finally scored 
their first goal of the season 
from the penalty spot when 
Torn converted in tbe 71st 
minute to complete the rouL 

Bologna beat Venezia 2-0 in 
Saturday's other match 


NEWLY FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & Sth Circles. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
2 living rooms, 2 verandas, dhring room, ‘2 bathrooms. 


kitchen, telephone, TV, satellite, parking & many manyxxtras. 

*•-' ri • ".V; ' " . ! 

For rrfcrre details please cafr owner iH 5674286 



A luxurious villa is offered for sale, being situated in a distinguished 
location at Jabal Amman, consisting of two floors : 


First Floor l * Specious airconditioned hade + office + bathroom. 

* Two bedrooms + bathroom. 

* Housemaid room + storage. 

* Two main airconditioned bedrooms + airconditioned 
living room. 

* Four bedrooms + modern kitchen. 


Provided with all services including telephone, water well & wide garden. 



Interested buyers may call fel. No .5604840 between 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 m For viewing 


TO LET GROUND FLOOR OF BIG VILLA 
Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, behind Housing Bank 
building. Consists of two bedrooms, living room, salon & 
dining room, modem kitchen fitted with electrical appli- 
ances, central heating, huge garden, terrace, private 
entrance, completely independent. 

For more information, please call: 4644710-4655359 


FULLY FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms (one master), two sunny terraces, two 
bathrooms, modem kitchen, spacy dining and guest area, central 
heating, telephone, colour TV, video, satellite and water reservoir. 2nd 
floor, safe and quiet residential area. Location: 3rd Circle, Jabal 
Amman, near Al KhaJidi Hospital and the French Embassy. 

Call: 4632755 from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. daily 



ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY 
JORDAN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
TENDER NO. (61/98) 
RADIOTHERAPY UNIT 

Protect: The supply, nstalatlon, commissioning at a Radotfierapy Unit to the 
King Abdullah Hospital Project, Irttd, Jordan inducting training, warranty and 
maintenance. 

The Central Tendering Corrmflee, on behalf of the Jordan University of 
Science & Technology (JUST) has the pleasure in inviting Local & International 
contractors to submit a lender proposal in competition for the above works: 

. .The Tender Documents can be obtained from: 
fentral Tendering Committee Office 
Jordan University of Science & Technology 
Irfcud - Jordan 

during MXkftg hours (Saturday - Wednesday) starting Monday November 2 
1998 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of JD100 (One Hundred). 

2. Tender proposal should be submitted by hand vx 
Central Tendering Committee Office 
Jordan University of Science & Technology 
Irbid-Jordan 

until 11:00 am local time on Smday, November 29, 1998. 

Alter which date and hour tendering shall be dosed and no Tender proposal 
vril be accepted. Tender proposals wfl be opened at 11.-00 am. on Monday, 
November 30, 1998. 

2- Each Tender shai be accompanied by an acceptable Bid Security drawn in 
favour of tne Jordan University of Scienra & Technology from or a^xoved by 
an accredited bank In Jordan In an amount of not less than 3^ ofthe total bid 
amount 

4. Tender proposals not abiding by the above mentioned condrtrarts and the 
condtioro mentioned In the Tender Documents will not be considered. 

Dr. Bassam Snobar 

University Vice President 

Chairman, Central Tendering Committee 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 5696183 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Elegant penthouse, fully furnished, all new. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, spacious reception 
area and beautiful terrace. Available also air condition and 
other luxury items. Rent reasonable and negotiable. 

Kindly call 5928391 or 079/540817 


I FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR BH*T I 

Two Bedrooms (One Master), L-Shaped sitting and 
Dining Room, Two Bathrooms, Fully Equipped and 
Carpeted, wife Telephone and Central. Heating, 
Located Opposite AMRA HOTEL, Mi nim u m Rent 
is One Year, Reference Tel: 5512229 / 5679376 



FOR RENT 

2 FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN SWEIFIEH 

One apartment In the ground floor ana the other In the second floor. Each 
consists of 3 bedrooms with utilities, separate entrance. French windows 
with a garden, car park, glassed big veranda. A/C unit, cooling and heat- 
ing, satellite, video and stereo. Period of Rent Any period. 

Location: Near Orthodox Church. 9 Amin B Momany Street 
For more information cal! Tel.: 5928092, 4642072, 5929434 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, living and dining, central heating, 
telephone with private entrance. 

Location; Jabal Amman, First Circle, Rainbow Street, near 
the British Council, Amman 

Tel.: 4624833, Amman 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


A COMMERCIAL COMPANY LOCATED 
IN EUROPE SEEKING A SECRETARY 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

1- Excellent command of English and Arabic, 
written and spoken. 

2- At least 3 years experience. - 

3- Computer literate In Windows and Excel. 

4- Age above 25. 

5- Salary according to qualifications. 


SERIOUS AND QUALIFIED CANDIDATES ARE 
REQUIRED TO CALL* Tel: 568681 8 
FROM 8.-30 AM. TO 6:00 PM. 


t FURNISHED 

‘ -T-- ---• • - f 1 ^ ■ 

Furnished House in a nice area with a beautiful view. 
Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining & guest hall, 
sitting room and equipped kitchen. 

Location: Sweileh, near ELBA House, on the way to 
Hussein Medical Centre — First Street before Alfhmawi 
Plantation. 

Please call Tel: 5336266 



v 

al Rajwa 


Investments 

Public Relations Officer 

wanted for a financial services company. 


He / She should have 5 years of 
experience in public relations, a degree from 
the US or UK, enthusiastic,' presentable, has 
good command of Arabic & English. 

The job entails organizing regular 
financial seminars and lectures, establishing 
contacts within the financial sector and 
promoting company image. 

Please fax or emial CVs under Ref. PR/ 1 1/98 to: 
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Hamas makes first 
direct threat against 
Arafat government 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — In what could prove a 
blow to the fledgling peace 
accords. Hamas’ military wing 
on Sunday mack*, its first direct 
threat against the government 
of Yasser Araik, accusing the 
Palestinian leader of treason. 

All-out conflict between 
Arafat's government and the 
Islamist group could make it 
extremely difficult to move 
ahead with the implementa- 
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian 
land-for-securi ty agreement 
signed Oct 23 in Washington. 

The threat comes three days 
after Arafat put Hamas’ spiri- 
tual leader. Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, under house arrest and 
as the Palestinians were said to 
be hunting a top Hamas mili- 
tary leader. 

“There is no doubt that 
Arafat and his repressive secu- 
rity apparatus have reached the 
point of treason," said the 
leaflet signed by Hamas’ mili- 
tary arm, Izzedine A1 Qassam, 
and faxed to news organisa- 
tions. ‘Infighting has begun, 
and no one can put out its fire.” 

In the leaflet Hamas 
appealed to Arafat to halt an 
ongoing crackdown against 
“our sons and fighters” in 
order to spare Palestinians “the 
horrors... of civil war" 

David Bar-man. a top aide to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, had no 
comment on the leaflet But as 


for the peace accords, Ik said, 
“I don’t expea anything will 
upset the apple cart” 

The Palestinian side, too, 
said the threat would not affect 
moving ahead with the agree- 
ment 

“We reject this statement” 
said Palestinian Police 
Commander Ghazi Jabali. 
“We are going to keep our 
commitments.” 

No Hamas official would 
publicly vouch for the authen- 
ticity of the leaflet but the 
ornate language, style and 
phrasing were markedly simi- 
lar to past communications 
from Hamas' military wing. 

Only last week, Yassin said 
Hamas does not want a bloody 
confrontation with the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). But that was before the 
sheikh was put under house 
arrest following a Hamas 
claim of responsibility for a 
failed suicide bombing on 
Thursday aimed at Jewish set- 
tier children in the Gaza Strip. 

None of the children was 
hurt, but an Israeli soldier was 
killed when the military jeep 
he was tiffing in intercepted 
the explosives-rigged car. 

In the leaflet, Hamas 
claimed the army jeep, not die 
school bus, was its real target 
“We would never target chil- 
dren or the elderly" it said 
Up until now, Hamas has 
insisted that its quarrel is only 


Hizbollah wants Arafat 
killed by Palestinians 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Islamist Hizbollah group on 
Sunday called on the 
Palestinians to loll President 
Yasser Arafat for signing an 
interim peace deal with Israel 
last month. . . 

Speaking at a mass rally to 
denounce the U.S.-brokered 
Wye Plantation interim deal 
tire pro-Iranian group’s leader 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah 
branded Arafat a traitor and 
told the Palestinians to attack 
Israelis to foQ the accord. 

“Is there no Palestinian who 
can do what Khaled 
Islambouli did and say that 
Arafat's presence on die face 
of this earth is shameful to the 
Palestinians and the 
Muslims?' the cleric asked. 

Nasrallah was referring to 
the Egyptian Islamist who shot 
dead former Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat in 1981 
for signing a 1979 peace deal 
with Israel. 

“We call on the Palestinian 
people, the Arabs and Muslims 
to topple Arafat before he 
implements the accord,” 
Nasrallah said as hundreds of 
supporters cheered. 

His comments were a hard- 
line version of the stinging 
rebuke Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei deliv- 
ered on Friday to Arafat for 
signing the Wye accord. 

The deal, which ended an 
lS-month deadlock in peace 
talks, calls on Arafat to scrap a 
clause in the Palestinian legis- 
lature which calls for the 
destruction of Israel. Iran and 
Hizbollah say Israel has no 
right to exist 

Israel and the Palestinians 
also agreed to crackdown on 
“terrorists" and all forms of 


violence that jeopardise peace. 

‘To make the Wye 
Plantation accord void... does 
not need rockets or missiles or 
heavy artillery," said Nasrallah. 

“The accord is like a spider 
web that our women and chil- 
dren can pull down... 
Palestinian youth can nullify 
this accord using knives.- 1 call 
on all Palestinians who own 
knives, grenades or guns to go 
out and kifl Israelis.” 

The three-hour rally, which 
took place in an awning in a 
Hizbollah-dominated southern 
Beirut suburb, included speak- 
ers from the Palestinian 
Islamist groups Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad. 

Both groups have also 
denounced the deal. Hamas 
said it was behind last week’s 
car bombing in the Gaza Strip 
which killed an Israeli soldier 
and narrowly missed a school 
bus of Jewish children. 

Hizbollah troops clutching 
rifles patrolled the streets 
around the awning while oth- 
ers stood guard on the 
rooftops. 

Children dressed in scout 
uniforms with badges of Iran’s 
late spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini pinned on their 
shirts joined women and men 
chanting “Victory to Islam, 
Death to Israel” under banners 
that read “The Holy Warriors 
will foil the Wye Plantation 
accord." 

■ Hizbollah is waging a guer- 
rilla war to oust Israeli troops 
from a 15-kilometre deep zone 
in south Lebanon. Twelve 
Israelis have been killed and 
83 wounded in the south this 


Militants start settlement 
project in Ras Al Amoud 


(Continued from page 1) 

“You killed us in Kafr 
Qassem and Deir Yassin and 
you’re coming back to take our 
land and kill us here" he said, 
referring to two infamous mas- 
sacres of Arabs by Israeli 
forces. 

Saeb Erekai a senior 
Palestinian negotiate*, sent let- 
ters to Israel, U.S. mediator 
Dennis Ross, European and 
other governments demanding 
that Israel “immediately stop” 
tiie Ras Al Amoud project and 
respect the terras of the recent 
peace accord 

“Such unilateral steps will 
prejudice the issues of the final 
status negotiations, which 
include the future of 


Jerusalem," he said 

Under the peace accord 
signed Oct 23 in Washington, 
Israel is to cede a further 13 per 
cent of the West Bank in 
exchange for detailed 
Palestinian action to halt anti- 
Israel violence. 

The accord calls fa- a halt to 
all “unilateral actions” which 
change the status of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank prior 
to negotiations which are to 
begin soon on the final borders 
and powers of the Palestinian 
entity, Palestinians say this 
applies to all settlement build- 
ing, including in east 
Jerusalem. Netanyahu claims 
it only bars the creation of new 
settlements and does not apply 
to east Jerusalem. 


with Israel, with which it vehe- 
mently rejects any peace. 

However; it has denounced 
the peace accords’ provisions 
calling for Arafat’s govern- 
ment to move against 
Islamists. 

Arafat launched the wide- 
ranging crackdown a gains t 
Hamas even before 
Thursday's attack. In recent 
days, more than 100 Hamas 
activists have been rounded 
up, including several top lead- 
ers. 

Among those jailed was the 
group's spokesman, 

Mahmoud Zahar. 

Israel has demanded the 
arrest of Mohammad Deif, 
one of the military wing's top 
leaders. Deif. who is blamed 
fix several tenor attacks, has 
been in hiding out in Gaza for 
three years. 

The Gaza Strip's head of 
security, Abdul Razak 
Majaydeh, said the PNA was 
hunting for Deif, Israel Radio 
repented. The leaflet specifi- 
cally warned against capturing 
hhn. “Anyone who allows 
himself to plan or conspire 
against the hero Deif or any of 
our holy warriors will pay a 
high price," it said. 

Eariier Sunday, before the 
leaflet appeared, Chief 
Palestinian Negotiator Saeb 
Erekar expressed hopes that 
there would not be an open 
clash with Hamas. 

Virginity 
comment 
leads to 
Turkish 
TV strike 

ANKARA (AFPj — Turkish 
television producers went on 
strike claiming censorship 
Sunday after authorities 
decided to shut down a televi- 
sion station for allowing com- 
ments about a government 
minis ter’s virginity to be 
broadcast. 

A number of producers 
announced they were starting 
industrial action in reaction to 
the- decision eariier tins week 
by the broadcasting authority, 
the High Auffio-Visual 
Council, to impose a 24-bour 
closure on the private D chan- 
nel 

The council, set up by the 
government in 1994, said 
remarks by well-known actor 
Levant Kiica about the virgin- 
ity of Minister LsHay Saygin 
had been “insulting aid 
degrading.” 

Saygin had told the Hmriyet 
daily earlier this month that 
she was too busy to get around 
to having sex. 

Kirca said he will start a 
hunger strike in Ankara next 
week to protest “stale censor- 
ship." 

The striking producers wok 
for a number of different sta- 



Afghan fighters loyal to warlord Ahmad Shah Masood, the strongest opponent of the Taleban mi lit i a;, takes oat 
ammunitions from a Soviet-made helicopter MI-6 in Andarab, northern Afghanistan, Oct. 29. The forces of Masood 
are still giving a hard time to the Taleban militia controlling more than 80 per cent of the country (AFP photo) 

Khatami criticises Taleban’s 
‘dangerous’ interpretation of Islam 


TEHRAN l AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 

Khatami described the 
Taleban's interpretation of 
Islam as “dangerous” on 
Sunday and called for a 
broad-based government in 
war-tom neighbouring 

Afghanistan. 

“What happens in 
Afghanistan nowadays is not 
just the problem of countries 
which border Afghanistan, 
but that of the whole region,” 
Khatami said in talks here 
with visiting Tajik Foreign 
Minister Talbek Nazarov. 

“What the Taleban move- 
ment does in the name of 
Islam is dangerous for the 
entire region.” the president 
added, quoted by the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA. 

He voiced concern over the 
"continuation of war. .and 
blood-letting in Afghanistan" 


and called for a “stable and 
broad-based government” 
there as the “only solution to 
the crisis.” 

Shiite Muslim Iran is vehe- 
mently opposed to the 
extremist S unni Muslim 

Taleban and supports opposi- 
tion groups fighting the mili- 
tia in Afghanistan. 

Relations hit an alltime low 
in August when Taleban mili- 
tiamen raided Iran's consulate 
in the northern Afghan city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif and killed 
nine I ranian diplomats and a 
journalist 

Iran has dispatched tens of 
thousands of troops to its bor- 
der with Af ghanistan for 
unprecedented manoeuvres 
involving 200,000 troops, the 
main part of which will start 
on Monday. - 

.However, tensions have 
eased somewhat after the 


Taleban freed dozens of 
Iranian prisoners last month. 
But their release only meets 
part of Tehran's conditions for 
entering into talks with the 
Thleban. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi demanded 
Saturday a speedy identifica- 
tion and punishment of rite 
murderers of the Iranian 
diplomats. 

Iran also wants the Taleban 
to abide by UN. resolutions 
and a declaration by the “Six- 
pi us-Two” group for a broad- 
based government in 
Afghanistan. 

The group, consisting of the 
United States, Russia and six 
neighbours of Afghanistan, 
including Iran, made die dec- 
laration after a meeting in 
New York in late September 

“W; recommend .. the 
Thleban immediately meet the 


demands of the international 
community,” Kharazi said. 

Referring to a week-long 
truce declared between the 
Taleban and the opposition on 
Monday, Kharazi said Iran 
had always supported a 
peaceful settlement in 
Afghanistan. 

But he said this required a 
real and permanent cease-fire 
and comprehensive talks. 

Tehran, winch still supports 
the ousted government of 
Buchan uddin Rabbani, has 
been lobbying against inter- 
national recognition of the 
Taleban, which controls 
around 90 per cent of the war- 
ravaged country. * 

Only Pakistan. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
recognise the - militia - as 
Afghanistan's legitimate gov- 
ernment 


Iraq hosts largest trade fair since Gulf war 


BAGHDAD (AP) — France 
shipped in the latest-model 
Peugeot sedans. The 
Palestinians brought hand- 
made inlaid bates from 
Bethlehem. The Sudanese 
came with peanuts and 
soighum. the Iranians with 
refrigerators and pharmaceuti- 
cals. 

They’re among 30 countries 
taking part in the Baghdad 
International Fair opening 
Sunday that's being billed as the 
largest in Iraq since the 1991 
Gulf war 

The tumour “shows the 
increasing desire of companies 
to establish relations with Iraq” 
the fair’s director, Fawzi 
Hussein Al Dahur, told the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency. 

The fair is opening a day after 
Iraq took a new stand against 
UN. weapons inspections, 
announcing it was hailing the 
work of weapons monitors until 
the Security Council moves 
coward lifting eight-year-old 
trade sanctions against the 
counoy. 

As the finishing touches were 
being put on the pavilions 


Saturday, participants acknowl- 
edged that they saw only limit- 
ed trade opportunities while the 
UN. sanctions remain in place. 

*3111 everyone feels that the 
sanctions will end soon,” said 
Servet Akkaynak as he stood 
amid tillers, asphalt cotters and 
electrical generators made in 
his native Turkey. 

“Iraq is a good potential mar- 
ket for us," Ik added. “We had a 
long history of trade, and we’re 
high on reestablishing our- 
selves." The sanctions, imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, ban most business 
dealings, except under the spe- 
cial, UNI. -approved oil-for- 
fbod programme. 

Saturday’s refusal to allow 
UNI. monitors to work — 
which strengthened an August 
ban on spot inspections — was 
meant to push for ending the 
sanctions. But the Security 
Council termed the action a 
“flagrant violation” of UNI. res- 
olutions and urged Baghdad to 
reverse its decision 

Ministers or deputy ministers 
from about a dozen countries 
were expected to amend the 10- 


day fair to discuss future trade 
deals. 

A visitor getting close atten- 
tion was Iranian Commerce 
Minister Mohammad 

Shariatmadari, one of the high- 
est-ranking Iranian officials to 
■'come to Iraq since the two 
countries fought a brutal eight- 
year war in the 1980s. 

After meeting Saturday with 
Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammed Mefadi Saleh, 
Shariatmadari announced that 
the two countries would set up 
joint committees to discuss 
trade and commercial ventures, 
1NA said. 

The fairgrounds in Baghdad’s 
up-scale Al Mansour neigh- 
bourhood bustled with products 
being unloaded from semi-trail- 
er trucks and booths being 
decked out with flags and other 
national symbols. 

A large portrait of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat greeted vis- 
itors to the Palestinian booth. At 
the Iraqi industry ministry 
building, workers installed a 
larger-than-life portrait of 
President Saddam Hussein in a 
gray business suit 


Egypt — with 58 companies 
constituting one of the largest 
delegations — hadn’t been to 
the Baghdad fair in years, said 
Antoun Labib, director of the 
Egyptian international exhibi- 
tions office. 

Its firms are showing every- 
thing from tractors and reapers 
to children's clothes, fruit juice 
andcomofl. 

‘This is a good opportunity 
for Egyptian companies to 
make contacts for the future,” 
Labib said. ‘The case of Iraq is 
beginning to come better now.” 
StflL many won't find buyers 
until the sanctions are lifted. 

At the Peugeot booth, Iraqi 
dealer Saffir Bazagan said the 
shiny burgundy, blue and olive 
green Peugeot 406s on display 
would be stripped out of Iraq 
after tiie show in compliance 
with the UN. sanctions. 

He noted that Iraqi sheets are 
crowded wiffifteugeois, but that 
most {fate to the early- and mid- 
1980s. 

‘There was a big market here 
before the Gulf war;'' he said. 

“We are all waiting anxiously 
for the future.” 


Iraq defies U.N. Security Council 


(Continued from page 1) 

On the ground. Butler sus- 
pended UNSCOM inspections 
following Iraq's decision but 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) was 
exempted from the ban and 
continued its monitoring work 
on Sunday, a UN. source said. 

Baghdad newspapers, mean- 
while, said the break was 
inevitable but stressed that Iraq 
has not slammed the door on 
the Security Council. 

“Iraq could not wait any 
longer and remain silent indef- 
initely in the face of U-S. arro- 
gance and the submission” of 
other Security Council mem- 
bers to foe policies of the 
United States, said Babel 

Al Thawra, another official 
daily, said “Iraq had no choice 
but to break with this corrupt 
commission.” 

But “with this decision, Iraq 
has not gone back on its com- 
mitments. It has nor dosed the 
door in foe face of the Security 


Council” said the organ of foe 
ruling Baafo Party. 

Already since -Aug! 5. Iraq 
has banned both UNSCOM 
■ and the IAEA from carrying 
out inspections of new sites but 
allowed monitoring operations 
at military and industrial facili- 
ties. 

Saturday’s decision by the 
Iraqi leadership did not call for 
the expulsion of UNSCOM, 
which has around 120 staff in 
Baghdad, including 40 arms 
experts. But Iraq's ambassador 
to the United Nations. Nizar 
Hamdoun, said UNSCOM 
inspectors Would probably 
have to leave. “1 presume [yes], 
because they have nothing 
more to do,” he said. 

UNSCOM’s deputy chief 
Charles Duelfex, however, said 
foe inspectors would stay on in 
Baghdad, "in the bope foot Iraq 
will reverse its decision." 

The latest crisis over inspec- 
tions came a day after the 
Security Council said it was 
ready to launch a “comprehen- 


sive review” of the sanctions 
regime, as proposed by UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
once Iraq lifted its Aug. 5 ban. 

But it refused to give assur- 
ances that the review would 
lead to a lifting of sanctions 
and also made no direct refer- 
ence to paragraph 22 of 
Resolution 687 which links tiie 
oil embargo to UNSCOM’s 
woric. 

The United States, which 
takes a hard line against a lift- 
ing of sanctions, insists that 
other conditions such a release 
of Kuwaiti prisoners must also 
be met before sanctions are lift- 
ed. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton’s National 
Security Council (NSC) beld a 
two-hour meeting on Saturday 
to discuss Iraq. An NSC 
spokesman called Iraq’s deci- 
sion “a very serious matter.’' 

U.S.. Defence Secretary 
William ■ Cohen called off a 
planned tour of Asia and 
returned to Washington. 


Israeli flies through 
four airports with 
undetected weapons 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli businessman passed 
through security checks at 
four international airports 
carrying an undetected pistol 
magazine loaded with live 
bullets, the Haaretz newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

The businessman, whose 
identity was not revealed, 
said he unknowingly carried 
the bullets through searches 
and X-ray checks at Tel 
Aviv's Ben Gurion airport — 
reputed to have the world's 
tightest airport security — as 
well as airports in Rome, 
London and New York. 

He only realised the maga- 
zine and bullets from his per- 
sonal weapon were in his 
carry-on bag when he 
reached Cuba, where he 


quickly threw the ammuni- 
tion into the ocean. 

“When I found the maga- 
zine in Cuba I was fright- 
ened, I didn't want to end up 
in a Cuban jail” the man told 
Haaretz. 

“Suddenly I realised that I 
went through all the X-ray 
security checks at the air- 
ports, including Ben Gurion, 
and the bullets were never 
discovered,” he said. 

A spokesman for the air- 
ports authority was unaware- 
of foe man's claim, but said 
the “chances of such a thing 
happening are very slim.” 

“Such things happen in 
every airport in foe world, 
although of course we would 
prefer they didn’t," he said- 


Leopards reappear 
iit Armenia 

YEREVAN (AF) — Snow 
leopards, which had been 
hunted to near-extinction in 
Armenia, have begun to reap- 
pear in inaeasing numbers, C 

government official saia 

From a low of just two leop- 
ards in a government preserve 
a few years ago. there are now 
an estimated 30 throughout 
the country. Ministry of 
Ecology spokesman Artzun 
Fepanyan said Saturday. 
Snow leopards, indigenous to 
Central Asia and once highly 
prized fix their pelts, are con- 
sidered endangered interna- 
tionally. Their worldwide 
population was estimated at 
4,500 to 7.400 in 1996. 
according to the Worid 
Wildlife Fund. 

Killing of elephants 
to resume 

NELSPRUIT (AP) — 
Conservation officials have 
proposed killing some ele- 
phants in one of Africa's 
largest parks, saying that ele- 
phant overpopulation threat- 
ens other species. The practice 
of “culling” elephants in 
Kruger National Park was 
suspended in 1996 pending a 
review of the controversial 
policy. After conducting the 
review, park officials now rec- 
ommend that the Israel-sized 
park be divided into six zones. 
In some, elephants would be 
allowed to multiply, but/ u 
others, their populations 
would provisionally be 
reduced by 7 per cent per year 
Elephants in those zone . 
would be moved elsewhere or 
killed by marksmen aboan 
helicopters, according to the 
recommendations. 

MacPherson 
praises Australian 
upbringing 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Elle 
MacPhetson says she is able 
to cope with tiie pressures of 
being a supermodel because 
of ber typical Australian 
upbringing. “Australians are 
brought up to be down to 
earth," she told the Sund. 
Telegraph. “Australians spei 
time in tiie garden and with 
nature, and you play games 
with, kids down the street, and 
I thmk that creates a very 
healthy individual and a free 
spirit as well” The woman 
worth a reported $34 million 
says her best friend is a police- 


Van Damme loses 
control in court 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Actor Jean-Qaude Van 
D amme is finding it hard to 
keep his cod in the court- 
room. The action star lost con- 
trol on the witness stand ' 
Friday, screaming out hir. 
denial to accusations that hw 
owes film profits to mart! ^ 
arts expen: Frank Dux. Dux is 
suing tbe 38-year-old actor for 
SIN million. T swear before . • 
God and under oath I never . 
once in my life tried to take ;; 
credit away from a man!" Van : , 
Damme yelled. His attorney, j- 
Martin Singer, and Superior ^ 
Court Judge James Kaddo f. 
unsuccessfully tried to quiet i! 
him down. The judge eventu- : 
ally called a recess to restore 
aider. 

‘We weren’t giving 
up anything’ r: 

NEW YORK (AF) — Sc©' 
Hollywood insiders ques- 
tioned the wisdom of Nicole v 
Kidman and Tom Cruise ■* 
spending a year-and-a-baif in ;-J 
foe prime of their movie t : 
careers making “Eyes Wide f? 
Shut” with eccentric fihnmak- ~ 
er Stanley Kubrick. “People® 
looked at us like we were ;?' 
crazy to go there," Kidman^, 
says in Movieline magazine. - 
“But we weren’t giving up' 
anything, we were working; 
with Kubrick. Yeah, 1 could -, 
have done three other movies^ , 
and made lots of money — f: 
who cares?" Despite the timE^ ■ 
involved and the. secrecy sur~» 
.rounding Kubrick’s Jate&| 
work, due for release neag 
summer; Kidman .said won® 

mg for fbe'degendaiy filnf 
maker was uplifting. *Tt w«_ 
an honour;” she said If 




